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| ERR ſons of Reaſonidoliz '4 
And viliſy'd at once; of Reaſon 8 . 
Then deify'd, as monarchs were of old ; © 
Wrong not the Chriſtian; think not Reaſon yours: 
Tis Reaſon our great Maſter holds ſo dear; 
'Tis Reaſon's injur'd rights his wrath reſeats; LE 
Tu Reaſon's voice obey'd his glories cron; 
To give loſt Reaſon life he pour'd his own; rig 
Believe, and ſhew the Reaſon of a Man; 
Believe, and taſte the pleaſure of a Gd; 
. faith can die. 


The Son of Man is come to ſec and to ſave that which woas LOST» 
N its Luke xix. 10. 


— 


„ B 6k. 
Printed and fold by WILLIAM PINE, 1778+ 


by W. Piercy, in Cov T. Mills, in Bath; by 
Buck land, in Pater- noſter . at the Foundery, near M 


Briſtol, 


Yourg's Night Thoughts, 4 


Alſo ſold by J. Eddowes, in ; by S. Aris, in Birmi 4 | 


Fields, London; and at the New-B „in the Horſe Fairy 


7 * * 
8 + 1 1 » \ 
* 1 
5 3 . 
: o 
* * . ** 


** * — 


— — 


. aN 
, * 9 
. * ! * 
—— — —ö4d . — — — N 
Fe 


= 
\ 
* 1 
% „ 
— 2 ꝗ —— — 
W 1 


*7 


8 


1 s . - 
* OD p * * 4 % , = 
* * TY 4 N 4 * „ * 2 * F 4 . at " 1 a » i *% * * 5 * L * ＋ o A a — 

> * p * S Ke by Ys I. N . 5 * . . . 4 ; ON tk r s er 4 
4 * - 1 oF * * * + ; . 4 > 1 F - \» R * 2 4 . - ; * 
_— +0, TID Spec 7 3 "I « Ps WS. ** * » 6: Foe lt Bs a8 tus 3 a + 456 3 N 

A." W W 4 ann A „„ * a — 3 4 ND cg NEED « 3 * > e 

— -- : — * — — — PR —U—U—ä ——— m — _— — —̃ —ul r — —_— — — 
* — | — — —— _ —— mn — — 


——— 


FS \ ' » G 
2 * + \ . a 2 


To the Aa Inhabitants of the | Parif of * 
| W „ os 


— 
f * 


GEenTLEMENs | IE „ 


Vo. are no leſs intitled tor my orivats PIES, a 
than the inferior claſs of my pariſhioners, 
As you do not chuſe to partake with them of my 
evening inſtruſtions, I take the liberty | to preſent 
you with ſome pf my morning meditations, May 
theſe well-meabiendeavours of my pen, be more 
acceptable to you than thoſe of my tongue! And 
may you carefully read in your cloſets, what you 
have perhaps inattentively heard in the church! 
1 appeal to the Searcher of hearts, that I had ra- 
ther impart truth than receive tithes : You kindly 
| beſtow the latter upon me; grant me, I pray, the 
ſatisfaction of _—_ you een, receive tho 
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former; a N 5 | "5" 
Gentizuen, * 5 | 
. Your affetionite Mikiſter . e 
and obedient Servant, | 
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Madeley, 1772, . 4 FLETCHER» 
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An nitroduttion. 


FIRST PART. 1 ST, | 


Tr: Doctrine of man's corrupt ad loft late is 


fated at large, in the words of the Prophets, 
Apoſtles, and Jeſus Chriſt ; and recapitulated in thoſe 
of the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy of t the Church =; 
England. Fe. 
3 SECOND PART. 
Man is confidered as an inhabitant of the natural 


world, and his fall is proved by arguments deduced from 


5 the miſery, in which he ts now undeniably involved ; 


compared with the happineſs, of which we cannot help 
- tonceiving him poſſeſſed, when Keren ah 
of his gracious Creator. 

A view of this miſery in the following paiticilan,— 
1. The diſorders of the globe we inhabit, and the dread- 


ful ſcourges with which it is viſited.— 11. The deplorable 


and ſhocking circumſtances of our birth,—111, The 
painful and dangerous travail of women.—1v. The un- 
- timely diſſolution of flull-born, or neu- born children, = 


v. Our natural uncleanlineſs, ' helpleſſneſs, ignorance, 
an nne 1. The groſs darkneſs in which we 


Y |. . naturally 


" 


o O rn * 


33 are, both with reſpet "to Cat and — 

flate—v 11. The general rebellion of the brute creation -- 
againſt us.—Vv111. "The various poiſons that lurk in - 
the animal, vegetable, and mineral world, ready to 
deſtroy us,—1x. The heavy curſe of toil and ſweat, to 
which we are liable; inftances' of which are given in 
the hard and dangerous labours of the author's pariſio- 
ners. x. The" other innumerable calamities of TI 8 
And xl. the pangs of death. 


THIRD PART. | 


Man is e as a — of the moral world; 

a. free agent, accountable to his Creator for his tempers 

and conduct; and his, fall is farther demonſtrated by ar- 
guments drawn from—x14, His commiſfion of fun. — - 
XIII. His omiſſion of duty.— xiv. The triumphs of 

| ſenſual appetites over his intellectual faculties —xv. The 
corruption of. the fowers that conſtitute a good head; 
the underſtanding, imagination, memory, and reaſon.— 
xvI. The depravity of the powers which form. a good « 
heart; the will, conſcience, and affeftions.—xv11. His: 
manifeſt alienation from Cod.— xvIII. His amazing 
diſregard even of his neareſt relutives.— xix. His un- 
actountable unconcern about himſelf.—xx. His detgſa- 
= #1 tempers,— XxX The general out-breaking of human 
corruption in all indiuidualu.— x x11. The umverfat. 
over flowing of it in all nations: Five objections anſwer-- 5 
ed,—x x14, Some firiking proofs of this depravity-in: 
tie general propenſuy of mankind- to vain, irrational. 

ar * and— xx TV. In che univerſality: 
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* | CONTENTS. 


_ 8 of the moſt ridiculous, impious, inhuman, 4 dinkels 
| 3 cal fins. x xv. The aggravating circumftances attending 
j the diſplay of this corruption. —x xv1. The many in- 
=  - effeflual endeavours to tem its torrent,—xX V 11. "The 
| vat ooftinate refiſtance it makes to divine grace in the un- 

"A converted.—x xv 111.. The amazing ſtruggles of good 
— mA with it.— xx. The teftimony of the Heathens 
2, Dafſts concerning it; and after all xxx. The 
prepoſterous conceit which the unconverted have of their 
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3 FOURTH PART. : 
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f n ic tonfidered as an inhabitant of the Chriſtian | 
world, and his fallen flate is further proved by fix 
j i ſcriptural arguments, introduced by a ſhort demonſtra- 
i tion of the authenticity of the ſcriptures, and by a little 
T3 | attack upon the amazing EREDULITY of Deifts, The 
heads of theſe arguments are—xxx1. The impoſſibility 
that fallen, corrupt Adam, fhould have had an upright, 
innocent poſterity ; with anſwers to ſome capital objefli- 
on. —xxXxII. The ſpirituality and ſeverity of God's 
| law, which the unrenewed man continually breaks; and 
13 * xXXXIII. Our  firong propenfity. to unbehief, the moſt 
deftruftive of all fins according to the goſpel —xxx1v, . 
The abſurdity of the Chriſtian religion with reſpeRt to 
infants, and firift moralifts ; XXXV. Ie har fhineſs and 
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| 4 cruelty of Chriſt's eite doctrines; and xxxvi. 
1 The extravagance of the grand article of. the Chriflian 
ö 4 | ou ann can Rate. 
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CONTENTS. vi 
FIFTH PART. * 


oF The doftrine of man's fall being eftabliſhed by fuch a A. 
variety of arguments ;" firſt, a few natural inferences 
are added : ſecondly, various fatal conſequences at- 
tending the ignorance of our loſt eftate : thirdly, 
unſpeakable advantages ariſing DO the right WY: 
ledge of it. 
The whole. 1 with an Abonzss to 46% 
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ferious Reader, who enquires what he muſt do to be 
ſaved. And wit h an ArPENDIx, concerning the euan - 


gelical harmony, that fubſifts between. living faith, - 
loving obedience. | JJC 
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| P* religious matters we e e run into extremes. 


| = embracing one error,. under the plauſible-pretence 
of avoiding another. 


| 8 ee. through fear of infidelity, during the 


night of ignorance and ſtorm of paſſion, run againſt 
me wild rocks of ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm; and 
frequently do it with ſuch force that they make 


Shipwreck of the faith, and have little of godlineſs left, 
except a few broken pieces of its form. Es 


Numbers, to ſhun that fatal error, ſteer quite "NY 


"ol contrary courſe : Suppoſing themſelves guided by 
the compaſs of reaſon, when they only follow that. 


and prophaneſs; and fondly congratulate themſelves 
en eſcaping the ſhelyes of fanaticiſm, whilſt the 


of their morals is perhaps ſunk already. Thus, both 
equally over-look ſober, rational, heart-felt ꝓiety, 


* Is Ex SS „ ot 8 £ ” a a f 4 * 2 
i 7 -— E 
INTRODUCTION 
« 5 
E 1 
: Ss 5 
. 2 / : 1 4 | | "= | 


Nothing is more common than to ſee people 


of prejudice, with equal violence they daſh their | | 
ſpeculative brains againſt the oppoſite rocks of deiſm. 


leaky bark of their hopes is ready to fink, and that 


dntlies betweenthoke wide and dangerous extremes. 


- 


1NTRODUCTION. in 


To point out the happy medium which they 
have. miſled, and call them back to the narrow. | 
path, where Reaſon and Revelation. walk hand 
in hand, is the deſign of theſe ſheets, May the 
Father of lizhts ſo ſhine upon the Reader's mind, 
that he may clearly diſcover truth, and notwith- 
ſtanding the ſeverity of her * 3 
the moſt ſoothing error)! 
If he is one of thoſe, who affect to be the warm | 
votaries of Reaſon, he is intreated to be a cw 
| thinker, as well as a free-thinker; and with care. | | 
ful attention to conſider Reaſon's dictates, before " 
he concludes, that they agree with his favourite ; 
; ſentiments, He has, no doubt, too much candour, 
not to grant ſo equitable a requeſt; too much ju. 
| tice, to ſet aſide Matter of falt; and too much good 
ſenſe, to diſregard an Appeal to common ſenſe. "i 
Should he incline to the oppoſite extreme, od 
cry down our rational powers; he is defired to 
remember, Right Reaſon, which is that I appeal to, 
is a ray of the light that enlightens every man who 
comes into the world, and a beam of the eternal Lau, 
the glorious Sun of righteoufneſs. 
God, far from blaming a proper uſe of the nobles 
faculty, by which we are chiefly diſtinguiſhed - 
pom brutes, graciouſly invites us to the exerciſe of 
it: Come now, ſays he, and let us reaſon together. 
Jeſus commends the unjuft ſteward, for reaſoning bet= _ 
ter upon his wrong, than the children of light, 
upon their right principles. Samuel defires the 
Iſraelites to ſtand flill, that he may xEASON with 
| - them 
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them bore n th Peter changes e 
© give an anſwer to every one, that aſteth them a RAO 
of thiir hope.” And St. Paul, who reaſoned fo con- 
cluſfively himſelf, intimates, that wicked men are 
UNREASONABLE 3. and. declares, t hat a total dedi - 
cation of ourſelves to God is our REASONABLE: 
ſervice + And, while he challenges the vain difputers 
of this world, who would make jeſts paſs for proofs, | 
- inveRtives for arguments, and ſophiſtry for rea- 
fon; be charges Titus to uſe, not merely ſound 
ſpeeck, but, as the original alſo means, Souxp 
Rzason, that je who is of the contrary part may be 
Let us then, following his advice and exam- 
ple, pay a due regard both to reaſon and revelation; - 
So ſhall we, according to his candid direction, 
break the ſhackles of prejudice, prove all things 
end, ee nnen * 
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Px every religion there is a principal truth or 
error, which, like the firſt link of a chain, 
neceſſariſy draws after it all the parts, with which 
it is eſſentially connected. This leading principle, 
in Chriſtianity diſtinguiſhed from Deiſm, is the 


Doctrine of our corrupt and loft eftate : for if man 


is not at variance with his Creator, what need. of a 


Mediator between God and him? If he is not a | 
depraved, undone creature, what neceſlity of ſo 


wonderful a Reſtorer and Saviour as the Son of 
God? If he is not inflaved to fin, why is he re- 
deemed by Jeſus Chriſt ? If he is not polluted, why 
mult he be waſhed in the blood of that immaculate 
Lamb I his ſoul is not On, Om occaſion 


is 
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is there for ſuch a divine Phyſtian p If he is not 
helpleſs and miſerable, why is he perpetually invited 
| 40 ſecure the affiftance and conſolations of the Holy 


| Spirit? And, in a word, if he is not born in fin, 
- why is a new birth ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that 


Chriſt declares with the moſt ſolemn aſſeverations, 
without it no man can ſee the kingdom of Cod ? = 
This doctrine then being of ſuch importance, 

- that genuine Chriſtianity ſtands or falls with it; it 

may be proper to ſtate it at large: and as this can- 
not be done in ſtronger and plainer words, than 

' thoſe of the ſacred writers, and our pious reſorm- 

ers; I beg leave to gollect them, and preſent the 

reader with a picture of our natural eſtate, drawn WM 


| atfull length by thoſe ancient and maſterly hands. 
os 


1 'L Moſes, who informs us, that God WP man 
in his own image, and after his lilengſ, ſoon caſts a 
ſhade upon his original dignity, by giving us a ſad 

c gccount of his fall. He repreſents him after his 4 

mw diſobedience, as a criminal under ſentence of ä 


In death ; a wretch filled with guilt, ſhame, dread and 
I horror; and a vagabond, turned out of a loſt para- 
. 1 diſe into a curſed wilderneſs, where all bears the 
tmp of deſolation for his fake, Gen. iii. 17. 
| | 7 * In conſequence of this apoſtacy he died, and all 
_ 7+. 800 die in him : for, by one man ſin entered into the world, 
aud death by fin; and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for 
that all have ſinned in him, who was all mankind | 
| ſeminally and federally collected in one individual. 
| 1 gor. xv. 22. Rom. v. 12. | =_— 
| 5 „ The | 
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The facred hiſtorian, having informed us how © 
the firſt man was corrupted, obſerves, that ke begat - 
a ſon in his own image, ſinſul and mortal like him- 


| ſelf; that his firſt-born was a murderer; that Abel 
| himſelf offered ſacrificcs to avert divine wrath, and 


that the violent temper of Cain ſoon broke out in 
all the human ſpecies. The earth, ſays he, was 
filled with violence—all fleſh had corrupted its way . 
and God ſaw the wickedneſs of man was great in the 
earth, ſo great that every imagination of the thoughts of _ 
his heart was only evil, continually, Ox Lx evil, with- 
out any mixture of good: And cox rIxvALLTx, 
without any intermiſſion of the evil. Geri. vi. 8. 
When the deluge was over, the Lord tiimſelf - 


| gave the ſame account of his obſtinately rebellious | 


creature. The imagination of man's heart, ſaid he to 
Noah, is evil from his youth, Gen. viii. 21.— Job's 
friends paint us with the ſame colours: One of 


| R them obſerves, that Man is born like the wild afſes 
colt: And another, that ke ts abominable and filly, 


and arinks iniquity like water, Job xi. 12, and 

e | . 
David doth not alter the hideous portrait : The 
Lord, lays he, looked down from heaven upon the chil- 
dren of men; to fe if there were any, that did under- - 

land, and bk Cod. And the reſult of the di- 
vine inſpection is; Dy are all gone aſide, they 
are all together become fle There is none that doth ; 
good, no not one. Pſa, xiv. 2. Solomon gives 4 
finiſhing ſtroke to his father s draught, by inform- . 
ing us, that Foelifinrfs is bound in the heart of a child, 
B 25 „„ 
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| and not of a child only, for he adds, The heart of 
the ſons of men is full of evil, and while they live mad- 
ne is in their heart. Prov. xxii. 15, Eccl. ix. g. 
Iſaiah corroborates the aſſertions of the royal 
Prophets, in the following mournful confeſſions: 
All we, like ſieep, have gone aftray—We are all as an 
unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are as filthy 
rags. Iſa. li. 6. and lxiv. 6. 

Jeremiah confirms the deplorable truth, where 
he ſays: The fin of Judah is written with a pen of 
iron, and with the point of a diamond; it is graven 
Upon the tables of thetr hearts. O Jeruſalem, waſh thy 

heart ſrom wickedneſs, that thou mayſt be ſaved.— 
For the heart is deceitful above all things, and defpe- 
rately wicked : Who can know it? Jer. iv. 14, and 
. 

Thus the prophets * . in a ratu- 
ral, impenitent ſtate. And do the, Apoſtles dip 
their pencil in brighter colours? Let them ſpeak 
\ for themſelves, The chief of them informs us, 

that the natural, unrenewed man receives not the 
things of the Spirit of God, and that they are fool: flneſs 
40 . 1 Cor. ii. 14. And he lays it down as 
matter of fact, that the carnal .mind, the taſte and 
diſpoſition of every unregenerate perſon, is not 
only averſe to goodneſs, but ExuITx itſelf againſt 
God, the adorable. fountain of all excellence. A 
blacker line can hardly be drawn, to deſcribe a 
| fallen, diabolical nature. Rom. viii. 2 
Various are the RT which the Apoſtle of 


the Gentiles gives. to our original corruption ; and 
they 


7 | which we have from Adam the ſecond :—And Con- 


c cc n 
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they are all expreſſive of its pernicious nature, and 


| dreadful effects. He calls it emphatically Sin, a 


fin fo fall of a&tivity and energy, that it is the liſe 


tree, that appear for a. time, and then drop off; 
but like the ſap that dwells and works within, 
always ready to break out at every bud: The body 


W 20d ſpring of all others :— [ndwelimg Sin, a fin - 
= which is not like the leaves and fruits of a bad 


of Sin, becauſe it is an aſſemblage of all poſſible 


WE fins in embrvo, as our body is an aſſemblage of 


all the members which conſtitute the human 


frame :—The Law of fin, and the Law in our members,. 
becauſe it hath a conſtraining force, and rules in 
f our mortal bodies, as a mighty tyrant in the king- 
om which he hath uſurped :—The old man, be- 


cauſe. we have it from the firſt man, Adam; and 
becauſe it is as old as the firſt tamina of our frame, 


with which it is moſt cloſely interwoven :— The 


fleſh, as being propagated by carnal generation,' and 
always oppoling the Spirit, the gracious principle, 


cupiſcence, that myſtic Jezebel, who brings forth the 


which war againſt the ſoul. 
Nor are St. James and St. John leſs ſevere 916 


turally belonging to him, deſcendeth not from above, 


politively declares, that The whole world lieth in, 
n ante iii. 15. 1. Joh. v. 19. 


infinite variety of Heſihy, worldly, and mental ſit 


but is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh: And the other 


Ba Our 


St. Paul, upon the unconverted man. The one 
| obſerves, that his wiſdom, the beſt property na- 


— w 
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Our Lord, whoſe ſpirit inſpired the Progbeth 
and Apoſtles, confirms their lamentable teſtimony. 


To make us ſerioufly conſider fin, our mortal diſ- 


eaſe, he em us, that The whote have no need of 
@ Phyfician, but they that are fk... Luke v. 31. 
He declares, that men love darkneſs rather than light. 
That the world hates him; and that its works are evil. 
John iii. 19. & xv. 18. & vii. 7. He directs all 
to pray for the pardon of fin, as being evil, and owing 
ten thouſand talents to their heavenly creditor. Mat. 
vi. 12. VU. 11. xviii. 24. And he aſſures us, that 
the things, which defile the man, come from within ; and 
that out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, thefts, covetcouſneſe, wickedneſs, 
' deceit, laſciviouſneſs, an evil eye, blaſphemy, pride, 
 Jookifimeſs, and, in a word, ALL MORAL EVIL, Mark 


vii. 21. Mat. xv. 19. 


Some indeed confine what he e ſay of 
| the depravity of the human heart, to the abandon- . 
ed heathens and perſecuting jews; as if the pro- 


feſſors of morality, and, chriſtianity, were not 
concerned in the dreadful charge, But if the 


apoſtolic writings affirm, that Chriſt came not to call | 


the righteous, but SINNERS; that he died for the v x- 
CODLY ; and that he ſuffered, the juſt for the UxJusT; 
it is plain that, unleſs he did not ſuffer and die 
for moral men and chriſtians, they are by nature 
. finners, ungodly, and unjuſt as the reſt of mankind. 
Rom. v. 6. 1 Pet. iii. 18. 5 

If this aſſertion ſeems ſevere, let ſome of the beſt 


men that ever lived, decide the point, not by the 


experience 
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experience of immoral Gerfes, but by their own.. 
1 abhor myſelf, ſays Job, and repent in duſt and aſhes, 
Job xlii. 6. Behold, IT was ſhapen in iniquity, ſays 
David, and in fin did my mother conceive me. Pl. li. 
5. Wo is me for Jam undone, ſays Iſaiah, becauſe I 
l | am a man of unclean lips. Ia. vi. 5. 1 know, lays 
68. Paul, that in me, that is, in my fleſh, dwelleth no 
2 good thing. Rom. vii. 18. We ourſelves, lays he, to 
= Titus, were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, 
Ling divers luſis and pleaſures, living in malice and 
envy, hateful and hating one another. Tit. iii. 2. And: 
ſpeaking of himſelf, and the Chriſtians at Epheſus, 
he leaves upon record, this memorable ſentence :. 
We were BY NATURE the children of. wrath even as 
others. Eph. ii. g. Such humbling thoughts have 
the beſt men entertained both of their natural 
eſtate, and themſelves! 

But as no one is a more proper perſon to pn 
to, in this matter, than this learned Apoſtle, who, 
by continually ch with jews, heathens, 
and chriſtians in his travels, had ſuch an opportuni-. 
ty of knowing mankind; let us hear him ſum up. 
the ſuffrages of his inſpired brethren. What then, 
ſays he, are we better than they ? Better than the i im- 
moral pagans, and hypocritical jews deſcribed in 
the two preceding chapters? No, in no wiſe, And 
he proves it by obſerving : (1) The universALITY 
of human corruption: ALL are under fin, as it is. 

| written, There is NONE righteous, no not ONE : (2.): 
The Exrzxr of it in individuals, as it affects the 
whole man, eſpecially: his mind; There is none 
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18 An APPEAL, 8. 
| that underftandeth the things of God: His affeftions, 
Thereis none that ſeeketh after Cod And his actions, 
They are all gone out of the way of duty : There is none 
that doth good, no not one; For all have their conver- 
 fation in the lufts of the fleſh, and of the mind,——(3) 
The ovT-zxEzAk1xcs of this corruption through all 
the parts of the body : Their throat, their lips, their 
mouth, ters feet, their eyes, and all their member; are 
together become unprofitable, and inftruments of un- 
righteouſneſs. As for their tongue, ſays St. James, 
it il a world of iniquity, it defileth the whole body, and I 
fets on fire the courſe of nature, and ts ſet on fire of hell. 
And laſtly, its Mat1cxityY and vizulexce: It is 
loathſome as an open ſepulchre, terrible as one who 
runs to ſhed blood, and mortal as the poiſon of afps. 
From the whole, ſpeakihg of all mankind in 
their unregenerate ſtate, he juſtly inſers, that de- 
firuflion and miſery are in their ways. And, left the 
ſelf⸗ righteous ſpould flatter themſelves, that this 
alarming declaration doth not regard them, he 
adds, that the ſcriptures conclude att under fin; that 
there is no difference, for aut have fomed, and come 
| Mort of the glory of God; and that the moral law de- 1 
| nounces a general curſe againſt its violators, that | 4 
EVERY MOUTH may be ſtopped and a1 TE wortD Wl 
may become guilty before God. Rom. iii. 9. to 2g. vi. 
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If man js thus corrupt and "TY he muſt be 
liable to condign puniſhment. Therefore, 'as the 
Prophets and Apoſtles agree with our Lord, in 
their diſmal deſcriptions of this depravity ; ; fo they 
| Barmoniae 
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harmonize with him, in their alarming accounts 
5f his danger. Tilt he flies to the Redeemer as a 
condemned malefactor, and ſecures an. intereſt in 
the ſalvation provided for the _ they repreſent. 
him as on the brink of ruin. 

| They inform. us, that the wrath of God is 3 
eon heaven, not only againſt ſome atrocious crimes, 
but againſt A1 L unrighteoufneſs of men, Rom. i. 18. 
That zvrxx franſgreſſion and diſobedience, Mall re- 
ceive a juſt recompence of | reward, Heb. ii. 2. That 
the ſoul that ſinneth ſuall die, becauſe the wages of fun 
is death, Ezek. xviii. 4. Rom. vi. 2g. They de- 
clare, that they are curſed, who do err from God's com- 
nandments: That curfed ts the man, whoſe heart de- 
bameth from the Lord: That airſed is every one, who 
continues not in all things, which are written in the 
book of the law to do them: That whojorver ſhall keep. 
the whole law, and yet offend in one point, is guilty of 
all: And that, as many as have ſinned without lam, 
all alſo periſh without law. F. exi, 21. Jer. xvii. 
5. Gal. iii. 10. Jam. ii. 19. Rom. ii, 12. 

They intreat us to turn, Jeft we ſhould be found 
with the many, in the broad way to deſtruction, Ez. 
xviii. 23. Matt. vii. 13. They affectionately in- 
form us, that it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
ie living God: That our God is a conſuming fire 
do the unregenerate : That indignation and wrath, - 
L tribulation and anguiſh, hang over every foul of man 
= ho doth evil: That the Lord fall be revealed from 
| heaven in flaming fere, to take ven ear on them, uo 
know kim not, and obey not the goſßel: That the wicked 
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Mall be turned 5 Ai and all the people that forget 
God That they fhall be puniſhed with eternal deftruc- 


| Lion, from the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory 


of his power : And that they all fhall be damned, who 
believe not the truth, but have pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, 


| Heb. x. 31. and xii. 29. Rom. i Hays 2 Theſ. i. 


8. and ii. 12. Pſ. ix. 17. 

Nor does our Lord, Who is both the 1 
and pattern of true charity, ſpeak a different lan- 
guage. He bids us fear him, who is able to deſtroy 


| both foul and body in hell: Luke xii. 5. He ſolemn- 


ly charges us to oppoſe corrupt nature with the 
utmoſt - reſolution, left we be caſt into hell, where 
the worm dieth not, and the ſire is not quenched, Mark 
ix. 43. With tenderneſs he informs us, that wo- 
Joever ſhall ſay to his brother, Thou fool ! ſhall be in 
danger of hell. fire; That not only the wicked, but 
the unprofitable ſervant ſhall be caſt into outer darkneſs, Wl 
where. will be weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth: | 5 
And that he himſelf, far from conniving at fin, Wl 
will fix the doom of all impenitent ſinners, by this 
dreadful ſentence : Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his angels.. 
Matt. v. 22. and xxv. 30. 41. | 


4 I flatter myſelf that the doctrine, which we 
are to try by the touch-ſtone of reaſon, has been 
already ſufficiently eftabliſhed from ſcripture. Ne- 


vertheleſs, that the Reader may have the fulleſt 


view of ſo momentous a ſubject, I ſhall yet preſent 


* with. a vecoguulation of. the whole, in the 


words. 


FIRST PART. mw 


words of our pious Reformers, taken out of the 
Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy of the Church of 
England. 5 
The gth Article thus deſcribes our depravity 
and danger. Original, or burth-finus the fault, and 
corruption of the nature of every man, that naturally 
| is engendered of the offspring of Adam ; whereby man is 
very far gone from original nighteoufneſs, and 1 of his 


own nature inclined to evil, jo that the fleſh luſieth 
always contrary to the ſpirit; and therefore in every 
perſon born into this world, it dcjerveth God's wrath 


and damnation. 


4 The g th Article giv es CanAion 10 the Homilics 
k in the following words; The book of Homilies contains 


4 good and wholeſom dotlrine, and therefore we judge 
em to be read in Churches, by miniflers, diligently and 
diflinflly, that they may be underſtood by the people. 
Let us then ſee, how they ſet forth the goad and 
wholeſom, though lamentable and humbling doctrine 
of our loſt eſtate. | 

The title of the 2d is: A Sermon of the miſery 
of mantind, and of his condemnation to death everlaſt- 
ing by his ſin. In the cloſe of it, the contents are 
ſummed up. in theſe words: We have heard how evil 
we are of ourſelves ; how of ourſelves, and by ourſelves, 
we have no goodneſs, help, or ſalvation; but on the 
contrary, fin, damnation, and death everlaſting. 


en | 

Fi Our Church is uniform in her woful accounts 
eſt of man's miſery, Hear her in the iſt Homily for 
s Whitſunday: Man, or nis own NATURE (ſince 


the fall) is Hi and (RS corrupt and nought, fin- 
ful 
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ful and diſobedient to God, without any ſpark of oe 
neſs in him, without any virtuous or godly motion, only 
grven to eval thoughts and wicked deeds. 

In the Homily on the nativity, ſhe ſpeaks thus : 
He (diſobedient man) was now curſed and abhor'd * 
Inſtead of the image of God, he was now become the 
image of the Devil, the bon1-flave of hell. Altozether 
Spotted and defiled, he ſeemed to be nothing elſe but a 
lump of fin ; and therefore, by the juſt judgment of God, 
he was condemned to everlaſiing death. Thus, in 
Adam, all men became ume» fally mortal, having in 
themſelves nothing but * main damnation of body 

and foul. 

The ſame doctrine is veliveced with the ſame 
plainneſs in the 2d part of the Homily on the 
paſſion, Adam died the death, that 1s, became mortal, 
loft the favour of God, and was caft out of pa radiſe, 
being no longer a citizen of heaven, but a firebrand of 
hell, and a bond-flave of the devil. And St. Paul bears 
witneſs, . that by Adam's of/ence death came upon alt 
men to condemnation, who became plain reprobates, and 
caſt-aways, being perpetually damned to the everlaſting 

| Are. 
pains of hell-fire Agrecabls 

* Prejudiced perſons, who inſtead of conſidering the entire 
y ſtem of truth, run away with a part detached from the 
whole, will be offended here, as if cur Church © damn'd every 
body”. But the candid Reader will eaſily obſerve, that, inſtead 
of dooming any one to deſtruction, ſhe only declares, chat the 
Saviour finds all men in a ſtate of condemnation and miſery, 
where they would eternally remain, were it not for the compaſſi- 
| onate equity of our gracious God, which does not permit him 


— 
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Agrecable to this, we ar taught, in the ad part 
of the Homily on repentance, that part of that 


virtue conſiſts in an unfeigned acknowledgement of our 
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bns to God, whom, by them, we have Jo grievouſly of 
ended, that if he fhould deal with us according to his 
uſtice, we deſerve @ thouſand hells, if there were Jo 


many. 


The ſame vein of wholeſom, though vopleaſant 
doctrine runs through the Liturgy of our church. 


ve opens her ſervice by exhorting us not to difſem- 


ble, nor cloak, our manifold fins and wickedneſs. She 


4 acknowledges in her confeſhons, that we have 
1. erred and ſtrayed from 6 0 d 5 ways like loft ſheep, — 


hat there 15 no health in us, — that we are miſerable 


| 3 ſenners, miſerable offenders, to whom our fins are * 


,, and the burden of them is intolerable. 


She begins her baptiſmal effice by reminding us, 


wat all men are conceived and born in en. She teaches 


in her catechiſm, that we are by nature born in fin, 
and the children of wrath. She confeſſes in the col- 
le& before the general thankſgiving, that we are 


d and bound with the chain of our fins, and intreats 


Cod to let the pitifulneſs of his great mercy looſe us: 


| And in her ſuffrages ſhe beſeeches him to have 


ers. 


mercy upon us, to ſpare us, and make ſpeed to ſave us; 
language that can ſuit none bat eee fin- 


o ſentenceto a cinſciouſneſs of tternal torments, any one of his 
creatures, for a fin, of which they never were fer/onally guilty ;z 
and of which, con iequently, they can never have any conſciouſneſs. 
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| Duly ſenſible of our extreme danger till we have — 
ſecured an intereſt in Chriſt, at the grave ſhe ſup- 
plicates the moi holy God, not to deliver us into the 
bitter pains of eternal_death; and in the litany ſhe 
beſeeches. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his agony and 
bloody ſweat, by his crojs and paſſion, to delwer us from 
his wrath and everlaſting damnation, Thus is our 

Church every where. conſiſtent with herſelf, and 
with the oracles of God, in Tepreſenting us as cor- 
rupt, condemned creatures, in Adam; till we are 

penitent, abſolved believers in Jeſus Chriſt, 

The doctrine to be demonſtrated, in this treatiſe 
being thus fully ſtated, in the-conſentaneous words 
of the ſacred Writers, and our pious Reformers, I 
Mall cloſe this Part by an appeal to the Reader's 
candor and common ſenſe. If ſuch are the ſenti- 
ments of our church, are thoſe church-men reaſona- 
ble, who intimate, that all the maintainers of 

them, are either her open or ſecret enemies? And 

may they rank with modeit, humble chriſtians, 
who, inſtead of the ſelf. abaſing ſcripture doctrine 
here laid down, boldly ſubſtitute pompous, phari- 
Jaic deſcriptions of the preſent dignity and reftitude 

ol human nature? Without waiting for the obvi- 
ous anſwer, I pals to the firſt, claſs of arguments, on 
which the truth of this mortifying doctrine 15 e— 
tabliſhed. 
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SECOND PART. 


S no man is bound to believe what is contrary 

to common ſenſe; if the above-ſtated doctrine 
zppears irrational, Scriptures, Articles, Homilies, 
and Liturgy, are quoted in vain: When men of 
parts are preſſed with their authority, they ſtart 


from it as an impoſition « on their reaſon, and make +: 


25 honourable a retreat as they poſſibly can. 
Some, to extricate themſelves at once, ſet the 
Bible afide, as full of incredible aſſertions, O- 
thers, with more modeſty, plead that the Scrip- 
tures, have been frequently miſunderſtood, and 
are ſo in the preſent caſe. They put grammar cri- 
 ticiſm, and common ſenſe to the rack, to ſhew that 
when the inſpired writers ſay, the human heart is 
deſperately wicked, they mean that it is extremely 
good ; or at leaſt like blank paper, ready to receive 
either the characters of virtue, or of vice, With 
reſpect to the teſtimony of our reformers, they 
would have you to underſtand, that in this enlight- 
ned age, we muſt leave their harſh, uncharitable 
ſentiments to the old Puritans, and the preſent 
Methodiſts, 5 
That ſuch objectors may ſubſcribe as a ſolemn 
truth, what they have hitherto rejected as a dan- 
gerous error; and that humbled ſinners may ſee the 
1 of an heart - felt repentance, ard the abſo- 
C lute 
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lute to of an almighty Redocaipe; they are here 
preſented with ſome proofs of our depravity, taken 
from the aſtoniſhing ſeverity of God's TE 
towards * ; 


HE Wb 


If we conſider the ſupreme Being, as creating 
a world for the manifeſtation of his glory, the Uiſ- 
play of his perfections, and the communication of 
his happineſs to an intelligent creature, whom he 
would attach to himſelf by the ſtrongeſt ties of 
gratitude and love; we at once perceive, that he 
never could form this earth and man in their pre- 
ſent, diſordered, deplorable condition. It is not fo 
abſurd to ſuppoſe the meridian ſun productive of 
darkneſs, as to. imagine that infinite Goodneſs ever 
produced any kind or degree of evil, 
Infinite Holineſs and Wiſdom having aſſiſted in- 

finite Goodneſs, to draw the original plan of the 
world; it could not but be entirely worthy of its 
glorious Author, abſolutely free from every moral 
. defilement, and natural diſorder : Nor could in- 
finite Power poſſibly be at a loſs, to execute what 
the other divine attributes had contrived, There- 
fore, unleſs we embrace the ſenſeleſs opinion of 
| the materialiſts, who deny the being of a God; 
-or admit the ridiculous creed of the Manichees, 
who adore two Gods, the one the gracious author 
of all the good, and the other the miſchievous 
principle. of all the evil in the world; we muſt 
conclude 
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conclude with Moſes, that every thing which. God 


made was at firſt very good; or in other words, that 
order and beauty, harmony and happineſs, were 
ſtamped upon every part of the creation, and eſ- 
pecially on man, the maſter-piece of creating 
power in this ſublunary world. On this.axiom 1 
raiſe my 


1. ARGUMENT. 


Does not the natural ſtate of the earth caſt a 
light upon the ſpiritual condition of its inhabitants? 
Amidſt a thouſand beauties, that indicate what it 
was, when God pronounced it very good, and as 
the original alſo imports, extremely beautiful : A- 
midſt the elegant and grand ruins, which form the 
variety of our ſmiling landſcapes, and romantic 
proſpects; can an impartial inquirer help taking 
notice of a thouſand ſtriking proofs, that a multi- 


plied curſe reſts upon this globe; and that man, 
who inhabits it, is now diſgraced by the God of - 


nature and providence ? 


Here, deceitful moraſſes, or faithleſs ee 
obſtruct our way: There, miry, impaſſible roads, 


or inhoſpitable ſandy deſerts, endanger our liſo. 


In one place, we are ſtopped by ſtupendous 
chains of rocky mountains, broken into frightful 


precipices, or hideous caverns: And in another, 
we meet with ruinous valleys, cut deep by torrents 
and water-falls, whoſe tremendous. roar ſtuns the 


aſtoniſhed traveller, Many of the hills are ſtony, 


a " - C2 | wude, 
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Tude, and waſte; and moſt of the plains are cover- 
ed over with ſtrata of barren ſand, Riff clay, or 
infertile gravel. 
Thorns, * thiſtles, and noxious weeds grow ſpon- 
taneouſly every where, and yield a troubleſom, 
never- failing erop: While the beſt ſoil, carefully 
plowed by the laborious huſbandman, and ſown 
' with precious ſeed, frequently repays his expenſive 
toil with light ſheaves, or a blaſted harveſt, 
Conſider that immenſe part of the globe, which 
lies between the tropics: it is parched up by the 
ſcorching beams of the vertical*ſun : There, the 
tauny inhabitants fan themſelves in vain; they 
pant, they melt, they faint on the ſultry couch; 
and, like the birds of night, dare not appear 
abroad, till evening ſhades temper the inſufferable 
blaze of day. View the frozen countries around 
the poles: In ſummer, the ſun juſt glances upon 
them by his feeble, horizontal rays: In winter, he 
totally deſerts them, and they lie bound with rigo- 
rous froſts, and buried in continual night. There, 
the torpid inhabitants know neither harveſt nor 
vintage, the ocean ſeems a boundleſs plain of ice, 
and the continent immenſe hills of ſnow, 
= 95 The 
* Thoſe who oppofe the doctrine of the fall, ſay that ** Weeds 
Have their uſe.” I grant they are ſerviceable to thouſands of 
poor people, who carn their bread by pulling the general nui- 
ſance out of our fields and gardens : But till our Objectors have 
proved that thiſtles are more uſeful, and therefore grow more 
ſpontaneouſly, and multiply more abundantly, than corn; we 
ſhall diſcover the badneſs of their cauſe through oy * 
of their objection. 


* 
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The temperate zones are indeed bleſſed with 
milder climates: But even here, how irregular 
are the ſeaſons! To go no farther than this favour- 
ed iſland, What means the ſtrange foreſight, by 
which the ice of January is laid in to temper the 
ardors of July; and the burning mineral is ſtored 
up in June, to mitigate the froſt in December? But 
notwithſtanding thele precautions, what continual 
complaints are heard, about the intenſeneſs of the 
heat, the ſeverity of the cold, or the ſudden, per- 
nicious change from the one tothe other! 
Let us defcend to particulars. In winter, how 
often do driſts of ſnow bury the ſtarved ſheep, and 
intomb the frozen traveller! In fummer, how fre- 
quently do dreadful ſtorms of hail cut down, or 
inceſſant ſhowers of rain waſh away the fruits of 
the earth! Perhaps, -to compleat the deſolation, 
Water pours down from all the neighbouring 
hills; and the ſwelling ſtreams, joining with over- 
flowing rivers, cauſe ſudden inundations, lay waſte- 
the richeſt paſtures, and carry off the ſwimming 
flocks; while the frighted + inhabitants of the vale, 
either retire to the top of their deluged houſes, or 
by the timely aſſiſtance of boats fly from the immi- 
nent and increaſing danger. 4 | 
If heaven ſeems to diſſolve into water in one 
place, in another it is like braſs; it yields neither 
fruitful rains nor cooling dews: The earth is like- 
| * 3 iron 
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iron under it, and the perifhing cattle loll out their 
parched tongues, where they once drank the re- 
freſhing ſtream. Suppoſe a few happy diſtricts 
eſcape theſe dreadful ſcourges for a number of years, 
are they not at laſt viſited with redoubled ſeverity ? 
And, whilſt abuſed afluence vaniſhes as a dream 
before the intolerable dearth, do not a ſtarving 1 
riotous populace, leave their wretched cottages, to 
pulunder the houſes of their wealthy neighbours, 
_ deſperately venturing the N for a morſel of 
bread. 
When ſome, ſecure from the necks: of water; 
quietly enjoy che comforts of plenty, Fire perhaps 
ſurprizes them in an inſtant : They awake involved 
in ſmoke, and ſurrounded by crackling flames, 
through which (if it is not too late) they fly naked 
at the hazard of their neck, and think themſelves 
bappy if, while they leave behind them young 
children, or aged parents, burning in the blaze of 
all their goods, they eſcape themſelves with diſlocat- 
ed joints or broken bones. Their piercing ſhrieks, 
and the fall of their houſe, ſeem to portend a gene- 
ral conflagration ; loud confuſion increaſes, diſal- 
trous ruin ſpreads; and perhaps, before they can 
be ſtopped, a ſtreet, a ſuburb, a whcle city is re- 
duced to. aſhes. a 
Turn your imagination from the ſmoking ruins, 
to hᷣx it upon the terrifying effects of the Air, agita- 
ted into roaring tempe ſts and boiſterous hurricanes. 
Before their impetuous blaſt, the maſts of ſhips, 
| and 
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and * of Lebanon, are like brakith reeds; - 
men of war, and ſolid buildings like the driven 
chaff, Here, they ſtrip the groaning foreſts, tear 
the boſom of the earth, and obſcure the ſky with 
clouds of whirling ſand: And there, they plow up 
the liquid foaming plains, . and with ſportive fury 
turrup mountains for ridges, or cut valleys inſtead 
of furrows. As they paſs along, the confounded 
elements dreadfully roar under the mighty ſcourge, 
the rolling ſea toſſes herſelf up to heaven, and 

ſolid land is ſwet with the beſom of deftruflion.. © 

To heighten the horror of the ſcene, Thunder, 
the majeſtic voice of an angry God, and the awful. 
artillery of heaven, burſts in loud claps from the 

lowring fly. Diſtant hills reverherate and increaſe ' 
the alarming found, and with rocking edifices de- 
clare to man, that vengeance belongeth unto God: 

And, to inforce the ſolemn warning, repeated flaſhes « 
of lightning, with horrible glare dazzle his eyes, 
and with forked fires ſtrike conſternation into his 
breaſt; if they do not actually ſtrike him dead, in 
the midſt of his ſhattered habitation. _ 
Nor doth heaven alone dart deſtruQtive fires | 
Earth, our mother Earth, as if it were not enough 
frequently to corrupt the atmoſphere by peſtilential 

vapours, borrows the aſſiſtance of the devouring 
element, to terrify and ſcourge her guilty children, 
By ſudden, frightful chaſms, and the mouth of her 
burning mountains, ſhe. vomits clouds of ſmoke, 
ſulphureous flames, and calcined rocks; ſhe emits 
ſtreams of melted minerals, covers the adjacent 
plains 
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* with boiling, fiery lavas; and, as if ſhe wanted to 
caſe herſelf of the burden of her inhabitants, fud- 
denly riſes againſt them, and in battles of ſhaking at 
once cruſhes, deſtroys, and buries os _ heaps 
of ruins. 
Theſe aſtoniſhing ſcenes, liks; = bloody battle 
that is ſeen at a diſtance, may indeed entertain us: 
They may amuſe our imagination, when in a 
peaceful apartment, we behold them beautifully 
repreſented by the pen of a Virgil, or the pencil- 
of a Raphael. But to be in the midft of them, as 
thouſands are ſooner or later, is inexpreſſibly 
dreadful : It is actually to ſee the forerunners of 
divine vengeance, and hear the ſhaking of God's 
deſtructive rod: It is to behold at once a lively 
emblem, and an awful pledge of that fire and brim- 
ſtone, ſtorm and tempeſt, which the righteous Gover- 
nor of the world will rain upon the ungodly ; when 
the heavens fhall paſs away with a great noſe, the ele- 
© ments ſhall melt with fervent heat, and the earth, with 
' the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up. 
Now as reaſon loudly declares, that the God of 
order, juſtice, and goodneſs, could never eſtabliſh 
and continue this fearful courſe of things, but to 
puniſh the diſorders of the moral world by thoſe of 
the natural; we muſt conclude that man is guilty, 
from the alarming tokens of divine diſpleaſure, 
which ſooner or latter are ſo conſpicuous in every 
part of the habitable ns 
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We have taken a view of the reſidence of man- 
kind: let us now behold them entering upon the 
diſordered ſcene. And here Reaſon informs us, 
chat ſome myſtery of iniquity lies hid under the 
loathſome, painful, and frequently mortal circum- 
ſtances, which accompany their birth. For it can 
never be imagined, that a righteous and good God, 
would ſuffer innocent and pure creatures, to come 
into the world ſkilled in no language but that of 
—miſery, venting itſelf in bitter cries, or doleful 
accents, | | 

It is a matter of fact, that inſants generally return 
their firſt breath with a groan, and ſalute the light 
with the voice of ſorrow : Generally, I ſay, for ſome- 
times they are born half-dead, and cannot without 
the utmoſt difficulty be brought to breathe and 
groan, But all are born at the hazard of their 
lives: For, while ſome cannot preſs into the land 
of the living, without being dangerouſly bruiſed ; 
others have their tender bones diſlocated, Some 
are almoft ſtrangled; and it is the horrible fate of 
others, to be forced into the world by inftraments of 
torture; having their ſcull bored through or broken 
to pieces, or their quivering limbs cut or torn off 
from the unfortunate trunk. Again, 

While ſome appear on the ſtage of life embar- 
raſed with ſuperfluous parts, others unaccountably 
mutilated, want thoſe which are neceſſary: And 
what is more terrible ſtill, a few, whoſe hideous, 
* ID 
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miſhapen bodies lem calculated to repreſent che 
deformity of a fallen ſoul, rank among frightful 
monſters; and to terminate the horror of the pa- 
rents, are actually ſmothered and deſtroyed. 

The ſpeQators, it is true, concerned for the 
honour of mankind, frequently draw a veil over 
theſe ſhocking and bloody ſcenes; but a philoſo- 
pher will find them out, and will rationally infer, 
that the deplorable and dangerous manner in which 

mankind are born, proves than to we degenerate, 
fallen creatures FF 


ll. ARGUMENT. 


If we let our thoughts aſcend, from the little 
ſufferers, to the mothers that bear them; we ſhalt. 
- find another dreadful proof of the divine diſplea- 
- ſure and of our natural depravity. Does not a good 
maſter, much more a gracious God, delight in the 


proſperity 


+ Logicians will excuſe the author, if he prefers. the common, 
unaffected manner of propoſing his arguments; to the formal 
method of the ſchools. But they may eaſily try his cnt yMemes 
by giving them the form of ſyllogiſms, thus. 

I. Argument. If the rod of God is fearfully ſhaken over 
this globe, the diſordered habitation of mankind ; it is a ag 
| they are under his diſpleaſure. 

But God's rod isfearfully ſhaken Sas &c. There- 
fore mankind are under his pleaſure. 

II. Argument, A pure and innocent creature cannot be 
born under ſuch and ſuch deplorable circumſtances. 

Baut man is born under ſuch and ſuch deplorablecircumftances, 
Therefore man is not a pure and innocent creature. 
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proſperity and happineſs of his faithful ſervants? 
If mankind were naturally in their Creator's fa- 
vour, would he not order the fruit of the womb to 
drop from it, without any more inconveniency, 
than ripe vegetables fall from the opening huſk, or - 
full-grown fruit from the diſburdened tree ? Dut 
how widely different is the caſe! | 

Fix your attention on pregnant mothers: ' See 
their diſquietude and fears. Some go before hand 
through an imaginary travel, almoſt as painful to 
the mind, as the real labour is to the body. The 
dreaded hour comes at laſt. Good God! What 
lingering, what tearing pains; what redoubled 
throes, what killing agonies attend it! See the 
curſe—or rather, ſee it not. Let the daughter 
of her who taſted the forbidden fruit without the 
man, drink that bitter cup without him. Fly from 
the mournful ſcene, fly to diſtant apartments But 
in vain—The din of ſorrow purſues and overtakes 
you there. 

A child of man is at the point of being born; 
his tortured mother proclaims the news in the bit- 
tereſt accents, They increaſe with her increaſing 
agony, Sympathize and pray, while ſhe ſuffers a 
and groans— Perhaps while ſhe ſuffers and dies: 
For it is poſſibly her dying groan that reaches your 
ear. Perhaps nature is ſpent in the hard travel; 
her ſon is born, and with Jacob's wife, ſhe cloſes 


her languid eye and expires. Perhaps the 5 


inſtruments of death are upon her: The keen ſteel 
mangles her delicate frame: As Cæſar's mother, 
| > 7" __ 


gs An APPEAL, Sc. 
ſhe generouſly ſuffers her body to be opened, hat 
her unborn child may not be torn from her in pie- 
ces; and the fertile tree is unnaturally*cut down, 
| that its fruit may be ſafely gathered, , 
Perhaps neither mother nor child can be ſaved, 
and one grave is going to deprive a diſtrafted mor- 
tal of a beloved Rachel, and a long expected Ben- 
jamin. If this is the caſe, O Earth, Earth, Earth, 
conceal theſe ſlain, cover their blood, and detain 
in thy dark boſom, the fearful curſe that brought 
them there, Vain wiſh! Too active to be confin- 
ed in thy deepeſt vaults, it ranges through the 
world: With unrelenting fiercenefs it Purſues 
trembling mothers, and forces them to lift up their 
voice for ſpeedy relief: Though varied according 
to the accents of an hundred languages, it 1s the 
ſame voice, that of the bittereſt anguiſh: And 
while it is reverberated from hamlet to hamlet, 
from city to city, it ſtrikes the unprejudiced in- 
quirer, and makes him confeſs, that theſe clouds 
of unbribed witneſſes, by their loud, conſentane- . 
ous evidence, impeach Six, the tormenter of the 
woman, and murderer of her offspring. 2 
But ſuppoſe the caſe is not ſo fatal, and ſhe is 
at laſt delivered; her labour may be over, yet not 
her pain and danger; a lingering weakneſs may 
carry her ſlowly to her grave. If ſhe recovers, 
the may be a mother, and yet unable to act a mo- 
ther's part. Her pining child ſucks her diſordered 
breaſt in vain: Either the ſprings of his balmy 
food are dried up, or they overflow with a putrid 
e 
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Joathſom fluid, and excruciating ulcers cauſe the 
ſoft lips of the infant, Mi pay xt : 

of the ſword. © apes hg 
I ſhe b —— 
RE yet ſhe, may date the beginning of ſomo cha 
nical diſeaſe, from her: dangerous yigg in; and} 
in conſequence of her hard wreſtting for the bien 
fing of a child, may with the patriarch- go tralting 
all her days. Ho ſenfible ate the marks of divine 
indignation, in all theſe ſcenes of ſorrow! Tow 
conſequently how viſible our finfulneſs and guflt. . 
Nor can the juſtneſs of the itiſerence be denied: 
under pretence that the fetnales of other animals, 
which neither do nor can fin, bring forth their 
young with pain, as well as Women. For, if , 
take a view of the whole earth} we ſtall not ſee 
any ſemales, except the daugliters of Eve, h 
groan under a periodical diforder, that intails lat 
guor and pain, weakneſs and mortal diſeaſes, 
their moſt blooming days. Nor do we in genera 
find any, that are delivered of meir offspring with 
half the ſorrow and danger of women. Theſe top | 
remarkable circumſtances Idudiy call Upon us, $41 
look ſor the cauſe of the ſortow, Which attends ts | 
delivery of female animals, where that Torrow 
is. moſt: ſenhibly felt; and to admiré the "OY 
agreement, that ſubfiſts between the obſervatious 


of natural philoſophers, and the aſſertion of the 
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"IF we en to 3 even before 1 bun 


he womb of their tortured: mothers, they afford us 
a ne proof of their total degeneracy. For reaſon 


diftates, that if they were not conceived in ſin, 


| the Father of mercies could not, conſiſtently with 
his goodncls and Juſtice, command the cold hand 
of death to nip-them i in the unopened, or juſt open» 
ed bud. This nevertheleſs happens every hour, 
Who can number the early miſcarriages: of the 
womb 2? How many millions of miſerable embrios 
feel the pangs of death before thoſe. of birth, and 
prepoſterouſſy turn the fruitful womb into a living 


grave? And how many millions more of wretched | 


infants, eſcape the dangers of their birth-day, and 
'Glute the troubleſome light, only to take their 
untimely leave of it, after languiſhipg a ſew days 


2 on the rack of a convulſive, or torturing diſorder? 


1 alk again, Would a good and righteous God ſeal 
the death-warrant of ſuch multitudes of his unborn, 
or newly - born creatures, if their natural depravity 
Ad not render them proper ſubjes of diſſolution? 

1 is true, the young of beaſts ſuffer and die, as 
-well as infants; ; but it is only becauſe they are in- 
ö volved in our miſery. They partake. of it as the 
attendants of a noble traitor ſhare in his deſerved 
| ruin. Sin, that inconceivable virulent and pow- 
erful evil, drew down-God' s righteous curſe upon 
all that was created for- man's uſe, as well as upon 
man . himſelf, Hence only ſprings the degeneracy 


"and 
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and death, that turn boatsto 3 duſt 
with mankind. Compare Gen. it. 17. Rom. v: 
12. and viii. 22. We may then juſtly infer, from 
the ſufferings and death of ſtill- born or new- born 
children, that man is totally degenerate, and inn | 
nnn even from bis mother's womb... ' 
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26 1 
But take your. a wa the- W already 
buried in the Womb, or depoſued in à coſſin of a2 
ing child. See him ſtupidly ſtaring in his nurſe's 
lap, or auk wardly paſſing through childhood to 
manhood. H ow viſfible is ee Wer 
A ell. 1 vol . 
Part of the divine. DN . Wee 
in Adam, conſiſted in purity, power, and knows 
| ledge : But now, he is naturally the leaſt cleanly, 
as well as the moſt helpleſs and ignorant of alt 
animals. Ves, if the reader could forgive: the in- 
delicacy of the affertion, for the ſake of its truth 
I would venture to ſhew, that there is no comparty 
| Yon between the cleanlineſs of the little active ani» - 
mals, which fuck the filthy ſwine; and of helpleſs 
infants, who ſuck the purer breaſts of their tender 
mothers. But, ' caſting à veil over the dribbling, 
| loathſom, little creatures; - without fear of being 
contradicted I aver, that the young of thoſe brutes, 
Which are ſtupid; to a proverb, know . their-dams, 
and follow them as ſoon as they are dropped: 5 
as þ D 2 whilſt 
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ticular notice of their parents, and without being 
able, I ſhall not fay to follow them, but even to 
bear the Wen- of their 2 _ or ftand 
With reference to 4. knowledge . fox 
the ſupport of animal life, it is undeniable that 
brutes have greatly the advantage of mankind. 
Fowls and fiſhes, immediately and with amazing 
a thouſand uſcleſs and noxious things: But infants 
put indiſſeronily to their mouth all that comes to 
their hand, whether it be food or poiſon, a coral 
or a knife: And, what is more aſtoniſhing ſtill, 
grown-up: pesſons ſcarce ever attain io the know- 
ledge of the quantity, or quality of the meat 
and drink, which are _ lens to nen 
ſtitutions. 7 8 

1 ö avg 
vogetable, that can (in ſome caſes) relieve their 
_ diſtreſs : But many phyſicians, even after ſeveral 
years /ſtady and praftice, hurt and ſometimes kill 
their patients by improper medicines. Birds of 
| Paſſage by mere inftin&, find the north and thC 
wut more readily than marinets by the compaſs. 


Vntaught ſpidets weave their webs, and unin- 


| iraRted bees make their eombs to the (greateſt per- 
fection: But fallen man weg © 

all the help n wok, ad patterns, ſeldom 
N r e [C4 -Dets 
1 55 7 Again, 
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Again, other animals are provided with a tiaturat 
covering, that anſwers the double end vf uſefulneſs 
and ornament: But indigent man is obliged to 
borrow from plants, beaſts, and worms, the ma- 
terials with which he hides his nakedneſs, or de- 
fends his feebleneſs; and a great part of his ſhort 
life is ſpent in providing, or putting on and off 
garments, the gaudy tokens of his ſhane, or by... 
badges of his fall. 47 4 
Are not theſe plain proofs, that man, who ede 
ing to his ſuperior rank, and primitive excellency, 
mould in all things have the pre-eminence,' is now. 
a degraded being, curſed for his apoſtacy with | 
native uncleanlineſs, helpleſſneſs,” NY and 
nakedneſs eG al} other en | 


VI. ARGUMENT: : 
5 Gt LIES 

Man's natural-ignorance, great as it is, might 
nevertheleſs be overlooked, if he had but the right 
knowledge of his Creator. But alas! The holy - 
and righteous God judicially withdraws himſelf © 
from his unholy, apoſtate creature. Man is not 
properly acquainted with him in whom he lives, and 
moves, and hath his being. This humbling truth 
may be demonſtrated by the 3 obſervati- 
ons, 


God is infinitely be; ; alt the „ 
which is found in the moſt exalted creatures, ii 
but the reflection of the tranſcendent effulgence, 
* to that glorious Sun of ſpiritual beauty: 8 5 
Da + 
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it is but the lurface of the unfalhomable depths of 
* gpodneſs, and lovelineſs, which regenerate ſouls, 
diſcover in that boundleſs ocean of all excellence. 
If therefore men ſaw God, they could far leſs help 
being firuck with holy awe, | overwhelmed with 
pleafing wonder, and raviſhed with delightful 
admiration ; than a man born blind, and reſtored 
to ſight in the blaze of a ſummer's day, could help 
being tranſported at the glory of the new and unex- 
petted ſeenc.* Could me but fee virtue in all her 
| beauty, ſaid an heathen, fie would raviſh our hearts: 
How much greater mp, raviſhment be, if we 
were indulged with a clear, immediate diſcovery 
of the divine beauty, the eternal original of all 
virtue, the exuberant fountain of all perſection 
and delight? But alas! how few thus behold, ' 
know, and admire God, may eaſily be ſeen by the 
 Impious or vain condu@ of mankind. 
Ika multitude of men ingenioufly con feſa, they 
> 3 the king; if they take his ſtatue, or one 
of his attendants for him; or if they doubt whether 
here be a king; or ſport with his name and laws 
in his preſence; we reaſonably conclude, that they 
neither fee nor know the royal perſon. And is not 
tis the of the ſuperſtitious, who, like the 
Athenians, worſhip an »nknown God ? Of idolators, 
who bow to favourite mortals, or lifeleſs images, as 
to the true ? Of anfidels, who doubt the very 
being of a God? AI finners, the bulk of 
mankind, 
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waiikind, who live every whore bs u ee was 
Gene 8 manifeſts liſe l 
til more evidently, by the confe ſſions both ox 
real and nominal Chriſtians,” The former, before 
they knew- God, and were admitted - to-brhold bis 
glory ſhining in the face of Jeſus Ctriſt, bitterly com- 
plained as Iſaiah, Verily thou art a God that "hideft 
thyſelf ; or mournſury aſked with David, How long 
wilt thou hide thy face from me? It is plain then, 


* 


1 1 
2288 +7 S435 "IT »+ © 1 * 


that, by nature, they were as others, without Gab 
(practical atheiſts) in the world, and have as much 


reaſon as St. Paul to 1 nme * 
dom knew not Ct. 


As for nominal Chriſtians, ako "they daily 
pray that the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoft may be with 
us all, it is evident they are utter ſtrangers to com- 
munion with Cod by his Holy Spirit. For if e 
affirm, that he bleſſes his children with a ſpiritual. 
diſcovery of his preſence, and manifeſts himſelf to. 
them as he doth not to the world, they ſay we are mad, 

or call us enthuſiaſts, © This behaviour thews, 
bond all conſeſſions, that they ure totally une 


quainted with the light of God's countenance; For, 


what greater proof can a blind man gibe, that he 
has no knowledge of the ſun, than to ſuſpect his 


neighbour of lunacy, for ew AUS i is 


a dehightfal reality? | 
From this moral demonſtration of our naturaE 
ignorarrce of God, 1 draw the following conclu- 


fon. VF the IL Lord, , Who i is a mild and condeſcend- 


1 „ing 
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ing king to all his loyal ſubje tts, a father full of 
endearing and tender love to all his duti ful chil 
dren, hides bis face; from mankind in a natural 
Kate; and if what little they know of him, is only 
by conjecture, hear- ſay, or + inference; it is a 
proof, that they are under his diſpleaſure; and 
_ conſequently, that they are aan fallen : 
creatures. 

For, what but 8 aaa thus WES} ha 
tween beings ſo nearly related, as an infinitely 
gracious Creator, and favourite. creatures, whoſe 
ſoul is, according to an heathen, divine particula 
aura; and according to Moſes, the very breath of 
God ? We may then rationally conclude with the 
evangelical prophet, that our iniquities have ſepa- 
rated between us and our God, and that our fins have + 

hid has face from us, eclipſed the ſun of righteouſneſs, 
and brought ſuch darkneſs on our fouls, that, by 
nature, we know neither what we are, nor what 
we ſhould be; neither whence. we come, nor | 
whither we are going; neither the grand buſineſs 
we have to do, nor the danger that attends ous: 
leaving It undone. . TEE 


— 


1 5 VII. 4 * U * E * 7. 


11 by nature e bes not he 13 to 5 
_ Goes... is it een that nenn not 
/ know 
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ſufgcient to leave without excuſe thoſe who do nat improve it | 


' Ul they attain tothe faving knowledge mentioned, John w. 41 
ö 20. 
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* mankind. Wd; be their a Newerhele 
man, Ws: far the nobleitwerk'ef God here below, 
ſhould, according to the ireaſon and fitneſs of things, 
bear rule over all- the ſublunary ereation. But 
alas! even in this reſpect, How is the crown fallen | 
from his head ! Inferior animals have S ee | 
for him, as he has for his God. | 
Notwithſtanding his artful tente greedy 
birds and miſchievous beaſts cat up, trample down, 
or deſtroy part of the fruit of his rural labour. In 
warmer climes, armies of locuſts, more terrible | 
man hoſts of men, frequently darken the air, or 
cover the ground, and equally” mock at kuman 
power and craft, Wherever they light, all ver- 
dure diſappears, ' and the ſurniier's frultfutheſ is 
turned into wintry dels GSA: ů „ er el 
If locuſts do not rrach this kippy iſland; cater. 
pillars, and a variety of other feemingly inſigniſi⸗ 
cant, but really formidable inſects, make a more 
conſtant, though leſs general attack upon our trees 
and gardens, In vain are they deſtroyed by "mit! 
hons, they cannot be fully” conquered; and the 
yearly-returning plague forces the conſiderate ſpee⸗ 
tator, to acknowledge the linger « of 2 bin avenging N 
Providence. 4s | 
Happy would i t be for =, if rebellious animals | 
were ſatisfied with. the produce of his fields and 
orchards : But alas! They thirſt, after his blood, 
and attack his perſon. Lions, 9 tigers, 1 ratle- ſnakes, 
crocodiles, and ſharks, whenever they have an 


opportunity, | 
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aſtoniſhing, the baſeſt reptiles are not afraid to 
breed in his ſtomach, io ſwe in his very bowels 
and to conſume his inward parts: While ſwarmt 
of flying, leaping ox cxeeping inſetis, too vile to 
be. named, but not to humble a proud apoſtate, 
have the inſolence to fix upon his ſkin; and by 
piercing or furrowing his fleſh, ſuck his blood, 
and. feaſt upon him ſrom his cradle to the grave. 
, Domeſtic animals, it is true, do man excellent 
ſervice: But, is ii not becauſe he either forces, ot 
bribes them to it, by continual labour and expence; 
with which he breaks and maintains them ? What 
buſineſs have. multitudes of men, but to ſerve the 
drudges of mankind ?- What are ſmiths, farriers, 
farmer's. ſervants, grooms, hoftlers, &c. but tha 
Met of þnytes, waſhing, currying, ſhoeing, feed- 
ing, and waking. Pans: them both by day and * 
night Et: | 

And yet, notwithanding the . grant 
ed to Noah's piety, G 
| of domeſlic animals, do they » not rebel ; as often as 
they dare ? Here, ſheep. deemed the quieteſt of all, 

run aftray, or break into the field of a litigious 
neighbour: : There, the furious bull purſues and 
gores, or the raging dog ſets upon and tears the 
inoffenſive traveller. To day you read, that an 
impetyous, foaming geed hath, hurried away, 
thrown off, and dragged along his unforwnate 
mater, whole be blood 1 Og duſt, and brains 
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daſhed upon the ſtones, direct the ſearch. of his 

diſconſolate friend: And to-morrow you may hear; 

that a vicious horſe has daned his iron-fenced hoof 

into his attendant's breaſt or fornhead, and has N 

lamed or killed him on the ſpot. * Dok 
And would the wiſe governor of as world, PR | = 

kind protector of his obedient. creatures, permit 

this rebellion, even -of the tameſt animals, .and 

baſeſt vermin againſt man, if man himſelf 2606 100k 

a daring rebel againſt him; Dogs! * 


F 
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That a contemptible. iuſett mould dare to ſet 
upon, and be able to deyour a proud monarch, an 
Herod in the midſt of his guards, is terrible: But 
the miſchief ſtops not here. Numerous tribes of 
other baſe animals are armed with poiſonous 
tongues or ſtings, and uſe them againſt mankind 
with peculiar rage, To ſay nothing of mad dogs, 
have not aſps, + vipers, tarantulas, ſcorpions, ant 
other venomous ſerpents and inſets, the deſtruc- 
tive {kill of extracting the quinteſſence of the curſe, 
which fin, our moral poiſon, hath brought upon 
the earth ? When we · come within their reach, do 
they not bite or ſting, us with the .utmoſt Fe? 

And by infuſing their ſubtle venom into our blood, 
Spread they not anguiſh and deſtru@ion through 

+ Some will ſay that viper's fleſh is uſcful-in phyſick. I grant 
is; nne W ne 
belote * can be invalidated. 
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our agonizing frame ? Anſwer, ye thouſands, wh | 
died in the wilderneſs of the bite of fiery ſerpertts; | 
and ye multitudes, who” in almoſt all Ca. 
baveſheredtheir deplorable fate. 8 4 
Let us deſcend to the vegetable world” 00 
many deceitſul rosts, plants, and fruits depofite 
their" pernicious” juices" in tHe ſtomach of theft, 
who -unwarily feed upon them!” Did not Eliſha, 
an he ſons ofthe prophets, narrowly eſcape þeiri 
poiſoned all together, by one of them fatally mif 
| taking a pot-herb? And do not many go quickly, 
or flowly to their grave by ſuch melaricholy ac- 
cidents ? 
Mineruls dab e not the ln to enter into 
the genetel confpiracy agarnſt mankind; Under 
inoffenſive appearances, do not they contain whit 
is deſtructive to the animal frame? And have not 
mamy fallen à ſacrifice to their ignorance of the 
miſchief lurking in arſenic, and other mĩneral pro- 
dudtions ꝰ Nor are metallic effluvia lefs fiurtſul to 
hundreds; and the health of mankind i is perhaps 
moreinjured by copper alone, than it is preſerved 
by all the mineral waters n the world: It is ac- 
know iedged, that numbers are poiſoned by food 
prepared” in ute nſils made of chat dangerous metal; 
and pw” 3 — les 1 hart by the * 
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- means 
4 8 his Seed cemetics are | prepived. with an- 
- timiony and mercury: But it is well koown that the perſons 
vho uſe them only expel one poiſon with another; as the decayed 
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medicines abundantly prove. _ l 290 
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means, is only known to a wiſe and righteous pro- 
vidence. | | 
Thus God leaves us in a world, where miſchief 
lurks under a variety of things apparently uſeful, 
without giving us the leaſt intimation of deſtructi- 
on near, To ſay that infinite goodneſs can deal thus 
with innocent creatures, is offering violence to our 
reaſon, and an affront to divine juſtice, Conclude 
then with me, Reader, that we have loſt our ori- 
ginal innocence, and forfeited our Creator's favour. 


IX ARGUMEN T. 


But if the generality of mankind eſcape all the 
various ſorts of poiſon, do they eſcape the curſe, 
of toil and ſweat? And is not a great majority of 
them, reduced to ſuch ſordid want, and preſſing 
neceſſity; - as to be obliged to do the n 
drudgery for a wretched maintenance? 

When God made them to have dominion eh ils 
works of his hands; when he put all things in ſub- _ 
jection under their feet, and crowned them with glory and 
honour ; they filled up each happy hour in evidenc: - 
ing their love to him and to each other : they ſpent 
their golden moments in admiring the variety arid 
beauty of his works; finding out the divine ſigna- 
tures impreſſed upon them, ſwaying their mild 
ſcepter over the obedient creation, and enjoying 
the rich, incorruptible fruits, which the earth 
ſpontaneouſly produced in the greateſt perfe&ion 

| and abundance, - Thus their pleaſure was without 
E idleneſs 


50 An APPEAL &c 


idleneſs or pain, and their employment without 


toil or wearineſs, 

But no ſooner did di-obedience open the flood- 
gates of natural evil, than arduous labour came in 
full tide upon mankind ; and a thouſand painful 
arts were invented to mitigate the manifold curls 
which fin had brought upon them. 

Since the fall, our bodies are become vulnerable 
and ſhamefully naked; and it js the buſineſs of 
thouſands to make, or ſell all forts of garments for 
our defence and ornament. The. earth has loſt 
her original fertility; and thoulands more with 
iron inſtruments open her boſom, to force her to 
yield us a maintenance; or with immenſe labour 
ſecure her precarious, decaying fruits : Immode- 
rate rains deprive her of her ſolidity, and earth- 
quakes or dcluges deſtroy her evenneſs; numbers 
therefore are painfully imployed in making or 
mending roads. Each country affords ſome only 
of the neceſſaries or conveniencies of life; this 
obliges the mercantile inhabitants to tranſport, with 
immenſe trouble and danger, the produce of one place 
| to ſupply the wants of another. We are expoſed to 
a variety of dangers: Our perſons. and property 
muſt. be ſecured againſt the inclemency of the 
weather, the attacks of evil beaſts, and the aſſaults 
of wicked men: Hence the fatigue of millions of 
workmen in wood and ſtone, metals and minerals; 
and the toils and hazards of millions more, who 
live by making, wearing, or uſing the various in- 
: ſtruments of war and laughter, | | 

| Diſorder 
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Diſorder and injuſtice give riſe to government, 
politics, and a labyrinth of laws; and theſe em- 
ploy myriads of officers, lawyers, magi iſtrates, and 


rulers, We are ſubje& to a thouſand pains and 


maladies; hence myriads more preſcribe and pre- 
pare remedies, or attend and nurſe the tick. Our 
univerſal ignorance occaſions the tedious labour 
of giving and receiving inſtruftion, in all the 


branches of human and divine knowledge. And 


to complete the whole, the original tongue of man- 
kind is confounded, and even neighbouring nati- 
ons are barbarians to each other: From hence ariſe 
the painful lucubrations of critics and linguiſts, 
with the infinite trouble of teaching and learning 
various languages. "x 

The curſe introduced by fin is the occaſion of 
all theſe toils, They are ſoon mentioned, but alas! 


bow long, how grievous do they appear io thoſe 
that feel their ſeverity! How many ſighs have © 


they forced from the breaſts, how much ſweat 
from. the bodies of mankind! Unite the former, a 
tempeſt might inſue: Collect the latter, it would 
ſwell into rivers, 

To go no farther than this ond pariſh, with 
what hardſhips, and dangers do our indigent 
neighbours earn their bread! See thoſe who ran- 
ſack the bowels of the earth to get the black mi- 
neral we burn : How little is their lot preferable 
to that of the Spaniſh felons, who work the golden | 
mines ? 


— E 2 They 


They ake 8 leave of he light of the ſun, and 
ſuſpended by a rope, are let down many fathoms 
perpendicularly towards the center of the globe: 
They traverſe” the rocks through which they have. 
dug their horizontal ways: The murderer's cell is 
a palace, in compariſon of the black ſpot to which 
they repair: The vagrant's poſlure in the ſtocks, 
is preferable to that in which they labour, 

Form if you can an idea of the miſery of men 
kneeling, ſtooping, or lying on one fide, to toil 
all day in a confined' place, where a child could 
hardly ſtand: Whilſt a younger company, with 
their hands and feet on the black duſty ground, 
and a Chain about their body, creep and drag along, 
like four-footed beaſts, . heavy loads of the dirty 
mineral, through ways almoſt impaſſable to the 
curious obſerver. 

In theſe low and dreary vaults, all the elements 
ſeem combined againſt them. DeſtruQive damps 
and clouds of noxious duſt infect the air they 
breathe, Sometime water inceſſantly diſtills on 
. their naked bodies; or burſting upon them in 
ſtreams drowns them, and deluges their work. At 
other times, pieces of detached rocks cruſh them 
to death, or the, carth breaking in upon them 
buries them alive. And frequently ſulphureous 
vapours, kindled in an inſtant by the light of their 
candles, form ſubterraneous thunder and lightning: 
What a dreadful phznomenon ! How impetuous 
is the blaſt ! How fierce the rolling flames! How 
rn. the noiſom imell! How dreadful the 
continued 
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continued roar ! How violent and fatal the ex- 
ploſion! ; 

Wonderful 3 Some of the unhappy 
men have time to proſtrate themſelves; ; the hery 
ſcourge grazes their back, the ground ſhields their 
breaſts; they eſcape. See them wound up out of 
the blazing dungeon, and ſay if theſe are not brands 
plucked out of the fire. A peſtiferous ſteam, and 
clouds of ſuffocating ſmoke purfue them. Half 
| dead themſelves, they hold their dead or dying 


| 

| companions in their trembling arms. Merciful 
God of Shadrach ! Kind protector of Meſhech! 
5 Mighty deliverer of Abednego! Patient preſerver 
N of rebellious Jonah Will not theſe utter a ſong— 
J a ſong of praiſe to T nee praiſe ardent as the flames 


they eſcape—laſting as the life thou prolongeſt ?— 
Alas! they refuſe! And ſome—O tell it not among 


0 the Heathens, leſt they for ever abhor the name 
ps of Chriſtian—Some return to the very pits, where 
7 


they have been branded with ſulphureous fire by. 
the warning hand of Providence; and there, ſport- 
ing themſelves again with the moſt infernal wiſhes, . 
call aloud for a fire that cannot be quenched, and. 
challenge the Almighty to caſt them into hell, that; | 

| bottomleſs pit whence there is no return. 
Leave theſe black men at their perilous work; 

and ſee yonder bargemen haling that loaded veſſel * 


g ö Dar) | | 
4 againſt wind and ſtream. Since the dawn of day, 
JW they have wreſtled with- the impetuous current; 
the and now, that it almoſt overpowers them, .how- 


do they.. exert all their remaining ſtrength, and 
5 E.3. : | ftrain « 
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in the intenſeneſs of their toil they bend forward, 


3 


confined to theſe forges and furnaces. Is their lot 


ſmoke and duſt, are the element in which they 


Handle, cylinders of the firſt magnitude the enorm- 
ous weights they heave, veſſels full of melted me- 


ſtrain their every nerve ' How are they bathed in 
ſweat and rain! Faſtened to their lines as horſes to 
their traces, wherein do they differ from the labo- 
rious brutes? Not in an erect poſture of body, for 


their head is foremoſt, and their hands upon the 
ground. If there is any difference, it conſiſts in 
this: Horſes are indulged with a collar to fave 
their breaſt; and theſe, as if theirs was not worth 
ſaving, draw without one: The beaſts tug in pati- 
ent ſilence and mutual harmony; but the men 
with loud contention and horrible imprecations. 
O fin, what haſt thou done! Is it not enough that 
theſe drudges ſhould toil like brutes, muſt they alſo 
curſe one another like devils ? 

If you have gone beyond the hearing 5 their 
impious oaths, ſtop to conſider the ſons of Vulcan 


much preferable? A ſultry air, and clouds of 


labour. The confuſed noiſe of water falling, ſteam 
hiſhng, fire-engines working, wheels turning, files 
creaking, hammers beating, ore burſting, and bel- 
lows roaring, form the diſmal conce-t that ſtrikes 
the ears; while a continual erupt: on of flames, 
aſcending from the mouth of their artificial volca- 
nos, dazzle: their eyes with an horrible glare, 
Maſſy bars: of hot iron are the heavy tools they 


tal the dangerous loads they carry, ſtreams of the 
& ; | ſame 


* 
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ſame burning fluid the, fiery rivers, which they 
conduct into the deep cavities of their ſubterrane- 
ous moulds; and millions of flying ſparks, with a 
thouſand drops of liquid, hiſſing iron, the horrible 
ſhowers to which they are expoſed. See them 
caſt; you would think them in a bath and not in a 
furnace: They bedew the burning ſand with their 
ſtreaming ſweat : nor are their wet garments dried 
up, cither by the fierce fires that they attend, or 
the fiery ſtreams which they manage. Certainly, 
of all men, theſe have reaſon to remember the Juſt 
ſentence of an offended God: In the ſweat of thy face 
ſhalt thou eat thy bread, all the days of thy life. 

All indeed do not go through the ſame toil ; but 
all have their ſhare of it, eithet in bodyor in mind. 
Behold the ſtudious Son of learning; his intenſe 
application hath waſted his fleſh, exhauſted his 
ſpirits, and almoſt dried up his radical moiſture. 
Conſider the man of fortune: Can his thouſands a 
year exempt him from the curſe of Adam ? No; 
he toils perhaps harder in his ſports and debauche- 
ries, than the poor plowman that works his eſtate, 

View that corpulent epicure, who idles away 
the whole day, between the feſtal board and the 
dozing couch, You may think that he, at leaſt, 

- is ies from” the curſe which I deſcribe : But you 
are miſtaken; while he is living, as he thinks, a 
life of luxurious eaſe and gentle inactivity, he fills - 
himſelf with crude humours, and makes way for 
the gnawing gout and racking gravel, See even 
now, how ſtrongly. he perſpires, and with what 

uneaſineſs 
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uneaſineſs he draws his ſhort breath, and wipes his 
dewy, ſhining face! Surely he toils under the load 

ol an undigeſted meal. A porter carries a burden 
upon his brawny ſhoulders, but this wretch has 
conyeyed one into his ſick ſtomach. He will not 
work; let him alone, and e'er long acute pains 
will bathe him in as profuſe a ſweat, as that of the 
furnace man; and ſtrong medicines will exerciſe 
him to ſuch a degree, that he will envy even the 
collier's lot, 

pe It is evident therefore, that niankind are under 

a curſe of + toil and ſweat, according to the divine 
ſentence recorded by Moſes; and that they are 
frequently condemned by. providence to as hard 
labour for life, as wretched felons rowing in the 
galleys, or digging in the mines, 4 But, as it is 
abſolutely incredible, that a good God, who by a 
word can ſupply the wants of all his creatures, 
ſhould. have ſentenced" innocent mankind to theſe 


— 


inconceivable 


+* It has ben aſſerted that the ſhort pleafure of cating and 
drinking makes amends for the ſevereft toil. The beſt way to 
bring ſuch idle, ſenſual objectors to reaſon, would be to make 
them earn every meal by 2 or 3 hours threſhing. Beſides, What 
great pleaſure can thoſe have in cating, who actually ſtarve, or 
juſt ſtay gnawing hunger, by food coarſer than that which their 
rich neighbours give to their dogs ? 
} God's image diſinherited of day, 
Here, plung'd in mines forgets a ſun was made; 
There, Beings deathleſs as their haughty Lord, 
Are hammer'd to the galling oar for life, 6h 
And ple the winter's wave, and reap deſpair; Younes 
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inconceivable hardſhips, to procure or enjoy the 


neceſſaries of life; it is evident they are > Suiliy, 
miſerable offenders. 


x. ARGUMENT. A 


Hard labour oy ſweat, make up but one of the 
innumerable calamities, incident to the wretched 
inhabitants of this world. Turn your eyes which 
way you pleaſe, and you will ſee ſome flying from, 
others groaning under, the rod of God; and the 
greateſt number buſily making a ſcourge: for. the 
backs of their fellow-creatures, or their own, 

To paſs over the miſery of the brute creation: 

To ſay nothing of the ſubtilty and rapaciouſneſs, 
with which (after the example of ment) they lay "i 
wait for, and prey upon one another: To caſt a = 
veil over. the agonies of millions, that are daily 1 
ſtabbed, ſtrangled, ſhot, and even flead, boiled | 
or ſwallowed up alive, for the ſupport of man's | b 
life, or the indulgence of his luxury: And not to 4 
mention again the almoſt uninterrupted cries of | 
feeble infancy: Only take notice of the tedious | 
confinement of childhood, the blaſted ſchemes of 
youth, the anxious cares of riper years, and the 
deep groans of wrinkled, decrepid, tottering old 
} Eager ambiiion's fiery chaſe I ſee ; 4 i | 

I ſee the circling hunt of noify men, 

Burſt laws incloſure, leap the mounJs of right, | 

Purſuing and purſued, each others prey; 


As wolves, for rapine; as the fox, for wiles ; 
Till da, that mighty hunter, carths them all, Youne, 
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age: Fix your attention upon family trials; Here, 
z prodigal father ruins his children, or undutiful 
children break the hearts of their fond parents: 
There, an unkind huſband embitters the life of 
his wife, or an imprudent wife ſtains the honour 
of her huſband: A ſervant diſobeys, a relation 
miſbehaves, a ſon lies ill, a tenant breaks, a-neigh- 
bour provokes, a rival ſupplants, a friend betrays, 
or an __ triumphs. Peace ſeldom continues 
| Liften to the ſighs of the afflited, the moans of 
the diſconſolate, the complaints of the oppreſled, 
and ſhrieks of the tortured : Confider the defor- 
mity of the faces of ſome, and diſtortion or muti- 
lation of the limbs of others: To awaken your 
. compaſſion, + here a beggar holds out the ſtump 
of a thigh or an arm: There, a ragged wretch hops 
after you, upon one leg and two crutches; and a 
little farther you meet with a poor creature, uſing 
his hands inſtead of feet, and dragging through the 
mire the cumbrous weight of a body without lower 
parts. oF oy: 8 
lmagine, if poſſible, the Hardſhips of thoſe who 
are deſtitute of one of their ſenſes: Here, the 
blind is guided by a dog, or gropes for his way 
in the blaze of noon: There, the deaf lies on the 
brink of danger, inattentive to the loudeſt calls: 
Hen; 


1 Some ſor hard maſters broken under arms; 
In battle lop'd away, with half their limbs, 


Beg buter bread _ rea.ms their valour av'd. 
| Younc, 
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Here, ſi the dumb ſentenced to eternal ſilence: 
There, dribbles the idiot doomed to' perpetual 

childhood; and yonder the paralytic ſhakes with- 

out intermiſſion, or lies ſenſeleſs, the 3 

image of a living corpſe. 

Leaving theſe wretched creatures, conſider the 
tears of the diſappointed, the ſorrows of the cap- 
tive, the anxieties of the accuſed, the fears of the 
guilty, and terrors of the condemned. Take a 
turn through jails, inquiſttions, houſes of correction, 
and places of execution. Proceed to the mournful 
rooms of the languiſhing, and weariſome beds of the 
ſick; and let not the fear of ſeeing human woe, in 


you from viſiting hoſpitals, infirmaries, and bed- 
lams : | i 0 


A place 

Before your eyes appears, ſad, noiſom, dark, 
A lazar-houſe it ſeems, wherein are laid 
Numbers of all diſeas'd : all maladies 
Of ghaſtly ſpaſm, or racking torture, qualmes 
Of heart- ſick agony, all fev'rous kinds, 
Convulſions, epilepſies, fierce catarrhs, 
Inteſtine ſtone, and ulcer, cholic- pangs, 5 
Dzmoniac phrenzy, moaping melancholy, 
And moon-ſtruck madneſs, pining atrophy, 
Maraſmus, and wide-waſting peſtilence, 
Dropſies, and afthma's, and joint-racking rheums. 
Dire is the toſſing? Deep the groans! Deſpair 
Attends the ſick, buſieſt from couch to couch: 
And over them, triumphant Death his dart 

Shakes 


. 


ſome of its moſt deplorable appearances, prevent 


Go. An APPEAL, .. 


- 


Shakes; but delays to ſtrike, tho' oft invlſ'd - 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope, 
Mirron. | 


To cloſe the horrible proſpect, view the 1 05 
of cities and kingdoms, the calamities of wrecks 


and ſieges, the horrors of ſea-fights and fields of 


battle; with all the crimes, devaſtations, and 
cruelties, that accompany revenge, contention, . 
and war; and you will be obliged to conclude with 
Job, that corrupt man is born to trouble as the ſparks 
fly upward; with David, that the earth is full of 
darkneſs and crae! habitations; and with every im- 
partial enquirer, that our depravity, and God's 


juſtice, concur to make this world a vale of tears, 


as well as a field of toil and ſweat; a vaſt priſon for 
rebels already * tied with the chains of their fins,” 
a boundlefs ſcaffold for their execution, a golgotha, 

an aceldama, an immenſe field of torture and blood. 

Some will probably ſay: © This picture of the 
world is drawn with black lines, but kinder pro- 
vidence blends light and ſhade together, and tem- 
pers our calamities with numberleſs bleſſings.” 1 
anſwer: It cannot be too thankfully acknowledg- 
ed, that, while patience ſuſpends the ſtroke of 
juſtice, God, for Chriſt's ſake, reſtores us a thou- 
fand forfeited bleſſings, that his goodneſs may lead us 
to repentance. But alas! What is the conſequence, 
where divine grace does not prove victorious over 
corrupt nature? To all our fins, do we not add 
the crime of either enjoying the favours of provi- 
dence 


- 
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dence with the greateſt ingratitude, or of abuſing 
them with the moſt provoking inlolence, 


Our actions are far more expreſſive of our real 
ſentiments, than our words, Why this variety of 
exquiſite food? ſays the voluptuary, whoſe life loud- 
ly ſpeaks what his lips dare not utter? Why this 
abundance of delicious wines, but to tempt my 
unbridled appetite, and pleaſe my luxurious pa- 
late? - Would God have given ſofineſs to ſilks, 
brightneſs to colours, and luſtre to diamonds, ſays 
the ſelf-applauding ſmile of a fooliſh virgin, who. 
worſhips herſelf in a glaſs? Would he have com- 
manded the white of the lily thus to meet the bluſh. 
of the role, and beighten ſo elegant a proportion 
of features, if he had not deſigned that the united 
powers of art, dreſs, and beauty, ſhould make me | 
ſhare his divine honours? —Why are we bleſſed 
with dear children and amiable friends, ſays the 
ridiculous behaviour of fond parents and faptured 
lovers, but that we ſhould fuſpend our happineſs 
on their raviſhing ſmiles, and place them as fa- 
vourite idols in the ſhrine of our hearts P And 
why has heaven favaured me both with a ſtrong 
conſtitution, and an affluent fortune, ſays the rich 
ſlave of brutiſh luſts, but that I may drink . ; 
of earthly joys and ſenſual delights? _ | 
Thus bleſſings abuſed or unimproved, become 
curſes in our hands: God's indulgence encourages 
us to offend him: We have the fatal ſkill of ex- 
tracting poiſon from the ſweeteſt flowers; and 


madly turn the oifts of Providence into weapons, 
FF | to 


62 An APPEAL,” Se. 


t attack our Bene factor and deſtroy ourſelves, 

That there are then ſuch perverted gifts, does not 
prove that mankind are innocent, but that God's 
patience endureth- yet daily, and that a Saviour ever 
liveth to make interceſſion for us. 

Should it be farther objeQed, that © our plea- 
ſures counter-balance our calamities: I anſwer: 
The greateſt part of mankind are ſo oppreſſed with 
want and cares, toil and ſickneſs, that their inter- 
vals of eaſe may rather be termed . an alleviation 
of miſery,” than © an enjoyment of happineſs.” 
Our pains are real and laſting, our joys imaginary 
and momentary, Could we exerciſe all our ſenſes 
upon the moſt pleaſing objects, the tooth- ach would 
render all inſipid and. burdenſome; a fit of the 
gout” alone damps every worldly joy, while all 

earthly delights together cannot give us eaſe under 
it: So vaſtly ſuperior is the bitterneſs of one bodily 
pain, tothe ſweetneſs of all the pleaſures of ſenſe ! 

If objectors ſtill urge, that ©& ſufferings are need- 
ful for our trial:” I reply, They are neceſfary for 
our puniſiment and correction, but not for our trial. 
A good king can try the loyalty of his ſubjefts, 
without putting them to the rack. Let Nero and 
- Bonner try the innocent by all ſorts of tortures, but 
let not their barbarity be charged upon a God 
ſtrictly juſt, and inſinitel good. 

However *© calamities prove a bleſſing to ſome.” 
—And fo does tranſportation : | But who ever in- 
ferred from thence, that zeformed felons were tranſ- 
ported for the trial of their virtue, and not for 
| the 
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the puniſhment of their crimes ? -I conclude there-. 
PETR that our calamities and miſeries demonſtrate 


our corruption, as ſtrongly as the puniſhments of 


the baſtinado and pillory, appointed by an equita- 


ble judge, prove the guilt of thoſe, on whom my 
are frequently and ſeverely inflicted. 


XI. ARGUMENT. 


Would to God the multiplied calamities of life,. 
were a ſufficient puniſhment for our deſperate 
wickedneſs! But alas! they only make way for 
the pangs of death. Like traitors, or rather like 
wolves and wipers, to which the Son of God com- 
pares natural men, we are all devoted to deſtructi- 


on. Yes, as we kill thoſe miſchievous een | 


ſo God deſtroys the finful ſons of men. 

If the reader is offended, and denies the morti- 
fying aſſertion, let him viſit with me the mournful 
ſpot, - where thouſands are daily executed, and 
where hundreds make this moment their dying 
ſpeech. . I do not mean what ſome call the bed 
of honour,” a field of battle, but a common death- 

Obſerving, as we go along, thoſe black trophies 
of the king of terrors, thoſe eſcutcheons, which 
prepoſterous vanity fixes up in honour of the de- 
ceaſed, when kind, charity ſhould hang them out 
as a warning to the living; let us repair to thoſe 
mournful apartments, where weeping attendants 
lupport the dying, where ſwooning friends embrace 
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the "th or whence diſtrafted relatives carry out 
the pale remains of all their joy. 

Guided by their groans and funeral lights, let us 
proceed to the dreary charnel-houſes and calvaries, 
which we decently call vaults and church-yards ; 
and without ſlopping to look at the monuments of 
ſome, whom my objector remembers as vigorous as 
himſelf; and of others, who were perhaps his 
partners in nightly revels; let us haſten to ſee the 
duſt of his mouldered anceſtors; and to read upon 
yonder coflins, the dear name of a parent, a child, 
perhaps a wife, turned off from his boſom into the 
gulph of eternity. 

If this ſight does not convince him, I ſhall open 
one ofthe noiſome repoſitories, and ſhe him the 
deep hollows of thoſe eyes, that darted tender ſen⸗ 
ſation into his foul; and odious reptiles fattened 
upon the once charming, now ghaſtly face, he 
doted upon. — But, methinks he turns pale at the 
very propoſal, and, rather than be confronted with 
ſuch witneſſes, acknowledges, that he is condemn- 


ed to die, with all his dear relatives, and the 


whole human race. | 
And is this the caſe? Are we then under ſen- 
tence of death? How awful is the confideration ! 
Of all the things that nature dreads, is not death 
the moſt terrible? And is it not (as being the 
greateſt of temporal evils) appointed by human 
and divine laws, for the puniſhment of capital 
offenders; whether they are named felons and trat- 
e 1 
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tors, or more genteelly called men and finntrs ? Let 
matter of fact decide. 

_ Whilſt earthly judges 2 dancin and 
traitors, to be banged or beheaded z does not the 
Judge of all, ſentence ſinful mankind, either to 
pine away with old age, or be waſted with con- 
ſumptions, burned with fevers, ſcalded with hot 
humors, eaten up with cancers, putrified by mor- 
tifications, ſuffocated by aſthmas, ſtrangled by 
quinſeys, poiſoned by the cup of excels, ſtabbed 
with the knife of luxury, or racked ts deadly by 
diſorders as loathſome, and accidents as Various as 
their fins ? ; | 

If you conſider the circumſtances of ie e 
tion, where is the material difference between the 


male factor and the ſinner ? The jailor and the turn- 


key confine the one to his cell: The diſorder and 
the phyſician confine the other to his bed. The 
one lives upon bread and water: The other upon 
draughts and boluſes. The one can walk with his 

ſetters : The other loaded with bliſters can ſcarcely - 
turn himſelf, The one enjoys freedom from pain, 

and has the perfect uſe of his ſenſes: The other 
complains he is racked all over, and is frequentiy 
delirious. The executioner does his office upon 
the one in a few minutes: But the phyſician and 
his medicines, make the other linger for days, be- 
fore he can die out of his miſery, An honeſt 
ſheriff, and conſtables armed with ſtaves, wait 
upon one; while a greedy undertaker and his party, 


with like emblems of authority, accompany the” 
| FA other: 
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= other: And if it is any advantage to have a nume- | 
= rous attendance, without compariſon the felon has 
| the greater train. 
When the pangs of death are, over, does not the 
difference made between the corpſes conſiſt more 
= in appearance than reality? The murderer is diſ- 
| ſefted in the ſurgeon's hall gratis, and the rich ſin- 
© - ner is embowelled in his own apartment at great 
expence. The robber expoſed to open air, waſtes 
. away in hoops of iron; and the gentleman con- 
| fined to a damp vault, moulders away in ſheets of 
+ lead; And while the fowls of the air greedily prey 
3 upon the one, the vermin of the earth * de- 
vour the other. 
And if you conſider them as launching into the 
g world of ſpirits; is not the advantage, in one re- 
| ſpe, on the male factor's fide? He is ſolemnly 
= aſſured he muſt die; and when the death-warrant 
| B comes down, all about him bid him prepare, and 
4 make the beſt of his ſhort time: But the phyſician 
and chaplain, friends and attendants, generally 
flatter the honourable ſinner to the laſt : And what 
is the conſequence? He either ſleeps on in carnal 
ſecurity, . till death puts an end to all his deluſive 
dreams; or, if he has ſome notion that he muſt 
repent, for fear of diſcompoling his ſpirits, he ſtill 
puts it off till {o--morrow; and in the widſt of his : 
delays God ſays, Thou Fool, Tas NICHT thy fout 
Hall be required of thee. What wonder is it then, if 
when the converted thief goes from the ignominious 
tree to paradile, the ta rich man paſſes. 
from 


LY 


from his purple bed, into an awful eternity, and 
there lifts up his eyes in unexpeRted torments? - 
If theſe are truths too obvious to be denied, 
wilt thou, Sinner, as the thoughtleſs vulgar, blunt 
their edge, by ſaying, with amazing unconcern, 
„Death is a debt we muſt all pay to nature?” 
Alas! This is. granting the point ; for if all have 
contracted fo dreadful a debt, all are in a corrupt 
and loſt eſtate. Nor is this debt to be paid to 


Nature, hut to Juſtice ; otherwiſe dying would be 


as eaſy as ſleeping, or any other natural action: 
But it is beyond expreſſion terrible to thee, from 
whoſe ſoul the Redeemer has not extracted fin, the 
monſter's fting : And if thou doſt not lee it now 
in the moſt alarming light, it is becauſe either thou 
imagineſt it at a great diſtance ; or the double veil 
of raſh preſumption, and brutiſh ſtupidity, is yet 
upon thy hardened heart. F 
Or wilt thou, as the poor heathens, comfort thy-. 
ſelf with the cruel thought, that thou ſhalt not 


die alone?” Alas! dying companions may increaſe, 


but cannot take off the horror of diſſolution, Be- 
ſides, though we live in a crowd, we generally X 
die alone : Each muſt drink that bitter cup, as 
if he were the only mortal in the univerſe. 

What muſt we do then, in ſuch deplorable cir- 


; cumſtances ? What ! But humble ourſelves in the 


duſt, and bow low to the ſcepter of divine juſtice; 
confeſſing that ſince the righteous God has con- 
demned us to certain death, and in general to a 
far more lingering and painful death, than mur- 
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derers and traitors are made to undergo, we are 
certainly degenerate creatures and capital offenders, 
who fland in abſolute need of an Almighty Re- 
deemer. $ 
Permit me now, candid 3 to make 2 ſo- 
un appeal to thy reaſon aſſiſted by the fear of 
God. From all that has been advanced, does it 
not appear, that. man is no more the favoured, 
happy, and innocent creature he was, when he 
came out of the hands of his infinitely gracious 
Creator? And is it not evident that, whether we 
conſider him as born into this diſordered world, 
or dying out of it, or paſling from the womb to 
the grave, under a variety of calamitous circam- 
ſtances, God's providential dealings with him 
prove, that he is by nature in Ee and _ 
eſtate ? j | „ 


A part, how ſmall! of this terraqueous globe 
Is tenanted by man, the reſt a waſte, 
Rocks, deſerts, frozen ſeas, and burning ſands, 
Wild haunts of monſters, poiſons, ſtings, and death, 
Such is earth's melancholy map; but far 
More fad, this earth is a true map of man: 
So bounded are its haughty lord's delights - 

To woe's wide empire, where deep troubles toſs, 
Loud ſorrows how, invenom'd paſſions bite, 
Ravenous calamities our vitals ſeize, 
And threatning fate wide opens to devour. 

4 Ry e 4 een. 
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E have hitherto conſidered man as a mi- 

ſerable inhabitant of a wretched world, 
We have ſeen him ſurrounded by multitudes of 
wants; purſued by legions of diſtreſſes, maladies, 
and woes; arreſted by the king of terrors: caſt into 
the grave; and ſhut up there, the loathſome prey 
of corruption and worms. Let us now conſider him 
as a moral agent; and by examining his diſpoſition, 
character, and conduct, let us ſee whether he is 
wiſely puniſhed, according to the ſentence of im- 
partial juſtice; or wantonly tormented, at the ca- 
price of arbitrary power. 

We cannot help acknowledging, it is highly r. rea- 
ſonable, firſt, that all intelligent creatures ſhould 
love, reverence, and obey their Creator; becauſe 
he is moſt eminently their Father, their Maſter, and 
their King: Secondly, that they ſhould aſſiſt, ſup- 
port, and love each other, as ſellow-ſubje ts, fel- 
low-fervants, and children of the ſame univerſal 
parent: And thirdly, that they ſhould preſerve 
their ſouls and bodies in peace and purity; by 
which means alone they can be happy in themſelves, 
profitable to man, and acceptable to God. This is 
what we generally call natural religion, which is exi- 
dently founded upon eternal reaſon, the fitneſs of 
things, and the eſſential relation of perſons. 


The 
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The propriety of theſe ſanQions is ſo ſelf evident, 
that the Gentiles, who have not the written law, are d 
law unto themſelves, and de (but alas! how ſeldom, 
and from what motives!) the things contained in the 
law, thus fhewwmg that the work, the ſum and ſubſtance 
of the law, though much blotted by the fall, is ſtill 
written in their heart. Nor will it be eraſed thence 
in hell itſelf; for nothing but a ſight of the equity 

of God's law, can clear his vindiQtive juſtice in 
the guilty breaſt, give a ſcorpion's ſting to the worm 
that gnaws the ſtubborn offender, and arm his up- 
braiding conſcience with a whip of biting ſerpents, 

Since the moral law ſo ſtrongly recommends it- 
ſelf to reaſon, let us ſee how univerſally it is obſerv- 
ed or broken: So fhall matter of fact decide, whe- 


ther we are pure and upri ight, or l and de- 
praved. 


XII. ARGUMENT. 


Thoſe who reject the ſcriptures, univerſally agree, 
that all have ſinned, and that in many things we offend 
all, Hence it appears, that perſons of various con- 
ſtitutions, ranks, and education; in all nations, 
religions, times, and places; are born in ſuch a a 
ſtate, and with ſuch a nature, that they infallibly 
commit many ſins in thought, word, or deed. 

But one tranſgreſſion would be ſufficient, to ren- 
der them obnoxious to God's diſpleaſure, and to 
bring them under the fearful curſe of his broken 
law ; For, even according to the ſtatutes of this 
realm, 


realm, a man, who oncc robs a traveller of a ſmall 
ſum of money, forfeits his life; as well as the 
bloody highwayman, who for years barbarouſly 


murders all thoſe whom he ſtops, and accumulates 


" immenſe wealth by his repeated barbarities. 

The reaſon is obvious: Both incur the penalty 
of the law which forbids robbery ; for both effec- 
tually break it, though one does it oftener, and 
with far more aggravating circumſtances than the 
other. So ſure then as one robbery deſerves the 
gallows, one ſin deſerves death; for The foul that 
finneth, ſays God's law, and not the ſoul that com- 
mitteth ſo many ſins, of ſuch or ſuch an heinouſneſs, 
it all die. Hence it is, that the firſt fin of the firſt 
man was puniſhed both with ſpiritual and bodily 
death, and with ten thouſand other evils, The 
juſtice of this ſanction will appear in a ſatisfactory 
tght, if we conſider the following remarks: 

1. In our preſent natural ſtate, we are ſuch 
ſtrangers to God's glory, and the ſpirituality of his 
law; and we are fo uſed to drink the deadly poiſon 


of iniguity like water, that we have no idea of 


the horror, which ſhould ſeize upon us, after a 
breach of the divine law. We are therefore as 
_ unkit judges of the atrociouſneſs of fin, as lawleſs, 
hardened aſſaſſins, who ſhed human blood like 
water, are of the heinouſneſs of murder. 

2. As every wilful fin ariſes from a diſregard of 


that ſovereign authority, which is equally ſtamped 


upon all the commandments; it hath in it the 
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principle and nature of all poſſible iniquity, that 
is, the diſregard and contempt of the Almighty, 

3- There is no proper merit before God, in the 
longeſt and moſt exact courſe of obedience, but 
infinite demerit in one, even the leaſt act of wilful 
diſobedience. When we have done all that is com- 
manded us, we are ſtill unprofitable ſervants ; for the 
ſelf-ſufficient God has no more need of us, than 
a mighty monaich, of the vileſt inſeQs that creep 
in the duſt beneath his feet: And our beſt actions, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, deſerve abſolutely nothing from 
our Creator and Preſerver, becauſe we owe him all 
ve have, and are, and can poſſibly do, But if we 
tranſgreſs in one point, we ruin all our obedience, 
and expoſe ourſelves to the juſt penalty of his bro- 
ken law. The following example may illuſtrate 
this obſervation, 

If a rich man gives a thouſand meals to an indi- 
gent neighbour, he acts only as a man, he does 
nothing but his duty; and the judge allows him no 
reward. But if he gives him only one doſe of poi- 
ſon, he acts as a murderer, and muſt die a ſhameful 
death: So greatly does one act of fin outweigh a 
thouſand acts of obedience! How exceedingly 
-abſurd then, is the common notion, that our good 
works counter- balance our bad ones! Add to this, 
that 

4. Guilt neceſſarily riſes in proportion to the 
baſeneſs of the offender, the greatneſs of the favours 
conferred upon him, and the dignity of the perſon 


offended. An ts behaviour to a ſervant is 
4 fault, 
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a fault, to a Magiſtrate, it is a crime, to a King it 
is treaſon. And what is wilful fin, but an injury 
offered by an impotent rebel, to the infinitely 
powerful Law-giver of the univerſe, to the kindeſt . 
of Benefactors, to the gracious Creator and Preſerv- 
er of men an inſult given to the ſupreme Majeſty 
of heaven and' earth, in whoſe glorious preſence. 
the dignity of the greateſt Potentates and Arch- 
angels, as truly diſappears, as the ſplendor of the 
ſtars in the blaze of the meridian ſun? Sin there- 
fore flying into the face of ſuch a Law-giver, Bene- 
factor, and Monarch, has in it a kind of infinite 
demerit from its infinite Obje&; and rebellious, 
ungrateful, wretched man, who commits it a thou- 
ſand times with a thouſand aggravations, may, in 
the nervous language of our Church, be ſaid, in 
ſome ſenſe, to deferve a e hells if there were 


fo mag. 
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Our natural depravity manifeſts itſelf by conſtant 
omiſhons of duty, as much as by flagrant com- 
miſſions of fin, and perhaps much more. Take 
.one inſtance out of many, that might be produced. 
Cor: tant diſplays of preſerving goodneſs, and pre- 
cats undeſervedly and uninterruptedly beſtowed 
upon us, deſerve a perpetual tribute of heart-felt 
gratitude: God demands it in his law ; and con- 
ſcience, his agent in our ſouls, declares, it ought 

in juſtice to be payed, 3 
4 But 


his ever-multiplied mercies, would fill our fouls 


74 An APPEAL, Sc. 


But where ſhall we find a Deiſt, properly con- 
ſcious of what he owes the ſupreme Being, for his 
creation, preſervation, and all the bleſſings of this 


life?” And where, a Chriſtian duly ſenſible of 


« God's ineſtimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt?” A due fenſe of 


with never-ceaſing wonder, and make our lips 


overflow with, rapturous praiſe. The poets lan- 


guage would ſuit our grateful ſenſations, and with- 
out exaggeration paint the juſt ardor of our tranſ- 


Bound ev'ry heart, and ev'ry boſom burn. 
Praiſe, flow for ever (if aſtoniſhment 
Will give thee leave) my praiſe, for ever flow: 
Praiſe ardent, cordial, conſtant, &c. | 
Is not any thing ſhort of this thankful frame of 
mind, a fin of omiſſion, a degree of ingratitude, 
of which all are naturally guilty ; and for which, 
it is to be feared, the beſt owe ten thouſand aalen 


both to divine goodneſs and juſtice ? 
Throw only a few bones to a dog, and you win 


him: He follows you : Your word 'becomes his 
law: Upon the firſt motion of your hand he flic- 
_ through land and water to execute your com- 


mands: Obedience is his delight, and your pre- 
ſence his paradiſe: He convinces you of it by all 


the demonſtrations of joy, which he is capable of 


giving: And if he unhappily loſes ſight of you, he 
exerts | 
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exerts all his ſagacity to trace your ſootſteps; nor - 


vill he reſt, till he finds his benefactor again. 
Shall a brute be ſo thankful to a man for ſome 
offals, while man himſelf is fo full of ingratitude to 
God, who created him, preſerves his life from de- 
iirution, and hourly crowns him with mercies and 
loving-kindneſs! How ſhould ſhame cover ourguil- 
ty faces! Surely if the royal prophet could ſay, he 
was as a beaſt before God; may we not well confels, 
that, in point of gratitude, we are worſe than the 


dulleſt, and moſt ſtupid part of the brute creation? | 
For even The ox, lays the Lord, knoweth his owner, 


and the afs hts maſter's crib ; but Ifraet doth not know 
me, my people doth not confider my daily favours; 


And if the very heathens affirmed, that + to call a 


man, ungrateful to an human benefactor, was to ſay 
of him all poſſible evil in one word; how can we expreſs 
the baſeneſs and depravity of mankind, who are u- 


niverſally ſo ungrateful, to ſo er a beneſactor 
as God himfelf ? | e 


— 
JA 


"Nan, 


XIV. ARGUMENT. 


| But, though we ſeem made of cold inattention, 


when the fight of divine mercies ſhould kindle our 
heart into gratitude and praiſe ; we foon get out of this 


languid frame of mind: For, in the purſuit of ſen- 


ſual gratifications, we are all activity and warmth ; » 


we ſeem an ardent compound of life and fire. 
What can bethe reaſon of this amazing difference 7 


G 2 ; bat 
"+ pts {i Gixeris, omhia dicis: Juv. 


” . 
* 
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— What but rebellious ſenſe, and wanton appetite; 
raiſed at the fight or idea of ſome forbidden object 
The bait of pleaſure appears, corrupt nature ſummons 
all her powers, every nerve of expeQation is ſtretch- 


cd; every pulle of defire beats high; the blood is in 


a general ferment; the ſpirits are in an univerſal hur. 
ry; and though the hook of a fatal conſequence is 
ofterr apparent, the alluring bait muſt be ſwallowed, 
The fear of God, the moſt ineſtimable of all treaſures, 
is already gone; and if the ſinful gratification cannot 
be enjoyed upon any other term; a good reputation 
ſhall go alſo, Reaſon indeed makes remonſtrances; 
but the loud clamours of ſle ſh and blood, ſoon drown. 
her ſoft whiſpers, The carnal mind ſteps imperiouſly 
upon the throne: Senſe, that conquers the greateſt 
conquerors, bear down all oppoſition: The yield- 
ing man is led captive by a brutiſh luſt; and while 
angels bluſh, there is joy in hell over the actual, and 
compleat degradation of an heaven-born ſpirit. 
Some indeed affirm, that theſe conflicts ſuit a ſtate 
of probation and trial. But it is evident, that either 
our temptations are too violent for our ſtrength, or 
our ſtrength too weak for our temptations; ſince, 
notwithſtanding the additional help of divine grace, 
there never was a mere mortal, over whom they 
never triumphed. | 
Nor can we exculpate ourſelves by pleading, that 
_ theſe triumphs of ſenſe over reaſon, are neither long 
nor frequent. Alas! How many perpetrate an act 
of wickedneſs in a moment, and ſuffer death itlelf 
for a crime which they never repeated! 


"Fs 
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See that chryſtal veſſel. It's brightneſs and brit- _ 
tleneſs repreſent the ſhining, and delicate nature of 
true virtue. If I let it fall, and break it, what avails 
it to ſay, © I never broke it before. I dropped it 
but once I am exceſſively ſorry for my careleſſ- 
neſs—I will ſet the pieces together, and never 
break it again:” Will theſe excuſes and reſoluQ- 
tions prevent the veſſel from being broken—broken- 
ſor ever? The reader may eaſily make the applica- 
tion. 

Even heathen moraliſts, by their fabulous ac- 
count of the companions of Ulyſſes, turned into: 
ſwine, upon drinking once of Circe's enchanted cup, 
. teach-us, that one fall into ſenſuality, turns a man 
into a brute; juſt as one flip into unchaſtity or diſ- 
honeſty, changes a modeſt woman into a ſtrumpet, 
or an honeſt man into a thief. Again, 

Ougght not reaſon to have as abſolute a command: 
over appetite, as a {kilful rider has over a well-- 
broken horſe? But ſuppoſe we faw all horſemen 
univerſally maſtered, one time or other, by their 
beaſts; and forced, though but for a few minutes, 
to receive the bit, and go or ſtop at the pleaſure of 
the wanton brutes : ſhould we not wonder, and. 
juſtly infer, that man had loſt the kind of ſuperio-- 
rity, which he ſtill maintains over domeſtic ani-- 
mals? And what then, but the commonneſs of the- | 
caſe, can prevent our being ſhocked, when we ſee 
rational creatures overcome, and led captive by 
_ carnal N Is not this the wanton, rebelli- 
G 3 | dus. 
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ous beaſt mounting upon | his e daſiardly 
rider? | 
We may then Ghote, that the univerſal rebel- 
lion of our lower faculties againſt our ſuperior 
powers, and the triumphs of ſenſe over reaſon, de- 
monſtrate, that human nature has ſuffered as fatal a 
revolution, as theſe kingdoms did, when a degraded 
king was ſeen bleeding on the ſcaffold, and a baſe | 
uſurper lording it in the ſeat of majeſty. N 


XV. ARGUMENT. 


Happy would it be for us, if our fall manifeſted 
itſelf only by ſome tranſient advantages of ſenſe 
over reaſon. But alas! the experience of the .beſt 
demonſtrates the truth of Iſaiah's 8 The whole 
head is ſick. 

To ſay nothing of the groſs ſtupidity, and uncon- 
querable ignorance, that keep the generality of 
mankind juſt above the level of brutes; how 
ſtrong, how clear is the UN DERSTAN DIN of men 
of ſenſe in worldly affairs! How weak, how dark 
in ſpiritual things! How few idiots are there, but 
can diſtinguiſh between the ſhadow and the ſub- 

ſtance, the cup and the liquor, the dreſs and the 

perſon! But how many learned men, to this day, 

| ſee no difference between water-baptiſm and ſpiti- 

| tual regeneration, between the means of grace and 
grace itſelf, between the form and the power of godli- 
neſs! At our devotions, is not our mind generally 
like the roving butterfly; and at our favourite di- 


verſions | 
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verſions, and lucrative buſineſs, like the faſtening ” 
leach ? Can it not fix itſelf on any thing, ſooner than 
on the. one thing needful; and find out any way, be- 
fore that of peace and ſalvation? 

What can be more extravagant than our IMAG1- | 
„Arion? How often have we caught this wild 
power, forming and purſuing phantoms, building 
and pulling down caſtles in the air! How frequently 

hath it raiſed us into proud conceits, and then ſunk 
us into gloomy apprehenfions! And where is the 
: man, that it never led into ſuch mental ſcenes of - 
vanity and lewdneſs, as would have made him the | 
object of univerſal contempt, if the vail of a grave 
and modeſt countenance, had not happily conceal- 
ed him from public notice? - 

And has our Memory eſcaped unimpaired by 
the fall? Alas! let us only conſider, how eaſily 
we forget the favours of our Creator, and recol- 
le& the injuries of our fellow-creatures; how little 
we retain of a good book or pious diſcourſe, and 
how much of a play or frivolous converſation : and 
how exactly we remember an invitation to a party 
of pleaſure, whilſt the loudeſt calls to turn to God, 
and prepare for death, are no ſooner heard than 
forgotten, —Let us, I ſay, confider theſe things, and 
we ſhall be forced to confeſs, that this uſeful-power 
loſes like a fieve the living water of truth, drinks 
in like a ſpunge the muddy ſtreams of vanity, and 
is never ſo refentive, as when it is excited by re- 
venge, or ſome other deteſtable temper. 

«A wretch that is condemned to die to-morrow 
RANTS 
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.. cannot forget it, ſays Baxter; yet poor finners, whe 
are uncertain to live an hour, and certain ſpeedily 
to ſee the Majeſty of the Lord, to their inconceiva- 
ble joy or terror, can forget theſe things, for which 
; they have their memory; and which, one would 
think, ſhould drown the matters of this world, as 
the report of a cannon does a whiſper, or as the ſun 
obſcures the pooreſt glow-worm. O wonderſul 
ſtupidity of an unregenerate ſoul | O aſtoniſhing dif- 
traction of the ungodly! That ever men can forget 
eternal joy, eternal woe, the eternal God, and the 
place of their unchangeable abode; when they ſtand 
even at the door, and there is but the thin vail of 
fleſh between them, and that amazing ſight, that 
eternal gulph, into which thouſands are A 
Plunging!“ 
A Nor does our + Rzaso0n make us amends 1 the 
defe&s of our other faculties. Its beams, it is true, 
wonderfully guide ſome perſons through the cir- 
cle of ſciences, and the mazes of commercial or po- 
litical affairs. But when it ſhould lead us in the 
8 ſearch of the truth which is after godlineſs, unleſs it 
| is aſſiſted from above, how are its faint rays obſtruct- 
ed by the groſs medium of fleſh and blood, broken 
by that of paſſion, and ſometimes loſt in that of pre- 
judice! Wiſe ſons of reaſon, learned Philoſophers, 
your 288 opinions concerning the chief good, are a 
en proof of _y ſad aſſertion : All miſs the 


mark: 


* 


| | + By Reaſon 1 mean that power, by which we paſs judgment 
v pon, and draw inferences from, what the Underſtanding, has fam-- 
| ply — 
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mark: Not one bf them makes the ſupreme felicity 


to conſiſt in the knowledge and enjoyment of God, 
the amiable and adorable Parent of all good. 


True reaſon, alas! is as rare as true piety. The poor 
thing, which, in ſpiritual matters, the world calls 
Reaſon, is only the ape of that noble faculty. How 
partial, how unreaſonable 4 is this falſe pretender} 
If it does not altogether overlook the awful realities 
of the inviſible world, which is too frequently: the - 
caſe, how buly is it to reaſon away faith, and raiſe 


objettions againſt the moſt evident truth, || even that, 
which 


+ Our earth's the bedlam of ha univerſe, 
Where reaſon (undiſeas'd in heaven) runs mad, 
And nui ſes folly's children as her owns 
Fond of the fovleſt, vou ne. 


A late publication in vindication of Pelagianiſm appears ts 
me no {mall inſtance of this. The Rev: Author takes his eſtimate 
of human nature, not from univerſal experience, but his indulged 
imagination ; not from St. Paul the chief of the apoſtles, but from 
Dr. Taylor, to whom he acknowledges his obligations for ſeveral of the 
beſt paſſages in his ſermon. Paſſing over the expoſition of his text, 
where he oddly ſuppoſes that our Lord meant, by the drawings of 
God, the natural powers of man; which is as reaſonable as to 
ſuppoſe, that when he ſaid, Without uE you can do nothing, he meant 
that me ſhould lg 1gnify ourſelves: —— Paſſing this over, I ſhall juſt 
point out his capital miſtake. He teils us, that All our faculties: 
and pewers AR A good and beautiful in their order, (that they were ſo 
before the fall is fully granted] and tend naturally to the happineſs 
both of the individual and the ſyſtem : And he adds, that Hoo weak ſo- 
erer and imperfeft our intellectual faculties may be, yet to ſpeak reproach- 
Fully of them in general is a ſpecies of blaſphemy againſt our Creator. If 
to expoſe the preſent weakneſs of our rational faculties, and ſhew 
how greatly they are diſordered and 2. by the fall, i is what 


* j 
* 
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which Fncwconend for? And when right Reaſon 
- has been worked by ſenſe, how ready is the impoſ- 
0 Ar rengy eee which it perſonates! 


How 


this Divine calls ſpeaking reproachſully of them, have not the beſt men 

been found gnilty of this pretended blaſphemy? How far the Apoſ- · 
tles and Reformers carried it, may be ſeen in the firſt part of this 
_ treatiſe. How he can clear himſelf of it, as a ſubſcriber to the 
| th, 10th, and 35th Articles of our Church, I cannot ſee: And - 
by what means he will juſtify his conduct to the world, in re- 
ceiving hundreds a year to maintain the doctrine of the Church of 
England, while he publickly expoſes it as a ſpecies of blaſphemy, is 
ill a greater myftery. Far from ſeeing that all the faculties and 
powers, by which this is done, are good and beautiful, I cannot help 


- thinking ſome of them are materially defective; and that though 


ſuch a condu@ may very much tend to theemolument of the individual, 
it has little tendency to the happineſs of the ſyſtem. For my part, 
were I tocommence advocate for the ufrig/htneſs of human nature, 
I would fave appearances, leſt Dr. Taylor him ſelf ſhould ſay, Non. 
Aeris ite, .li dropping this point, I appeal 
to common ſenſe: Who is moſt guilty of blaſphemy againſt our 
Creater ; he who ſays God made man both holy and happy, al- 
firming that the preſent weakne's of our rational powers, is en- 
tirely owing to the original apoſlacy of mankind : Or he, who 
intimates, that the gracious Author of our being, formed our in- 
tellectual faculties weak and imperſect as they now are? If it is 
not the latter, my underſtanding is ſtrangely deleftive. —— In 
vain does this learned Divine tell us, that the. candle of the Lord which 
du lighted up in man af firfl, then the inſpiration of the Almighty gave 
lin underſtanding, was not extinguiſhed by the original apaſtacy, but has 
hept burning ever fince, and that the diuine flame has catched from father 
10 fon, and has been propagated quite down to the pre ſent generation : 
If it is reaſonable to charge with a ſbæies of Maſphemy thoſe, who 
reverence their Creator too much, to father our preſent ſlate of 
i mpei ſection upon him, I muſt confeſs my reaſon fails : I have 
outlived the divine flame for one, or it never catched from my father 
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How ſkilful choking bad habits vader the genteel 
name of human foibles!“ And how ingenious, 
in defending the moſt irrational and dangerous 
methods of loſing time, as © innocent ſports, and 
harmleſs diverſions?” ? 

Theſe obſervations, which muſt appear ſelf-evi- 


dent to all, who know the world or themſelves, 


inconteſtably prove the degeneracy of all our Tati- 
onal powers, and eonſequently hp. ny of 
our natural PER | 


xvL ARGUMEN Tis 


When the whole head is fick, is not the whole heart 
faint ? Can our Will, Conſcience; and AﬀeBions, 
run parallel to the line of duty; when our Under- 
ſtanding, Imagination, Memory, and Reaſon are fo 
much warped from original rectitude? Impoſſible ! 
Experience, thou beſt of judges, I appeal to thee. 
Ere& thy fair tribunal in the Reader's breaſt, and 
bear an honeſt teſtimony to the truth of the follow- 
ing aſſertions, 

Our Warr, in general is full of obAinacy: We 
muſt have our own way right or wrong. Tis preg- 


nant with inconſtancy: We are paſſionately fond 


of a Lg one day, and tir'd of it the next: We 
q form 


to me,——A fear leſt ſome . . hould miſtake / 

the taper of Pe agius, or the lamp of Dr. Taylor, for the cane 
of the Lord, and follow it in the deſtruftive paths of error, extorts 
this note from my pen. See the N that follow. the xxii 
Argument, 65 . 


3% An APPEAL, SC. 


_ 


we 


* 


form good reſolutions in the morning, and break 
them before night. Tis impotent: When we ſee 


 whatis right, inſtead of doing it with all our might, 


we frequently remain as inactive, as if we were 


| how by inviſible chains; and we wonder by what 


charm, the wheels of duty thus ſtop againſt our ap- 
parent inclination; till we diſcover, that the ſpring of 


our will is broken, or naturally works the wrong way: 


Yes, it is not only unable to follow the good, that 
the underſtanding approves; but full of perverſeneſs 
to purſue the evil, that reaſon diſapproves: We are 
prone to do, contrary to our defign, thoſe things 
which breed remorſe and wound conſcience: and 
ſooner or later, we may all fay with the heathen 
prinegls, who was going to murder her child; 
IF Video witli, probo \ : 
| Deteriora RIO; | 4 


Nor is e e 


flow is it to reprove in ſome caſes! In others, how 


apt not to do it at all! In one perſon, it is eaſy un- 
der mountains of guilt; and in another, it is unrea- 


ſonably ſcrupulous about mere trifles: It either 
| ſtrains out @ gnat, or ſwallows a camel: When it is a- 
larm'd, in ſome it ſhews itſelf ready to be made eaſy 


by every wrong method; in others, it obſtinately 


refuſes to be pacified by the right. To- day, you may 


wel propriety compare it 0 dumb dog, that does 
. not 


1 If the reader wants to know the Eoglic of theſe words he 
may find it Rom. vii. 15. 5 
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cur, that flies indifferently at a friend, a foe, or a 


ſhadow; and then madly turns upon himſelf, and 


tears his own fleſh. 

If Conſcience, the beſt power of the 1 
man, is ſo corrupt, Good God! what are his Axyzc- 
rioxs? Almoſt perpetually deficiept in ſome, and 
exceſſive in others, hen do they attain to, orſtop 


at, the line of moderation? Who can tell, how 


oft he has been the ſport of their irregularity and 
violence? One hour we are hurried into  raſhneſs 
by their impetuoſity; the next, we are bound in 
ſloth by their inactivity. Sometimes every blaſt of 
fooliſh hope, or ill- grounded fear; every gale of 
baſe deſire, or unreaſonable, averſion; every wave 
of idolatrous love, or ſinful hatred; every ſurge of 
miſplaced admiration, or groundleſs horror; every 
billow of noiſy joy, or undue ſorrow, toſſes, raiſes, 
or ſinks our ſoul; as a ſhip in a ſtorm, 'which has 


neither rudder nor ballaſt. At other times, we are 


totally becalmed ; all our fails are furled, not one 
breath of devout or human affection ſtirs in our ſto- 


ical, frozen breaſt; and we remain ſtupidly inſen- 


ſible, till the ſpark of temptation, dropping upon 
the combuſtible matter in our hearts, blows us up 
again into loud paſſion: And then, how dreadful 
and ridiculous together, is the new exploſion! 
If experience pronounces, that theſe reflections 
arejuſt, the point is gained, Our whole heart is faint, 
through the unaccountable diſorders of our will, the 


lethargy or boiſterous fits of our conſcience, and the 


H ſwooning 


not bark at 2 thief; and to- worrdw, to 3 ſnarling 


eee —· „ : 


brooning or high fever of our afedtions: And we 
may without hypocriſy, join in our Gn RN 
and ſay, There is no health in us. 
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bo 


| The danger of theſe complicated waladics hin 
fouls, evidences itfelf by the moſt fatal of all ſymp- 
toms, our manifeſt alienation from God. Ves, ſhock- 
ing as the confeſſion is, we muſt make it, if truth 

| has any dominion in our breaſt: Unrenewed man 
loves not his God. That eternal Beauty, for whoſe 
contemplation; that ſupreme Good, for whoſe en- 
joyment he was created, is generally forgotten, de- 
ſpiſed, or hated.. If the thought of his holy Majeſty 
preſents itſelf, he looks upon it as an intruder: It 
lays him under as diſagreeable a reſtraint, as that, 
which the preſence of a grave, pious maiter puts 
upon a wanton idle ſervant: Nor cat he quietly 
purlue his ſinful courſes, till he has driven away 
the troubleſome idea; or imagined with the Epicure 
a careleſs God, who wants reſolution to call him to 
an account, and * W him for his int 
quity. 
Does any one offer an PR to his favourite 


— 


friend, or only ſpeak contemptibly of the object of 


his eſteem, he feels as if he was the perſon inſulted, 
and reddening with indignation directly eſpouſes 
his cauſe: But every body, the meaneſt of his at 
tendants not excepted, may with. impunity inſult 


— BG kings in his preſence, andtake the moſt 
SITIO! prophane 


—— 


te 


hut with uriconimon delight. If he has an appoint= 


JJ. 9. OS. OS. EE 


8 W r F 2 55 


and miniſters: He hears the wild blaſphemy, and 
regards it not; he ſees the horrid" outrage; and re- 
ſents it not; and yet, nee infatuation! he et 
tends to love Gd. Abe 
If he goes to the play, he can br his Weid ben 
and wandering mind, three hours together upon 
the ſame ttifling objects, not only without wearineſa, 


his ſpirits are elevated, expectation and joy flutter 


in his dilated breaſt: He ſweetly anticipates the 
pleaſing interview, or impatiently chides the flowly+ 
flowing minutes: His feelings are inexpreſſi ble. 


But if he attends the great-congregation; bich he 


it is rather out of fotm and deoenty, chan gut of dev 
votion and love;! rather with indifferenee or relue : 


tance, than with delight and tranſport, : And when 
he is preſent there, how: abſent are his thoughts? 
How wandering his eyes! Ho triffing, ſupine, + 
feveront “ his whole! behawieur! He would be as 
ſhamed to ſpeał ta the meaneſt of his ſervants, with 
as little attention as he ſometimes ꝓrays to the Mas 
gs 6 heaven. Were he to ſtare about when he 
9 '4 un Un 512534 5 1 56 - gives 
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* Men bomage pay to men, 
opti beneath wh fe ah he PAM 
Ia mutual awe profound ; of chy to clay, 46A ode 392 
Ol guilt to guilt, and turn their backs/on Thee, * 


Grxcat Sire! whom chroges celeſtial veaſeleſs ungh 7 


To mon angels an amazing ſcene | Youncs 
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gives them orders, as he does when he preſents 


his ſupplications to the Lord of Lords, he would 


be afraid that they would think hewas half drunk, 
or had a touch of lunacy. 

Suppoſe he ſtill retains a ſenſe of outward a | 
cy;7while the Church goes through her ſolemn of- 
fices; yet how heavy are his ſpirits! How heart- 
leſs his confeſſions: how cold his prayers!: the bleſ- 
fing comes at laſt, and he is bleſſed indeed not 
with/the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the fellou- 
ip ef the Holy Ghoft,” for that he gladly leaves to 
* poor enthuſiaſts, but with a releaſe from bis 
confinement and teflious work. And now that he 
has done his duty, and ſerved God, 1 haſtes 
away io the company that ſuits his taſte. 0 2 
See him there. Do not his very e . 
h ib in his on element? With what eagerneſs of 
ſpirit; energy of geſture, and volubility of tongue, 
does he talk over his laſt entertainment; chaſe, or 
bargain? Does not the oil of chearfulneſs make all 
His motions. as ſtee and caſy; as if weight and fric- 
tion Rall no place at all in his light and aify frame? 


Love o God, thou ſweeteſt, ſtrongeſt of all pow - 


ers, didſt thou ever thus metamorphoſe his ſoul, 


and impart ſuch à ſprighily activity to his body? 


And you that converſe moſt ſamiliarly with him, 
Did you ever hear him ſay? Come and I will teil you 
what the. Lord has done for my foul: Tafte, and ſee how 
good the Lord is. No, never; for out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh- Nor can it be expected 
that God, Who hath ne oy Wi 2 reflec- 


1 S tions, 
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tions, ſhould have one in his chearful converſation,. 
On the contray, at will be matter of ſurprize to thoſe 
who introduce the delightful ſubje& of the love of 
God, if he does not wave it PM eee eee, 

or enthuhiaſtical; 3 i wats .. 
But as he will g give you to nen det f 
no hypocrite, - and therefore confines "devotion to- 
his cloſet, follow him there—Alas!” he ſcarce ever 
bends the knee to Him that ſees in fecret? Or, if he 
fays his prayers as regularly as he winds his Warch, 


it is much in the ſame ſpirit: For ſuppoſe he does. 


ble; yet the careleſs, formal manner in which he: 
offers them up, indicates as plainly as his publio 
conduR, the averſion lurking in his heart againſt 
God: And yet he fancies he loves Him: With a2 
ſneer that indicates ſelf-· applauſe, and ac pharifaio- 
contempt of others; Away with all your-feetings:- 
and raptures, ſays he, This ir the love of Cod that we- 
keep his. commandments.” But alas L which: of them 
does he keep? Certainly not the jr for the Lord: 
is not the ſupreme object of his hopes and fears, his 
confidence and joy: Nor yet the la for diſeontent 
and wrong deſires are ſtill; indalged: in his ſelſiſh 
and worldly heart. How unfortunate therefore is 
his appeal to the commandments, by which his ſecret: 
enmity to the law, government, and nature of Gods 
e une 230% nent * 
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But as the heart-felt Wader Godis ſuppoſed tobe | 
. downright enthufiaſm by ſome moraliſts, who, daſh- 
ing in pieces the firſt table of the law againſt the 
ſetond, pretend that all our duty to God conſiſts in 
the love of our neighbour; let us examine the un- 
converted man's charity, and ſee whether he bears 

more love to his fellow - creatures, than to his Cre- 
da. l um 

Nothing can be more erroneous than his notions 
of charity. He confounds it with the bare giving 
of alms; not conſidering that it is poſſible to do this 
kind of good, from the moſt ſelfiſh and uncharitable 
matives. Therefore, when the fear of being ac- 
coiinted covetous, the defire of paſſing for generous, 
the vanity of ſeeing his name in a liſt of noble ſub- 
ſcribers, the ſhame of being outdone by his equals, 
the teazing importunity of an obſtinate beggar, the 
moving addreſs of a ſolicitor 'whom he would bluſh 
to deny, ox the phariſaic notion of making amends 
for his fins, and purchaſing beaven by his alms— 
when any; I ſay, of theſe ſiniſler motives ſets him 
upon aſſiſting induſtrious poverty, relieving friend- 
leſs old age, or ſupporting infirm and mutilated indi- 
gence, he fancies, that * — an n 
proof of his charitx. 

Sometimes too he affixes to chat 22 75 che idea 
of a fond hope, that every body is going to heaven: 
For if you intimate, that the rich voluptuary is not 

91 | with 
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with Lazarus in Abraham's boſom, and that the 
fooliſh virgins are not promiſcuouſly admitted to 
glory with the wiſe, he wonders at your uncha- 
ritableneſs, and thanks God he never entertain- 
ed ſuch unchriſtian thoughts of his neighbours.” | 
He conſiders not, that charity is the fair offspring 
of the love of God, to which he is yet an utter ſtran - 
ger; and that it conſiſts in an univerſal, diſintereſted 
benevolence to all mankind, our worſt enemies not 
excepted: A benevolence, that ſweetly evidences 
iiſelf by bearing with patience the evil which they 
do to us, and kindly doing them all the good we poſ- 
fibly can, both with reſpe& to their ſoul and body, 
their property and reputation. 

If this is a juſt definition of eharity, the unre- 
newed man has not even the outſide of it... To prove 
it, I might appeal to his impatience and ill-humour, 
his unkind words and cutting ralleries {for I ſuppoſe 
him too moral ever to flander or curſe any one:) I 
might mention his ſupercilious behaviour to ſome, 
who are intitled to his affability as men, countrymen, 
and neighbours: I might expatiate on his readineſs 
to exculpate, enrich, or aggrandize himſelf at the ex- 
pence of others, beitet he can do it nn ex- 
poling himſelf. | 

© But, waving all theſe particulars, 1 aſk: Whoim 
does he truly love? You anſwer: Doubtleſs theper- 
ſon to whom he makes daily proteſtations of the 
warmeſt regard.” — But how does he prove this 
regard? Why, perhaps by the moſt artful inſinua- 
tions, and dangerous attempts to rob her of her 
57 virtue. 
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virtue.” Perhaps he has already gained his end 
Unhappy Magdalen! How much better would it 
have been for thec, to have fallen into the hands of 


an highway - man? Thou wouldſt only have loſt thy 


money, but now thou art deſpoiled of the honour 
of thy ſex, and the peace of thy mind: Thou art 
robbed at once of virgin innocence, a fair reputa- 
tion, and poſſibly an healthy conſtitution. If this 


is a ſpecimen of eee eue ger er. 
muſt be his hatred! | het Ks 


But I happily miſtake: He 1 is no libertine}ihs 


has a virtuous wife, and amiable children, and he 


loves them, ſay you, with the tendereſt affeQion.” 
I reply, that theſe relations, being immortal fpirits, 
confined for a few years, in a tenement of clay, 
and conti nually on the remove for eternity; his 
laudable regard for their frail bodies, and proper care 
of their temporal proſperity, are not a ſufficient proof, 
that he loves them in à right manner. For even 


according to h wiſe Heathens, our foul is our better 


Feat, our true ſelf- And what tender concern does 
the unrenewed man feel for the foul of his boſom- 


friend? Does he regard it more than the body of 


his groom, or the life of his horſe? Does he, with 


any degree of importunity, carry it daily in the arms 
of love and prayer, to the throne of grace for life 
and ſalvation? Does he, by good inſtructions, and 
2 virtuous example, excite his children to ſecure an 
eternal inheritance? And is he at leaſt as deſious- 
I Nos non corpora ſumus: Corpus quidem vas eſt aut aliquod⸗ 


animi receptaculum,. Cic, Tuſc. Quæſt, lib. 1,. 
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to'ſee them wiſe and pious; as well-bred, rich, 
handſome, and great? Alas! I fear it is juſt the re- 
verſe, He is probably the firſt to poiſon their ten- 
der minds, with ſome of' the dangerous maxims, 
that vartity-and ambition have invented: And, ſup- 
poſing He has a favourite dog, it is well if he is not 
more anxious, for the preſervation of that one do- 
meſtic animal, than for the alvation of all their 
ſouls. 74555-5077 * 2 as 

If theſe obſervations are founded upon matter of 
fact, as daily experience demonſtrates, I appeal to 
common ſenſe, and aſk : Can the natural man, with 
all bis fondneſs, be faid t to have a true love ven 
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inſtinct, pee o doves cleave to their mates, and 
ſwallows provide for their young; than like the ge- 
nerous affection, which a rational creature ought to 
bear to immortal sr IRI Ts, awfully hovering in a 
ſcale of probation, WR EN going to turn for 
hall of heaven,” «bt ee ee 
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XIX. ARGUMENT. 
Nor is it ſurprizing, that the unrenewed man 
ſhould be devoid of all true love to his neareſt re la- 
tions: for he is ſo compleatly fallen, that he bears 
no true love even to himſelf. Let us overlook thoſe 
who cut their throats, ſhoot, drown, or hang them- 
ſelves, Let us take no, notice of thoſe who Gieri- 
fice a year's health for night 'srevel; who enflame 
heir 
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their blood into fevers, or derive putrefaRion-inio | 
their bones, for the momentary gratification of a 
ſhameful appetite ; and are ſo hot in the - purſuit of 
a baſe pleaſure, that they leap after it gveirrintd: 
the jaws of an umimely grave: Let us, H. fay,. paſs: 
by thoſe innumerable, unhappy victims of intempe- 
rance, and debauchery, who ſquander their money 
upon panders and harlots, and have as little regard. 
for their health, as for their fortune and reputation; | 
and let us conſider the caſe of thoſe good-natured, 


decent perſons, who ane have a real value 
for. both, 


Ty 2x: $1 op 5h gant þ 4 71 


TRE? . Upon the principle laid 8 the laſt argu- 


ment, may I not aſk, What love have theſe for 
do for their ſouls? Or rather what do they, not leave 
_ peateſt intereſt. than they? ' bs 
Alas! in ſpiritual matters, the wiſeſt of them ſeem 
ana level with the maſt fooliſh... They anxiouſiy 
| ſecure their title to a few poſſeſſions, in this txanſi- 
_ tory world, out of which the ſtream of time carries 
them with unabated impetuoſity; while they re- 
main 1 ache their Ts in the 
aum herr: Hirten 2417 605 eee | 
„ Time flies, death urges, knells — 
Hell chreatens; all exerts ; in effort all]]1]Wʒ˖k˖k 


2 


Noe han creation Jabours ] lahours more! 
ee in creation, han awidit. 146 


-* Man fleeps; and mn alone; 1 * 
53 intire, extreme, 
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ing to launch: They take particular notice of e ery 


great realities of 4 and judgment, ben and 
heaven. 


ee ee woes 
ſerve, indulge; and adorn their dying bodies ; and 


daily neglecting the ſafety, welfare, and ornament 


of their immortal ſouls. So great is their folly, that 
earthly toys make them flight heavenly thrones? 
So wilful their ſelf-deception;/that a point of time | 
hides from them a boundleſs eternity ! So perverted 
is their moral taſte, that they nauſeate the word of 
truth, the precious food of ſouls, and greedily run 


upon the tempter's hook, if it is but made of fold, 


gold, or gilt over with the: ſpecious appearance of 
honour, or only baited with the proſpect of a fa- 
noi? pet's 5 vourite 
Endleſs, hair-hung, breeze-ſhiken, Oer the gnlph © * 
A moment trembles; drops! and man, for whom 


All elſe is in alarm; man, the ſole cauſe 3 
Of this ſurrounding ſtorm! and yet he : ſleeps, b 
A As the ſtorm rock'd to reſt. BP DFE” _  Youns,.. 


"% 


+ And is it in the flight of threefcore years 
To puſh eternity from human thought, 

And bury ſouls immortal in the duſt ?. 
A foul! immortal ſpending all her 1 | 
Waſting her ſtrength in ſtrenuous idleneſs; 
Thrown into tumult, raptur'd, or alarm'd, 
At ought this ſcene can threaten, or indulge, - 
Reſembles Ocean into tempeſt wrought. 


To waſt a feather, or to drown a fly, Vous. 
64 i | 
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vourite diverſion. And whilſt, by uneaſy fretful 
4empers, they too often impair their bodily health; 
by exorbitant affections and pungent cares, they 
frequently break their hearts, or pierce nn 
through with many ſorrows. . . 
Does ſuch a conduct deſerve the name of —_ 
ordered ſelf-love, or prepoſterous--jelf-hatred?/ O 
man, ſinful man, how totally art thou depraved, if 
thou art net only thy-own moſt dangerous . 
but an thy moſt l enten 


XX. ARGUMENT.” 


This depravity i is productive of hs moſt deteſia 
ble brood. When it has ſuppreſſed the love of 
God, perverted the love of our neighbor, and vi- 
tiated ſelf- love; it ſoon gives birth to a variety of 
execrable tempers, and dire affections, which 
ſhould have no place but in the breaſts of fiends, 
no outbreaking but in the chambers of hell. 

f you aſk their name: I anſwer Pride, that 
odious vice, which feeds on the praiſes it ſlyly pro- 
cures, lives by the applauſe it has meanly courted, 
and is equally ſtabb'd by the reproof of a friend, | 
and the ſneer of a foe. — The fpirit of independance, 
which cannot bear controul, is galled by the eaſieſt 
yoke, gnaws the ſlender cords of juſt authority, as 
if they were the heavy chains of tyrannical power; 
nor ever ceaſes ſtruggling till they break, and he 
can ſay: * Now I am my own maſter.” —— 4mbi- 
tion and Vanity, which, like Proteus, take a thous . 


* 
- 
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fand ſhapes, and wind a thouſand ways, to climb 
up to the high ſeat of power, ſhine on the tottering 
ſtage of honour, wear the golden badge of fortune,  - 
glitter in the gaudy pomp of dreſs, and draw by 

diſtinguiſhing appearances, the admiration of a 
gaping multitude. Sloth, which unnerves the 
foul, infeebles the body, and makes the whole 
man deaf to the calls of duty, loath to ſet about his 
buſineſs, (even when want, fear, or Thame, drives 
him to it) ready to poſtpone” or omit it upon any 


pretence, and willing to give up even the intereſts 


of ſociety, virtue and religion, ſo he may ſaunter 
undiſturbed, doze the time away in ſtupid inacti- 
vity, or enjoy himſelf in that daſtardly indolence, 
which paſſes in the world for quietneſs and good- 
nature. Envy, that looks with an evil eye at the 
good things our competitors enjoy, takes a ſecret 
pleaſure in their misfortunes, under various pretexts _ 
expoſes their faults, ſlyly tries to add to our reputa- 

tion what it detracts from theirs, and ſtings our 
heart when they eclipſe us by their greater ſucceſs, 
or ſuperior excellencies, —— Covetouſneſs, which is 
always diſſatisfied with.its portion, watches it with 
tormenting ſears, increaſes it by every fordid mean, 
and turning its own executioner, juſtly pines for 
want over the treaſure, it madly ſaves for a prodigal 
heir. Impatience, which frets at every thing, 
finds fault with every perſon, and madly tears her- 
ſelf under the diſtreſſing ſenſe of a preſent evil, or 
the anxious expeRation of an abſent good. Wrath, 
which diſtorts our faces, racks our breaſts, alarms 


1 2 | our 
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3 threatens, curſes, amps and orms 
even upon imaginary or trifling provocations.— 
Zealouſy, that through a fatal {kill in diabolical op- 

- tics, ſees contempt in all the words of a favourite 
friend, diſcovers infidelity in all his actions, lives 
upon the wicked ſuſpicions it begets, and turns the 
ſweets of the mildeſt paſſion into wormwood and gall. 
 — Jdolatrous love, which preys upon the ſpirits, con- 
ſumes the fleſh, tears the throbbing heart, and when 
it is diſappointed, frequently forces its wreiched 
flaves to lay violent hands upon themſelves. — Hatred 
of ourfellow-creatures, which keeps us void of ten- 
der benevolence, a chief ingredient in the bliſs of 
angels; and fills us with ſome of the moſt unhappy 
ſenſations belonging to accurſed ſpirits, — Malice, 

which takes an unnatural, helliſh pleaſure in teazing 
| beaſts, and hurting men in their perſons, proper- 
ties, or reputation.—And the offspring of malice, 
Revenge, F who always thirſts after miſchief. or 
blood; and ſhares the only delight of devils, when 
he can repay a real or fancied injury ſeven-fold.— 
een . who . the cloke of en ; bids 


> Man hard of heart to man! Of benid-fiings 
, _ Moſt horrid! Midſt ſtupendous, highly firange! 
Vet oft his courtaſies are ſmoother wrongs; 
Pride brandiſhes the favours he confers, 
And contumelious his humanity: 
What then his vengeance? Hear it not, ye ſtars! 
And thou pale moon] turn paler at the ſound- 
EX eee ſureſt ill. * 
| Heav'a's Sov'eign ſaves all beings but HimſclF, 4 1 
| Thac hideous fight, a naked human heart. Vo. 
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her flexible muſcles imitate vital piety; attends at 
the ſacred altars, to make a ſhow of her fictitious de- 
votion; there raĩſes her affected zeal, in proportion 
to the number of the ſpectators; calls upon God to . 
get the praiſe of man; and lifts up adulterous eyes 
and thieviſh hands to heaven, to procure herſelf 
the good things of earth. And hypocriſy's ſiſter, 
narrow-hearted Bigotry, who puſhes from her civi- | 
lity and good-nature, ſtops her ears againft argu- 
ments and entreaties; calls huguenets, infidels, papiſts, 
or heretics, all who do not directly ſubſcribe to her 
abſurd or impious creeds; dogs them with a malig- 
nant eye; throws ſtones or dirt at them about an 
empty ceremony, or an indifferent opinion; and, 
at laſt, if ſhe..can, ſets churches or kingdoms on 

fire, about a turban, a ſarplice, or a cowl. —Perfi- 
diouſneſs,” who puts on the looks of true benevo- 
lence, ſpeaks the language of the warmeſt affection; 

with ſolemn proteſtations invites men to depend on 
her fincerity, while ſhe lays a deep plot for their 

ſudden deſtruction; and with repeated oaths be- 
ſeeches heaven to be witneſs of her artleſs inno- | 
cence, while ſhe moves the center of hell to ac- 
compliſh her dire deſigns. The fatal hour i is eome; 


her ſtratagem has ſucceeded; and ſhe now kiſſes © | | 


and betrays, drinks health and poiſons; offers a 
friendly embrace, and gives a deadly tab. —Deſparr, 

who ſcorns to be beholden to mercy, gives the lie 
to all the declarations ifſued from the throne of. 
grace, obſtinately turns his wild eyes from the great, 


e ſacriſce; and, at laſt, impatient to drink M2 
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the cup of trembling, wildly looks for 68 wes. 
pon to deſtroy himſelf. — Diſtraction, begotten by 
the ſhocking mixture of two, or more of theſe in- 
fernal paſſions raiſed to the higheſt degrees of ex- 
travagance: Diſtraction, that wirings her hands, 
tears her diſhevell'd hair, fixes her ghaſtly eyes, 


turns her ſwimming brains, quenches the laft ſpark 


of reaſon ; and, like a fierce tyger, muſt at laſt be 
chained by the hand of caution, and confined with 
iron-bars in her dreary dwelling, 

And, to cloſe the diſmal train, 3 ia 
always points wretched mortals to ponds and rivers, 
or preſents them with cords, razors, piſtols, dag- 


gers, and poiſon, and perpetually urges them to the 
Choice of one of them. You are guilty, miſera- 


ble creatures, whiſpers he : The ſun of proſperity 
is for ever ſet, the deepeſt night of diſtreſs is come 


upon you: You are in a hell of woe: The hell pre- 


pared for Satan, cannot be worle than that which 
you feel, but it may be more tolerable: Take this, 
and boldly force your paſſage out of the curſed ſtate 


in which you groan.” He perſuades, and his 
deſperate victims, tired of the company of their 


ſellow-mortals, fly for refuge to that of devils; they 


ſmut their eyes; and, -horrible to ſay! but how 
much more horrible to do! deliberately venture 
from one hell into another to ſeek eaſe ; or, to ſpeak 


with more truth, leap with all the miſeries of a 
known hell, into all he: horrors. of one which is 
unknown. TY * 5 

And are your 8 on An of men, the favour- 
[1 | ite 


ite ſeats of this infernal crew ? Then ſhame on the 


wretch that made the firſt panegyric on the dignity 


of human nature] He proved my point: He began 
in Pride, and ended in Diſtraction. 

Deteſtable as theſe vices and tempers are, wikis 
is the natural man, that is always free from themẽ 


Where is even the child ten years old, who never | 
felt moſt of theſe vipers, upon fome occafion or o 


ther, ſhooting their venom through his lips, darting 
their baleful influence through his eyes, or at leaſt 


ſtirring and hiſſing in his diſturbed breaſt? If any 


one never felt them, he may be pronounced more- 


than mortal: But if he has, his own experience fur-. 


niſhes him with à ſenſible demonſtration, that he- 
is a fallen ſpirit, infected with the poifon that 89335 
in the devil himſelf. 
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Bad roots, which vigorouſly ſhoot i in the e 75 


will naturally produce their dangerous fruit in ſum- 


mer. We may therefore go one ſtep further, and: 
ak, Where is the man thirty years old, whoſe de-- . 
pravity has not broke out into the greateſt variety of 
finful acts ? Among the perſons of that age, who-- 
never were eſteemed worſe than their neighbours, 

| ſhall we find a Forehead that never betrayed daring» 
inſolence?P—A Cheek, that never indicated concealed ! 


guilt by an involuntary bluſh, orunnatural paleneſs?” 
A Neck, that never was ſtretched out in pride and 


vain confidence ?—An Eye, that never caſt a di- 


"> 
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| dainful, n or wanton look ?—An Ear, that 
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an evil curioſity never opened to frothy, looſe, or 


defaming diſcourſe 7 — A Tongue, that never was | 
tainted with unedifying, falſe, indecent, or uncha- 


ritable language? — A Palate, that never became 


the ſeat of luxurious indulgence? — A Throat, that 
never was the channel of exceſs ?—A Stomach, that 
never felt the oppreſſive load of abuſed mercies?— 


Hands, that never plucked, or touched the forbid- 
den fruit of pleaſing fin Feet, that never once 
moved in the broad, downward road of iniquity? _ 
And a Boſom, that never heaved under the dread- 
ful workings of ſome exorbitant paſſion ? Where, 
in ſhort, i is there a Face ever ſo diſagreeable, that 
never was the objett of ſelf-worſhip i in aglaſs? And 


where a Body, however deformed, that never was 


ſet up as a favourite idol, by the fallen n ſpirit that i in- 


| babits it? 


If iniquity thus works by all the powers, and 
breaks out throughall the parts, of the human body ; 
we may-conclude by woful experience, not only that 
the plague of fin is begun, but that it rages with 
univerſal fury ; and to uſe again the evangelical pro- 
phet' s words, that from the ſole of the foot, even to the 
head of the natural man, there is no ſpiritual ſoundneſs 


in him, but wounds, and bruiſes, and putrefying | 


ores. 


1 a0 4 ' 


— F - * 
* 


0 
835 . 
. 
RY 
XXII. 
— 


" 


* 


XXIL. ARGUMENT. 


What can be aid of each 12 vidnal, may, with 5 
the ſame propriety, be affirmed of all the different 
nations of the earth, Let an impartial judge take 
four unconverted men, or children, from the four 
parts of the world: Let him examine their actions, 
and trace them batk' to their ſpring ; and, if he 
makes ſome allowance for the accidental difference 
of their climate, conſtitution, taſte, and education 1 
he will ſoon find their diſpoſition as equally earthly, £ 
ſenſual, and deviliſh, as as if they had all been caſt in 
the ſame mould. Yes, as- oak - trees are oaks all the 
world over, though by particular circumſtances 
ſome grow taller and harder, and ſome more knot- 
ted and crooked than others: So all unregenerate 
men reſemble one another; for all are proud, ſelf- 


willed, * and lovers of pleaſure, more tian 


lovers of God. p 
Do not ſloth, gluttony, drunkenneſs, and 3 
neſs; cheating, defrauding, ſtealing, and oppreſ- 
fion ; lying, perjury, treachery, and cruelty ; ſtalk 
openly, or lurk ſecretly every where? Are not all 
theſe vices predominant among black and white 
people, among ſavage and civilized nations, among 
Turks and Jews, Heathens and. Chriſtians ? Whe- 
ther they live on the banks of the Ganges or the 
Thames, the Miſiſſippi or the Seine p Whether 
they ſtarve in the ſnows of Lapland, or burn in 
the lands of . | 
O Sing WES; 


ET ——ů 2 — — 
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| haxe been in part ſanftified before they came forth out 
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O Sin, thou fatal peſt, thou RY POWs plague, 


would to God thy fixed abode were only in the Le- 


vant! and that, like the external peſtilence, thou 
wert chiefly confined to the Turkiſh dominions! 
But alas! the groſs immorality and prophaneneſs, | 
the various crimes and villainies, the deſperate im- 
piety and wild blaſphemy, under which every 


| Kingdom and city have groaned, and ſtill continue 


to do night and day, over the face of the whole 
earth, are black ſpots ſo ſimilar, and ſymptoms ſo 
equally terrible, that we are obliged to confeſs, they 
muſt have a common internal princi ple; - which can 
be no other than a bad habit of ſoul; a fallen, cor- 


- rupted nature. Yes, the univerſality and equality 
ol the effects, ſhew to an unprejudiced mind, that 


the cauſe is univerſal, and equally HORSE? with 
that nature, which is common to all nations, and 
remains the ſame i in all countries and ages. 


— 


FIVE OBJECTIONS. 


I. If the ſelErighteous moraliſt anſwers, that 1 ſin 
and wickedneſs are not ſo univerſal as this argu- 
ment ſuppoſes: I reply, that the more we are 


acquainted with ourſelves, with the hiſtory of the 


dead, and ſecret tranſactions of the living; the more 
we are convinced, that, if all are not guilty of out- 
ward enormities, all are deeply tainted with ſpiritual 
wickedneſs. 

Even thoſe excellent perſons who, like Jeremiah, 
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of the womb, can from ſad experience confeſs with 
him, that The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
ſay with David, My heart . me the eee 
the ungodly. | 
Thouſands indeed boaſt of Py a of their 
hearts: They flatter themſelves that to be righte- 
ous, it is enough to avoid the groſs acts of intempe- 
rance and injuſtice: With the Phariſees they ſhut 
their eyes againſt the deſiruftive nature of the love 
of the world, the thirſt of praiſe, the fear of men, 
the love of eaſe, ſloth, ſenſuality, indevotion, ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, diſcontent, impatience, | ſelfiſhneſs, 
carnal ſecurity, unbelief, hardneſs of heart, and a 
thouſand other ſpiritual evils. - Full of ſelf-igno- 
rance, like Peter, they imagine there is no combuf- 
tible matter of wickedneſs in their breaſts, becauſe 
they are not actually fired by the ſpark of a fuitable 
temptation, And when they hear what their cor- 
rupt nature may one day prompt them to, they cry 
out with Hazael, Am I a dog, that 1 ſhould do this 
thing? Nevertheleſs by and by they do it, if not 
outwardly: as he did, at leaſt in their vain thoughts 
by day, or wieked lewd imaginations by night. 
So true 1s the wiſe man's laying! ! He that Wr 
own heart ts a fool. ; 


II. If hiſtorians give us frequent accounts of 
the notorious wickedneſs of mankind, (ſay. the 
% advocates for human excellence) it is becauſe 
private virtue is not the ſubject of hiſtory; and 
to 0 judge of the moral reQitude of the world by 
the 


© "imaginations; how many paragraphs would make 


ab 
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the corruption of courts, is as abſurd as to efli. 
mate the health of a people from an infirmary,” 
And is private vice any more the ſubject of bit 
tory than private virtue? If it were, what folios - 
would contain the fulſome and black accounts of 
all the lies and ſcandal, the ſecret grudges and open 
quarrels, the filthy talking and malicious jeſting, 


the unkind or unjuſt behaviour, the groſs or re- 


fined intemperance, which deluge both town nd 
country 7 
- Suppoſe the l of hay one numerous a | 
were publiſhed, how many volumes might be filled 
with the detail of the undue fondneſs, or forbid- _ 
ding coldneſs;, the variance, animoſity, and ſtrife, 
which break out between hutbands and wives, pa- 
rents and children, brothers and ſiſters, maſters 
and domeſtics, upper and lower ſervants, &c.!. 
-What ridiculous, impertinent ſcenes - would be 
opened to public view ! What ſreifulneſs, diſſimu - 
lation, envy, jealouſy, tale-bearing, deceit! What 
. concealed ſuſpicions, aggravated charges, falſe ac- 
cufations;; underhand dealings, imaginary provoca- 
tions, glaring Os inſolent eee 
paſſions! © 
Was even the beſt widralif to write . 
of his own heart, and give the public a minute ac- 
count of all his impertinent thoughts, and wild 


bim bluſh ! How many pages, by preſenting the 
| "aRtoniſhed reader with a blank or a blot, would 
"demonſtrate the truth of St. Paul's aſſeition, They 
1 ? | are 


| 
; 
: 
J 
y 
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of eſſential evil! Far then from finding * © thoſe 
4 yaſtly ſuperior numbers, who in ſafe obſcurity 
4 are virtuouſly and innocently employed,” we 
may every where ſee the truth of the confeſſion, which 


dur objectors make Wm There is wo 


4 health in us.” 


I ſay every where, for is abode dab 4 
any more than lewdnefsto the army, and prophane- 
neſs to the navy? Does not the ſame ſpirit of ſelf- 
intereſt and intrigue which influences the choice of 
miniſters of ſtate, prefidealſo at the election of mem- S 
bers of parliament, mayors of corporate towns, bur- 
geſſes of boroughs, and petty-officers in a country- 
pariſh? We may then, (notwithſtanding. the un- 
fortunate compariſon; on which this objection ig 
founded) conclude without abſurdity, that, as all 
men, ſooner or later, by pain, ſickneſs, and death, 
evidence their natural weakneſs and mortality; whe- 
ther they live in infirmaries, palaces, or cottages; 
So all men, ſooner or later, by their thoughts, 
words and actions, demonſtrate their natural corrup- 
tion; whether they crowd the jail- yard, the Araw- 


ing · room, or the obſcure n of a country. vil- 
lage. | : 


— 


III. The ſame obje&ors will probably reply: 
& If e is univerſal, it cannot be faid to be 
| iz equal; * 

* See the note [mark'd |] p. 81. 


are all gane out of the way, evans: ie ids 1 
good, none but ſpoils his beſt works by à mixture 
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equal ; for numbers 124d a very bac, en | 
few a very uſeful life.“ | a. 'J 
© - "To this I anſwer, that all have naturally ata 
heart of unbelief, forgetful of, and departing fromthe 
living God. In this reſpeR, there is no difference; al 
the world is guilty before God. But, thanks be to the 
Father of mercies, all do not remain ſo, Many - 
cheriſh the ſeed of ſupernatural grace, which we 
have from the Redeemer; they bow to his ſcepter, 
become new creatures, depart from iniquity, and art q 
| zealous of good works. And the ſame gracious power, 
that has renewed them, is at work. upon thouſands 
more; hourly reſtraining them from much evil, and | 
daily exciting them to many uſeful actions. 

Wich reſpe& to the harmleſſneſs, for which ſome 
unrenewed perſons are remarkable, it cannot ſpring 
from a better nature than that of their fellow-mor- 
tals; for the nature of all men, like that of all wolves, 
is the ſame throughout the whole ſpecies. It muſt 
then be owing to the reſtraining grace of God, or to 
a happier conſtitution, a ſtricter education, a deeper 
ſenſe of decency, or a greater regard for their cha- 
tacter: perhaps only to the fear of conſequences, 
and to the want of natural boldneſs, or of a ſuitable 


| _ temptation and fair opportunity to fin, Nor are 


there few, who paſs for temperate, merely becauſe 
the diabolical pride lurking in their heart, ſcorns io 
ſtoop fo low, as to indulge their beaſtly appetites: 

| While others have the undeſerved reputation of 
 good-natured, becauſe they find more delight in 
quietly grati 18 their — indolence or brutal 
defires, 
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defires, than in yielding to the uneaſy, boiſterous 
tempers, which they have in common with devils, _ 
As to the virtues by which ſome of the uncon- » 
vented diſtinguiſh themſelves from others, they ei - 
- ther ſpring from God's preventing grace, or are on- 
ly vices in diſguiſe. The love of praiſe, the deſire 
ol honour, and the thirſt of gold, excite thouſands 
to laudable defigns, and uſeful actions. Wicked 
men, ſet on work by theſe powerful ; ſprings, da 
lying wonders in the moral world, as the magicians. 
did in the land'of Egypt. They counterfeit divine 
grace, and for a time ſeem even to outdo belieyers 
themſelves, Hence it is, that we frequently ſee the 
indolent induſtrious, the coward brave, the cove- 
tous charitable, the phariſee religious, the magda- 
len modeſt, and the daſtardly flave of his luſts a bold} 
aſſerter of public liberty. But the ſearcher of hearts 
is not deceived by fair appearances: he judges of 
their actions according to the motives whence they! 
ſpring, and the ends for which» they are performed: 
Tou ave, ſays he to all theſe ſeemingly. virtuous ſin- 
ners, like whited: ſepulchres, which indeed appear beouti- - 
ful outwardly ; EI oat: f dead men's n 
and of all uncleanneſs. + MA elm: + 
Were I eee e eee — 
compariſon, 1 would ſay, that ſome of them reſem- 
ble perſons, who artfully conceal their ulcers, un- 
der the moſt agreeable appearance of cleanlineſs 
and health. Many that admire their faces and looks, 
little ſuſpect what a putrid. virulent fluid runs out 
of ee 2 Others of them, whoſe- hypo- 
K — 4 
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; erify is not of ena kind, are like perſons ** 


« «“ ᷣ  ———_ © = — ys — 
* 


_—_—_ aq £ 4 T4377 40: 4 


«& 4 Ave BAL "Oc. 


feed with a mortal diſeaſe, who though the mas 


of their blood is tainted, 'and ſome noble part attack- 


ed, ſtill walk about, do buſineſs, and look as freſh- 
coloured as if they were the picture of health. Ye 
fons 'of Aſculapius, who, without feeling their 


pulſe, and carefully weighing every ſymptom, pro- 


nounce them very well upon their look alone, do 


ye not blunder in Phytic juſt wy we pon 
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Iv. But ta gs, tk It is wrong W 
ther our ſinfulneſs upon a pretended natural depra- 


vity, when. it may be entirely owing to the force of | 
ll example, the influence of v eee ation, or the 
dong ferments of youthful blood. 


All theſe; I reply, like rich {6il and rank ma- 


nure, cauſe original corruption to ſhoot the higher, 


but do not form its pernicious ſeeds. That theſe 


ſeeds lurk within che heart, before. they are forced 


up by the heatof temptation, appears indubitable, if 


we conſider, (1.) That all children, on particular 
_ occafions, "manifeſt ſome carly inclination to thoſe 
fins, which the feebleneſs of their bodily organs, 
and the want of proper. ferments in their blood do 


not permit them to commit: (2. ) That infants betray, 
envy, ill humour, impatience, ſelfiſhneſs, anger, 
and obſtinacy, even before they can take particular 
notice of ill examples, and underftand bad counſels: 
And (4.) That though uncleanneſs, fornication, and 


|. adultery, on account of the ſhame and danger'at- 
122 * EN 
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tending them, are committed with ſo much ſecrecy, 
that the examples of them are ſeldom, if ever, given 
in public; they are nevertheleſs ſome of the crimes 
Which are moſt univerſally or eagerly committed. 
Beſides, if e were not more inclined to vice 
man virtue, good examples would be as common, 
and bave as much force, as bad ones. Therefore, 
the generality of bad examples cannot ariſe but from 
the general ſinfulneſs of man; and to account for 
this general fiofulgeſs by the, generality. of bad ex- 
amples, 1s begging the queſtion, and not fromag. the 
point. 49:0 - 
Add ta this, that as weeds ſince the curſe, grow | 
even in fields ſown with the beſt wheat; ſo vice, 
ſince the fall, grows in the midſt of the beſt exam- 
ples, and the moſt excellent education: Witneſs 
the barbarous crimes committed by pious Jacob's 
ige. 8 1 Alam s eldeſt ſon. 
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V. 4 But if Cain Gonna ray « our Ee ty * 
all mankind. fin alſo, it is no more than Adam him- ö 
ſelf once did by his own, free :choice, though he . 
| was created as exempt from original depravity as an- 
agel. What need is there then to ſuppoſe, that 
2 he communicated to his n an inbred N 
3 A PL ink ihr-Z56s 
= To this I reply : It is not one e or fingle 
| event, but a continual repetition of the ſame event, 
Is that proves a, proneneſs. If a man, who is per- 
E fectly in his ſenſes, by ſome unforeſeen accident 
IT falls into a fit of madneſs, we may account for his 
= "MA misfortune | 


— 1 DS = 


misfortune from that accidevt; and no certain judge 


© family diſorder, incurable by human att. The 


' aan: for many go through a conftant round of fund. 
cent diverſonszʒ and theſe, at leaſt, muſt be innocent 
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ment can be formed of the bodily habit of his fe- 
mily; But if all his children through an hundred 
generations, are not only ſubject to the fame mad 

fits, but alſo die in conſequenet of them, in all forts | 


of climates, and under all forts of phybicians;” ebti- 


mon ſenſe will not allow us to doubt, that it is now | 


man is Adam, the family mankind, and the mad- 


neß fin. Reader, yoke: defies make theappli. 
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0 But all are not employed i in Ka and wicked. 


and happy.”— Let us then confider the amuſerments 
of mankind : Or rather, without ſtopping to look at 
che wife dance of the Iſraelites round the, golden 
calf, and the modeſt, ſober, and humanediverſions 


of the Heathens, in the feſtivals of their Jews, | 


drunken, and bloody gods; let us only ſee, how far 
our own pleaſures ene, enn e 
pinefs of mankind, © 

Ho exceſſively fooliſh are the plays of children! 
How ſull of miſchief and cruelty the ſports of boys! 


How vain,” foppiſh, and frothy the joys 'of young 


people! And how much below the ' dignity of up- 
| Tight, pure creatures, the ſnares that perſons of dif- 
| ferent ſexes perpetually lay for each other | When 


they 


= 


* 


THIRD; PART. 5 119 


a agh: 5 not ee amuſe- 

ment, till they are deſervedly caught in the net, 
which, they rn , But ſee them 
aſunder. 

Here, a circle of idle women, 8 a dcoltion 

of Indian. herbs, talk or laugh all together, lkeſo 
many chirping birds, or _chattering monkies, and, 
ſcandal excepted, every way to as good purpoſe.— 

And there, a club of graver men blow, by the hour, 

5 clouds of ſtinking ſmoke out of their. mouth, or wa 

it down their throat with repeated draughts of in- 

= toxicating liquors. , The ſtrong fumes have already 

- reached their heads; and while ſome ſtagger home, 
others triumphantly keep the field of exceſs; though _ 
one 1s already ſtamped with the heavineſs of the ox, 

another worked up to the fiercenels and roar of the 


; lion, and a third brought down 10 the keen of 

k the vomiting dog. 5 

t Leave them at their manh wad; to follow thoſe 

= muſical ſounds, mixed with a noiſe of ſtamping; 25 

| and you will find others profuſely perſpiring, and 

8 | violently fatiguing themſelves, in {ſkipping up and 

F down' a room for a whole night, and ridiculouſly - 

EI turning their backs and faces to each other an hun- 2 
= dred different ways. Would not a man of ſenſſe 

! prefer running ten miles upon an uſeful errand, to : 
EY this uſeleſs manner of loſing his reſt, heating his 
4 blood, exhauſting his ſpirits, unfitring himſelf for 
. the duties of the following day, and laying the 
4 foundation of a putrid fever or a conſumption, by -- ˖˙ 
p 9 the midnight air corrupted vy clouds of E 
F | 
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duſt, by the unwholeſom Fines of candles, 21 
the mote pernicious ſteam, that iſſues from the 
body of many perſons, who uſe a Rrong eee 
a a confined place. | 2 75 
In the next room indeed they are more quiet, but 
are they more rationally employed ? Why do they 


po eargeſtly rattle thoſe ivory cubes; and fo anxi- 


oully ſtudy thoſe packs of looſe and ſpotted leaves? 
Is happineſs graven upon the one, or Ramped upon 

the other? Anſwer, ye Gameſters, who curſe your 
ſtars, as ye go home with an x empty 1 e a 
heart full of rage. | 
vm We hope there is no harm i in raking an inno- 
cent game at cards, reply a ridiculous party of ſu- 
perannuated ladies; gain is not our aim, we only 

lay to kill time. You are not then ſo well em- 
ployed as the fooliſh Heathen Emperor, who 
- amuſed himſelf in killing troubleſome flics and wea- 
riſome time together. The delight of rational 
creatures, much more of Chriſtians on the brink of 
the grave, is to redeem, improve, and ſolidly enjoy 
time; but yours alas! conſiſts in the bare, irrepara- 
5 bie loſs of that invaluable treaſure. Oh, what 
account will you give of the ſouls you negle, we 
* e n 


"ry And ſhall we Kill each * ? If trifling kin, | 

8 Sure yicemuſt butcher : Ohl What heaps of ſlain 

Call out for vengeance on us! Time deſtroy'd 

10 . nn * 
4 Lone. 


And 
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F PART. ng; 
And are public diverſions beter evidences of our | 


innocence and happineſs? Let reaſon decide. Ian 


cities, ſome are laviſh of the gold, which ſhould be 
hid by for the payment of their debts, or the relief . 
of the poor, to buy an opportunity Sid gnaper 
a maſk an impertinent, or ĩmmodeſt part without a 
a blufh: and others are guilty of the ſame-injuſtice 
or prodigality, that they may be entitled to the ho» 
nour of waiting upon a company of idle buffoons, 
and feeing them act what would make a modeſt 
woman bluſh, or hearing them ſpeak what perſons = 
of true piety, or pure morals, would gladly pay as 
never to utter. | 
Are country amuſements more rational and inno- 

cent? What ſhall we fay of thoſe chriſtian, or 

rather heatheniſh feſtivals called Wakes, annually 
kept in honour of the Saint to whom the parifh- 


church was formerly dedicated? Are they not cele- 
| brated - with the idleneſs, vanity, and debauchery . 


of the Floralia; with the noiſe, riots, and frantic 
mirth of the Bacchanals; rather than with the 
decent ſolemnity, pious chearfulneſs, and fri 
temperance, which Wr the religion. & the 


holy Jeſus 


The aſſizes are held, the Judge paſſes. an awful 
ſentence of tranſportation or death upon guilty 
wretches who ſtand pale and trembling before his 
tribunal ; and twenty couple of gay gentlemen and 


ladies, as if they rejoiced in the infamy and de- 
ſtruction of their fcllow-mortals, | hire on the occa- 
ſien a band of muſicians, a and dance all night, 


. 


Paws 


| 
| 
8: 
1 
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I weak ear We 
victims af juſtice a few hours s, nnn their 


hands, and rattled their irons ...- 
The Races are adyertiled, all the 8 is in 
mation, neither buſineſs, Fain,. nor ſtorm, can pre- 
vent thouſands from rurming for miles, and ſome 
times through the worſt of roads, to feaſt their eyes 
upon the danger of their. fellow-creatures, and 
divert/thergſelves, with the. miſery of the moſt uſeful 


animals. Daring mortals hazard their necks upon 
ſwift courſers, which. are. tortured by. the ſevereſt 


laſhes of the whip, and inceſſant pricks or tearing 
gaſhes of the ſpur, that they may exert their utmoſt 
force, ſtrain every nerve, and make continued ef. 
forts even beyond the powers of nature: : Whence | 
(to ſay nothing of fatal accidents, which yet alas? 
too frequently happen) they ſometimes pant away 
their wretched lives in a bath of ſweat and blood; 
and all this, that they may afford a barbaroug plex | 
fare to their idle, A, and barbarovs be- 
holders. 98 
In one place the Sol fort is ; afforded byw an 
unhappy. bird, fixed at ſome diſtance, that the ſons 


of cruelty may long exerciſe their mercileſs {kill, in 


its lingering and painful deſtruction: Or by two of 
them trained up, and high - fed for the battle. _ The 
hour fixed for, the obſtinate engagement is come; 
and as if it was not enough that they ſhould pick 
each other's eyes out, with the ſtrong bills, that na- 
ture has given them; human malice, or rather dis- 
bolical Sue comes to the aſſiſtance of their na- 
1 2 £ tive: 


3 
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ey 


to their feet 3 thus armed they are excited. toleap at 
each other, and in an hundred repeated onſets to tear 
vultures; and if at lat one blinded, covered: with 


blood and wounds, and unable to ſtand any 


longer the metallic claus of his antagoniſt; enters 
into the agonies of death; the numerous ring of 


as if the tortured, - "dying a Was ng common 
enemy of mankind, | 4 

In ancther place, a HITS", e is Fat 
lightfully entertained by two brawny men, who 
unmercifully knock one another down, as if they 
were oxen appointed for the ſlaughter, and continue 


me bewege play, till one, with his Heſh bruiſed and 


| his bones ſhattered, bleeding, and gaſping as in the 
pangs of death, yields to his antagoniſt, yay. thus 
puts an end to the ſhocking ſport. | 

But it 1s perhaps a different ſpeRacle, : that! recom-. 
mends itſelf tothe bloody taſte of our baptized Heg- 
thens. Fierce dogs are excited hy fiexcer men, 
with fury to faſten upon the noſe, er tear out the 
eyes, of a poor confined animal, which pierces the 
ky with his painful and lamentable bellowings, 


enough to force compaſſion-fram the heart of bar-, 
barians, not totally loſt to all ſenſe; of humanity: 
whilſt in the mean time the furrounding, ſauage 
mob, We the very heavens with che moſt horrid 


im precations, 


1 1 1 A AR 1. 1% 


ed Silver ſpurs, or ſteel ialons, ſharp» 
er than thoſe of the eagle, are barburuſiy faſtened 
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\imprecations, and repeated ſhouts of applauding joys © | 
—  humafi nature (were it not deplorably CY : 


ed chriſtianity, deep-thinking wiſdom, and polits | 
abode}: But, in the name of common ſenſe, how can 
we clear them from theamputation of abſurdity, fol- 
ps and madneſs? And by what oa ee 


meek Jeſus, but to the philoſophy ef a Plato, or 


* that there is a certain degree of Juſtice due ftom man to the 
creatures, as from man to man ; zul that an exceſſive uſe of 
the Creature's labour is an injuſtice, for which he muſt account, 


© and upon the ſame account I have declined any eroelty to any 


© © others aza tyranny, I have abhorred thoſe ſports that conſiſt in 


3 I ave event or Fu.” 


ut * "A rr WAL . 


ſporting themſelves with that very miſery, which 


would teach them to alleviate.. Tr I. 10 $3 1245 ; 
2 Theſe are thy favourite anniſements, OiEnglind, 4 
thou center of the civilized world, where reform- 


learning, with all its refinements, have fixed their 


reconciled, I will not ſay to the religion of the : 


calm reaſon of any thinking man.2. How, peryerted - 
ES ws en and cruch the di- 
ot »:11 it Sf 6. Gir 7 bk r Tt verſions | 


© Ke fays Judge Hale, in his-Conternplations, 


I have therefore always eſteemed it as a part of my duty, and 
© it has been, always wy practice to be merci ful to my beaſts; 


« of thy creatures, and, 2s much \as T might, prevented it-jn 


* the torturing of thy creatures; and if any noxious creature mult | 
© be deſtroyed, or creatures for food muſt be taken, it has been 
my practice to do it in the manner that may be with the leaſt 
© torture or cruelty to the creature; ever remembering, that 
© though God has given us a dominion over his creatures, yet it 
is under a law of juſtice, prudence, and moderation ; otherwiſe 
© we ſhould become tyrants and not Lords over God's creatures; 
and cherefore thoſe things of this nature which others have 
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verſions of barbarians, in other parts of the globe! 
And how applicable to all, the wiſe man's obſerva- 
Wk Foolifhneſs is bound "up* in the heart of @\ child, 
Wann 1 
bes ok | 


"XXIV. ARGUMENT,” [fl 
1 *twis 
The total e of our nature RE, * 
only in the inelination of mankind to purſue. irra- 
tional, and cruel amuſem ents; but in their general 
propenſity” to commit die moſt unpraſtable, ridicu- 
lows, inhuman, impious, and diabolical ü 10 21 
1. The moſt unprofitable: For inſtance, that of 
ſporting in prophane oaths and curſes with the tre- 
mendeus name of the Supreme Being. [Becauſe of 
wearing the land mourneth, ſaid a Prophet thouſands, 
of years ago; and what land even in chriſtendom, yea 
What pariſh in this reformed iſland mourns not, or 
ought not to mourn, for the ſame provoking crime? 
a crime, which is the helliſh offspring of pra- 
cal atheiſm, and heatheniſh inſolence — a crime, | 
that brings neither profit, hopour, nor pleaſure to 
the prophane wretch Who commits it — a crime, 
for which he may be put to open ſhame, forced to 


appear before a magiſtrate, and ſent for ten days 5 


the houſe of correction, unleſs he pays an ignomi- 
nious fine; and what is more awful ſtilla crime, 
which, if perſiſted in, will one day cauſe him to 
gnaw his impious tongue in the ſevereſt torments. 
Surely man, who drinks this inſipid, and yet de- 
ſtruttive iniquity like water, muſt have his moral 
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_ metal? And when female Hottentots fancy they 
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Ady. The moſt ridiculiur dus, In whitening 


town, or village do not women betray their filly 
vanity? Is it not the ſame fooliſh diſpoſition of 


heart, which makes them bore their ears in Europe, 
and flit their noſes in America, that they may un- 
naturally graft in their fleſh pieces of glaſs, ſhining 
pebbles, glittering gold, or trinkets of meanet 


add to the importance of their filthy perſon, by-ſlome 
yards of the bloody inteſtines of a beaſt, twiſted 


tound their arms or necks, do they not evidence 


the very ſpirit of the Ladies in our hemiſphere, 
who too often meaſure their dignity by the yards of | 
coloured filk bands, with which they crown-thems 
ſelves, and ute the „Scree $8 inte * 


may=queen ? | A 


_adly. MS + ar tes « An hind ; 


' thouſtnd mad animals, whoſe headsare covered with 
hats, ſays Voltaire, advance to kill, or to be killed 
by, the like number of their fellow-mortals covered 


with turbans. By this/trange procedure they want; 
at beft, to decide whether a tract of land, to which 
none of them all lays any claim, ſhall belong to 2 
certain man whom they call Sultan, or to- another 


whom they name C:ſar, neither of whom ever ſaw; 


or will ſee the ſpot fo furiouſly contended for: And 


very few of thoſe creatures, who thus mutually 


I one another, ever beheld the animal for 


whom they cut each others throats, From time 
immemorial 


ww _—_ page dams 


6 
7 


W ED 


- againſt four: but whatever part they. take, they all 
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TH IRD PART. * 
immemorial this has been the way of mankind al- 


moſt over all the earth. What an exceſs of madneſs. 
is this! And how deſervedly might a ſuperior Be- 
ing cruſh to atoms this earthly ball, the bloady neſt 


of ſuch ridiculous murderers?” 


| The ſame author makes alan. the followi ag 


 refle&ions, on the ſame melancholy ſubject. Fa- 
mine, peſtilence, and war, are the three moſt fas 
mous ingredients of this lower world. The two 
irſt come from Cod, but the laſt, in which all 


three concur, comes fromthe imagination of princes 
or miniſters, A king fancies, that he has a right to 
a diſtant province. He raiſes a multitude of men, 
who, have nothing La do, and nothingto loſe; gives 


them a red coat and a laced hat, and makes them 
wheel to the right, wheel to the left, and march to 


glory. Fiye or ſix of theſe belliggrant powers ſome- 
times engage together, three againſt three, or two. 


agree in one point, which is, to do their neighbour 
all poſſible miſchief, The moſt aſtoniſhing thing, 


belonging to their infernal undertaking, is, «that. 


every ring-leader of thoſe murderers, gets his colours 7225 
conſecrated, and ſolemnly blefſed in the name of 


God, before he marches up to the deſtruQion of his 
fellow. creatures. If a chief warrior has had the 


good fortune of getting only two or three thouſand 
men ſlaughtered, he does not think it worth his 
while to thank God for it: But if ten thouſand have 
been deſtroyed by fire and ſword, and if (to com- 
vs his d fortune) ſome * city has been 

| „ totally 
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S totally overtprown.;. a day of public thankſgiving, 
is appointed on the joyful” occaſion. Is not that a 
mme art which carties ſuch deſolation through, the 
earth : and, one year with another, deſtroys. forty: 
__- thouſand men, out of an hundred thouſand Y* _.. 
Aly. The moſt impious fins; for inſtancathet; of 
" idolatry : Before the coming of Chriſt, ſays a late 
Divine, all the polite and barbaroug- nations among 
the Heathens, plunged into it with equal blindneſs, 
And the Jews were {6 ſtrongly wedded io it, that 
God's miraculous iriteypotition, both by dreadful 
judgments and aſtoniſhing 'mercies, could not for 
800 years, reſtrain them from Rs it in the 
eh n | 3 
Nor need we look at either kleathens or Jews, 1 
ſte the proneneſs of mankind to chat deteſtable crime; 
Chriſtians alone can preve the charge. To this 
day, the greateſt part of them pray to dead men 
and dead women; bow to images of ſtone, and 
croſſes of wood; and- make, adore, and ſwallow 
down, the wafer-god : And thoſe, who pity them 
| for this ridiculous idolatry, till converting grace 
interpoſes, daily ſet up thrir idols in their hearts, and, | 
without going to the Phan of Dues, ſacrifice W 4 
the King's golden image. © 
And zthly, The moſt Gabolital ſin; e 
that favourite offspring of Satan transformed into an 
| angel of lyhit.” "Perſecution, that bloady, hy pocriti- 
1 , cal monſter, which carries a bible, a liturgy, and 2 
bundle of canons in one hand; with fire, faggols, 
4 and all the Poms invented by cruelty in the 
75 other; 7 
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becauſe they cannot all think alike. / | 
Time would fait to tell Gf cl b, on reli- 


gious accounts, have been ſtoned and ſawn aſunder 


by the Jews, caſt to the lions and burnt by the Hea- 


mens, ſtrangled” and impdl'd by the -Mahometans, _ 
and butchered all manner of ev Ne en * | 


tians. 
Yes, we wa confeſs it, bellen Rome hath 


glutred Herſelf with the blood 'of martyrs, which 
Heatheniſh Rome had but comparatively taſted: 
And when Proteſtants fled from ler bloody pale, 


they brought along with them too much of her 
bloody ſpirit. Prove the fad aſſertion, poor Serve- * 
tus: When Romiſh inquiſition had forced thee to 

fly to Geneva, what reception didſt thou meet with | 


ia that t reformed oy Alas! the Papiſts had burn- 
ed thee in effigy, the 'Proteſtants burned thee in 


reality, and Molock triumphed to, ſee the two 
oppoſite 1 bee v—_—_— kit _ e 


facrifice. © 


80 antvetaliy; reflirfsis alte pit ol 3 


which inſpires the unrenewed purt of mankihd, 
that when people of the ſame religion have no hut- 


ward oppofer to tear} they bark at, bite, anddevour © | 
one another, Is it not the ſame bitter zeal, that 


made the Phariſees and Sadducees among the Jews, - 
and now makes the ſects | of, Ali and Omar among 


the Mahometans, thoſe of the Janſeniſts and Moli- 
niſts among the Papiſts, and thoſe of che Calviniſts 
| „ 133 
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aud Anniaians among the Proteſtants, oppoſe each 
| other with ſuch acrimony and virulence 7 

Lil | But let us look around us at home; When per- 
| fecuting Popery had almoſt expired in the- fires, in 
which it butned our firſt church-men,. how ſoon 
did thoſe who ſurvived them commence Pperſecutors 
8 of the Prefbyterians ? When theſe; forced to fly to 
Ne. England for reſt, got there the ſtaff of power 

, in their hand, did they not in their turn fall upon, 

and even hang the Quakers? And now that an act 
of toleration binds the | monſter, and the laſh of | 
pens coriſecrated to the defence of our civil and e- 
ligious liberties; makes him either afraid or aſhamed 
of roaring aloud for his prey; does he not ſhew, 
by his ſupercilious looks, malicious ſneers, - and 
- ſettled contempt of vital piety, what he would do, 
' ſhould an opportunity offer? And does he not ſtill, 
under artful pretences, go to the utmoſt length of 
his chain, to wound the reputation of thoſe, whom 
hae cannot devour, and inflict at leaſt + academic 
death upon thoſe whoſe pn is -happily ſecuted - 

3 er 3 84% 
O ye unconveried among Waaldsd if; all theſe 
(alloijnations; evay.ubers break out upon you; 
What cages of unclean birds, | what neſts-fwarming 
15 pom eg N woe 75 and r 
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How deadly gallen is man, if babes gle F 
a propenſity to commit the above · mentioned fins, - 
but to tranſgreſs the divine commands with a variety 
kd ſhogking eee er poking, are Pons 


1 e by 2 "kind & evil ind: As | 


ſuck; and. betray the rage of them lle hearts, * g 
ſobbing and ſwelling, ſometimes till, by forcing their k 
bowels out of their ꝓlace, they bring a napture up- 
on themſelves; and frequently till they are. black 
in the face, and almoſt ſuffocated. IL. Deliberately, 

as thoſe,” who having life and death clearly ſet, be- 

. fore them, wilfully, obllinately;chuſe the way chat 
leads to certain deſtruQtion. — III. Repeatedly, wit- 
nels liars, who, becauſe their crime colts, them but 
2 breath, frequently commit it at Very breath.— 
IV. v. Continually, as rakes, who would make their 
whole life one uninterrupted- ſcene of debauchery, | 
if their exhauſted ſtrength,:.or purſe, did. not force - 
them to intermit their lewd:praftices; though not 
without. a promiſe to;renew them again, at. the firſt | 
convenient opportunity. V. Theacherouſly, as thoſe. 
Chriſtians, ho forget divins wereies, and their 
own repeated reſolutions, break ĩhrough the ſolemn 
vows and promiſes made, ia their ſarraments, and, 
inning | wih 2 profeſſion, 


pra Ayn Bags of, dei 364 the. 
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church, and their Saviour. VI. Daringly, as thoſe 
who ſteal under the gallows, openly inſult their pa- 
rents or their king, laugh at all laws human and 
divine, and put to defiance all, that are inveſted 
with power to ſee them executed, — VII. Trium- 
FL phantly, as the vaſt number of thoſe, who glory in 
their ſhame, (Gund aloud the trumpet of their own 
wickedneſs, and boaſt of their horrid, repeated de- 
baucheries, as admirable, and praiſe-worthy deeds, 
VIII. Progreffively, till they have filled up the mea- 
_ fare of their iniquities,” as individuals; witneſs Ju- 
: By who from covetouſneſs, proceeded to hypo- 
criſy, theft,” treaſon, deſpair and felf-murder:. Or, 
"as 2 7. bee witneſs the Jews, Who after deſpiſing 
and killing their prophets, rejected the Son of God; 
affirmed he was mad; ſtigmatized him with the 
name of Deceivtr ; ; ſaid, he was Beelzebub himſelf; of- 
fered him all manner of indignities; bought his 
blood; prayed it might be on them; and their chil- 
dren; Teſted not, till they had put the- Prince of 
Life to the moſt i ignominious death; and, horrible 
to ſiy! made ſport with the groans, which rent the 
rocks around' them, and threw the earth into con- 
vulſſons under their feet, — IX. Unnaturalh 0 0 
By toni ſſing barbarities : As the women, who mur- 
der their own children ; the Greeks and Romans, 
who expoſed them to be the living prey of Wild 
beaſts: the ſavages, who knock their aged parents 
on the bead; the Cannibals, who roaſt and eat their 
priſonerꝭ of war; and ſome revengeful people, who, 
wo taſte all che ſweetneſs of their” deviliſhi paſſion, 
HHH 5 8 4 haye 
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| have . —— and eaten up his li- 
ver and heart. (.) By the moſt diabalical ſuperſti- 
tions: As the Iſraelites, who, -when they had 
learned the works of the Heathens, ſacrificed their ſons, ' 
and their daughters to devils; and by the horrible 
practices of witchcraft, endeavoured to raiſe,” and 
deal with, infernal ſpirits :' And (g.) by the moſt 
prepoſterous gratifications of ſenſe + Witneſs the inceſts 
and rapes committed in this land; the infamous 
fires, which drew fire and brimſtone down from 
heaven upon accurſed cities; and the Horrid luſts 
of the Canaapites, though alas! not confined to 
Canaan; which gave birth to the laws recorded, * 
Lev. xviii--7, 28. and xx. 16. f Laws that are at 
once the diſgrace of mankind, and the proof of nay 
Apoſtacy : As choſe, who having begun in the ſpirit, 
and taſted the bitterneſs of repentance, the good mord 
of God, and the powers of the world to come, make ſhip= 
wreck of the faith,, deny the Lord that bought them, ac- 

. 1 1 9 tdtounk 
„ The reaſon, which engaged the publiſher of theſe ſheets, to 
preach to ſome of ihe colliers in his neighbourhood, vas the hor- 
rid length. they went in inamorality. One of them; whoſe father 
was hanged, upon returning him(elf from tranſportation, in cool 


blood attempted to raviſh his own daughter in the preſence of his 
own wiſe, and was juſt prevented from compleating his crime, 


by the utmoſt exertion of the united length of the mother and 
the child. When brutiſh ignorance, and heatheniſh wickedneſs 
break out into ſuch unnatural enormities, who 7 would $60 Wrenk a 


through the hedge of canonical regularity? bu 2197136 in 


tie? 


} In the laſt century; - Wale 
the crime forbidden in thoſe laws, and ſuffered death for ii. 
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6 en in tie. 
a, that they are juſily comparad to trees ait herd, 
plucieu up iy the roots, twice dead, and to raging 
e & the ſes foaming out their own ſhame, to on 
NS TO Ne Ret! 
Good God | what line can fathom an bl 
 cnrruption, the overflowings of which are more or 
n. ne theſe ue 1 r | 
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| ns and number of the banks, which it over- 
_ Mows; theftrength of this corruption will be rightly 
eſtimated. from the high, and numerous dikes raiſed 
ys which it OPENER" breaks 
3 e ee Molkiec and Inj, | 
| in all their ſhapes, ſtill overſpread the whole earth; 
3 notwithſtanding innumerable means _ in all 
| ages, to ſuppreſs. and prevent them. ele Gond74 
The almoſt total extirpation of mankind by the 
deluge, the fiery ſhowers that conſtrned Sodom, the 
ten Egyptian plagues,” the entire excificn of whole 
nations who were once famous for their wicked- 
neſs, the captivities of the Jews, the deſtruRion of 
thouſands of cities and kingdoms, and millions of 
more private judginents,- qa eng 6 
een 0 0 
een ee l £4 an, 3 7 4 The 
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The Aiciking miracles wrought by-prophets, the 
alarming ſermons preached by divines, the infinite 


number of good books publiſhed in almoſt all lan- 21 
guages, and the founding of myriads of churches, 
religious houſes, ſchools, colleges, and univerſities,” 
have not yet cauſed. impiety to hide its brazen face 
my where. The making of all ſorts of excellent 
laws, the appointing of magiſtrates and judges to 
put them in force, the forming of aſſociations for | 
the reformation of manners, the filling of thouſands 


of priſons, and erecting of millions of racks. and 
gallows, have not yet ſuppreſſed one vice, _ 
And what is moſt amazing of all, the life, mira- 


cles, ſufferings, death, and heavenly doctrine of 


the Son oF God ; the 5 wiitings, and ow. 


of millions that have. lived and died in a the faith; 


the inexpreſſible horrors and. frightful warnings of _ 
thouſands, of wicked men, who. have teſtified, in 
their laſt moments, that they had work d out their 


damnation, and were juſt. going to their oun place; 


the blood of myriads of maxtyrs, the firiyings of tbe 
Holy Spirit, the dreadſul curſes of the law, and the 
glorious promiſes of the goſpel All theſe. means 
together, have not exlirpated immorality and pro- 
phaneneſs, out of one ſingle town or village in al! 
the world; no, nor oui of one ſingle family for any 
length of time. And this will probably continue 


to be the deſperate caſe of mankind, till the Lord 
ſays to his powerful hand; ſeconds theſe means by 


the continued ſtrokes of the ſword of his Spirit; 


97 9 


- 
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Shadady fire and fecord with , fe; and, Serie ing 
0 his promiſe, Apo Hai to cover- pg 
, kl waters cover the ſen. 3 . 
e 
| bab that human corruption is not only deep as the 
ocean; but impetuous as an overflow ing river, 
'_ 'which breaks down alb its banks, and leaves marks 
of devaſtation in every place? This will ſtill ap 


pear in a clearer light, if ve conſider the ſtrong op- 


poſnion, which our natural ee ee di- 
. the t 
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Wuen the Lord, by the rod of zMiQion, the 
N . Spirit, arid the power uf his grace, at- 


"tacks the Hart! heart bf à inner; How obſtinately - , 


does he reſiſt the ſharp,” though pracious vpetation ! 
To make an honourible and vigorous defence, he 
puts on the ſhining robes of his formality; he ſtands 
rm in the boaſted armor 
* danks with untemperetl 'nivrtas the rutmmous walt of his 
conduct; with ſelf right eous reſolutions, and phari- 
' it profeſſions of virtue, de buflids, as he thinks, 
an impretznable tower; he muſters arid draws up in 
battle array his poor works, "artfully putting in the 
front thofe that make the fineſt appearance, and 
enrefully concealing the vices, which he can neither 
| eee 
due. 1411121 7725 35 98 £46 £33 er 
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ur of his moral powers; he 
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of his warfare, and raiſes the battery of a multitude: 


of objections to ſilence the truth that begins:to gall 


bim. He afflras = the preachers of it are'deceivers: 


fixed even apo Chriſt and St. Paul the very ſame 


opprobious names: He calls it a ne dottrine;“ 
till he is obliged to acknowledge that it-is-as old as 
the Reformers, the | Apoſtles, and the Prophets: 
He fays it is fancy, deluſion, eathufiafny”” till 
the bleſſed effects of it, on true believers, conſtrain. 


him to drop the trite and flanderous affertion : He 
declares, that it drives people out of their ſenſes, 
or makes them melaneholy, tilt he is compelled to 


confeſs, that the ſtar of the Lord is the beginning of wiſe 


dom, and that none are ſo happy and joyſul, as thoſe 


who truly love, and zealoufly ferve God: He ur- 
ges, that © it deſtroys goed works; till a fight of 
| the readineſs of believers,” and of his own back= - 
wardneſs, to perform them, makes him aſhamed of 


the groundleſs accufation ; He will tell you twenty 


times over, © There i is no need of ſo much ado ;“ till © - 
he diſcovers the folly of bei eing careleſs onithe brink 


of eternal ruin, and obſerves, that the nearneſs of 


temporal danger puts him upon the utmoſt exertion 


of all his powers. Perhaps, to get himſelf a name 
among hisprophane companions, he lampoons the 
ſcriptures, or cafts out firebrands and arrows againſt 
the deſpiſed diſciples of Jeſus, & they are all poor 
and illiterate,” ſays he, & fools or knaves, cheats 
and hypocrites,” Sc. '&e. till the” word of God 
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| Rops his mouth, ind he ſees himlelf the greaeR by. . 
pocrite, with whom he is acquainted. 3 
When, by ſuch heavy charges, ies thts ITS, | 
" ofthe truth from his heart, andthoſervants of God. 
from his company, this kind of ammunition begins 
to fail; and he barricades himſelf with the fear of 
being undone in his circumſtances, till experience 
dodonvinoes him, that No goad thing ſhall God with h⁰¹ép 
From them that live a godly life, and that All things © 
all by: added to. them, who cel firſt the kingdom of 
God. He then hides himſelf in the crowd of che 
ungodly, and ſays, if he periſhes, many will 
ſhare the ſame fate; till he ſees the glaring abſur- 
dity of going to hell for the ſake of company. He 
ſhelters at laſt under the protection of the rich, the 
great, the learned deſpiſers of Chriſt and the croſs; 
till the mines of their wickedneſs ſpringing on all 
| fides around him, makes him fly to the ſanctuary of 
the Lord; rn we money 
- When all his batteries are u A Nahas 
i made in his conſcience, he looks out for ſome 
- ſecret way to leave Sodom, without being taken 
notice of, and derided. by thoſe who fight under 
. Satan's banner; and the fear of being taken for one 
; of them that fly from the wrath td come, and openly 
take the part of an holy God againſt. a Sinful world, 
pierces him through with many ſorrows, 
Are the outworks taken, has he been forced to 
part with his groſs immoralities, he has generally 
ME NOI ſtratagems: Sometimes he 
8 publicly | 
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publicly diſmiſſes Satan's garriſon, fleſhly las which 


war againſt the godly, and keep under the ungodly  - 


foul; but it is only to let them in again ſecretly, 


either one by one, or with forces ſeven times 


greater, fo that his laſt flate is worſe than the firſt. 
At other times he hoiſts up the white flag of truth, 


apparently yields to conviction, favours the mini - 


ſters of the goſpel, admits the language of Canaan, 


and warmly contends fer evangelical doctrines: 


But alas! the place has not ſurrendered, his heart 
is not given up to God: ſpiritual wickedneſs, under 


fair ſhows of zeal, ſtill keeps poſſeſſion for the god 
of this world; and the ſhrewd hypocrite artfully 


imitates the behaviour of a true Iſraelite, juſt as 
Satan transforms himſelf into an angel of light, © 


Is he at laſt deeply convinced, that the only 


mean of eſcaping deſtruction, and capitulating-to ad- 
vantage, is to deliver up the traitor Sin ? Yet What 


a long parley does he hold about it! What a mul- 
titude of plauſible reaſons, does he advance to put 


wy 


it off from day to day]! * He is yet young — The 


Lord is merciful — All have their foibles — We 
« are here in an imperfett ſtate — It is a little fin— 
„It may be conſiſtent with loyalty to God — Iʒt 
* hurts no body but himſelf — Many pious men were 
once guilty of it — By and by he will repent as 


they did, &c. &c. When louder ſummons and 
increaſing fears, compel him to renounce the luſts 4 
tie fi:ſk, how ſtrongly: does he plead for thoſe of the 


mind / And after he has given up his boſom-fin with... 
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inmoſt receſſes of his heart! 
Never did a beſieged town th the ee 


Vith ſuch obſtinacy, and hold out by ſuch a variety 


of ſtratagems, as corrupt man ſtands it out againſt 


the repeated attacks of truth and grace, If he 
yields at all, it is ſeldom before he is brought to the 


greateſt extremity. He feeds on the duſt of the carth; 
he tries to fl} his ſoul wih the huſks of vanity ; and 
faxes hard on ſounds, names, forms, opinions, wi- 
thered experience, dry. notions of faith, and empty 


profeſſions of hope, and fawning ſhows of love, 
| ill the. mighty famine. arifes, and the intolerable 


want of ſubſtantial bread, forces him to ſurrender 
at diſcretion, and without reſerve, _ 
Some ſtand it out thus, againſt the God of their 


fſalvation, ten or twenty years; and others never. . 
i” yield, till the terrors of death ſtorm their affrighted 


ſouls, their laſt ſickneſs batters down their tortured. 


| bodies, and the. poiſon of the arraws of the Almighty 


drinks uþ their waſted. ſpirits, What a ſtrong proof 
is ten of the nee W ee our cor- 
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Bote ſtill 3 may be Han, hos aha @ 
mazing Rruggles of God's children with their de- 


4 pravity; even after they have, through grace, 


powerfully ſubdued, and gloxiauſty triumphed over 


it. Their Redeemer himſelf is the Captain of their 
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THIRD "PART, ugg. 
ſalvation : They are ithharked with hit and bound 


for heaven: They look ut the compaſs of God's 
word: They hold the rudder of fincetity : They 


croud all the fails of their good reſolutions, and pt» 


ous affections, to catch the gales of divine affiſt- 
ance: They exhort one anothey daily, to ply the oa 


of faith and prayer, with watchful induſtry : Tears 


of deep repentance and ferverit deſire, often bedew 
their faces in the pious toil : They would rather die 
than draw back to perdition ; but alas! the ſtream 


of corruptiori is. ſo impetuous, that it often prevents 


their making any ſenſible progreſs in their ſpiritual _ 
voyage: And, if in an unguarded hour, they drop 


the oar, and Faint in the work of faith, the patience of 


hope, ot the labour of love, they ate preſently carried 
down into the dead ſea of religious formality, or the 
whirlpools of ſcandalous wickedneſs, Witneſs the 
lukewatrininieſs of the Laodiceans, the adultery of 


David; the perjury of Peter, the fifial apoſticy of 


Jl and the ſhameful e diſciples. 
Ax. ARGUMENT. 


- Whettovidenciouf the woll oppoſite interat, | 
agree in their depoſition of a matter of fact, its truth 
is greatly corroborated. To the laſt argument, taken 
from ſome ſad experiences of God's people, I ſhall 
therefore add one, drawn from the religious rites of 


paganiſm, the confeſſions of 2 8 Be 


the teſtimony of modern deiſts. {+ 
When the heathens made their temples ; HEE z: 
* M 8 1 00 
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vith the blood of ſlaughtered hecatombs, did they not 

. often explicitly deprecate the wrath of heaven and 

_ impending deſtruction ? And was it not a ſenſe of 

_ + their guilt and danger; and an hope, that the pu- 

niſhment they deſerved, might be transferred to their 
bleeding victims, which gave birth to their nume. 
rous, expiatory and propitiatory ſacrifices? If this 
muſt be granted, it is plain, thoſe ſacrifices were ſo 
many proofs, that. the conſiderate Heathens were not 
utter ſtrangers to their corruption and danger. 

But let them ſpeak their own ſentiments. Not to 
mention their allegorical fables of Prometheus, who 
brought a curſe upon earth by ſtealing fire out of 

heaven; and of Pandora, whoſe fatal curtoſity let 

all ſorts of woes and diſeaſes looſe upon mankind; 
Does not Ovid in his Metamorphoſes give 2 ſtrik- 
ing account of the fall, and its dreadful conſe- 

quences? Read his deſcription of the golden age, 

and you ſec Adam in paradiſe; proceed to the iron 

age, and you behold the horrid _ of our con- 
ſummate wickedneſs. 

If the ancients had no idea of that native propen- 
ſity to evil which we call original depravity ; what 
did Plato mean by our Natural wickedneſs? And 

Pythagoras by + The fatal companion, the noxious fine 

that lurks within us, and was born along with us Did 

Kaus i pen. Hence that excellent definition 6f 
true religion, Ora i Tux The cure of a diſcaſed ſoul, 
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not Solon take for his motto the well known fay- | 
ing, which; though ſo much neglefted now, was 
| formeriy written in golden eapitals over the door of 
| Apollo's temple at Delphos, * Know thyſelf ? Are 
we not informed by Heathen hiſtorians, that So- 
crates, the Prinee of the Greek Sages, ackriowletiged 
he was naturally prone to the groſſeſt vices? Does 
not Seneta, the beſt of the Romatr philoſsphers; ob- 
ſerve, + We ate born in fuch a condition, that we at 
not ſubjeFt to fewer diforders of the mind than of the body 3 
Yea, that f All vices are in all neu, though they do t 
| break out in every one : And that, $ To confeſs them 
is the beginning of our cure p And had not Cicero la- 
mented beſort Seneca, that Men ave bronght into He 
by nature at A ftep-mothey, with & naked, frail, and in- 
form body ; and a ſoul prone to dnerr lui? 855 5 
| Even ſome of the ſprighitlieſt pots, bear their 
. teſtimony” to the mournful truth 1 contend for- 
 Propertius could ſay, || Every bdtty has  vite, to which 
he 15 inclined by nature. Horace declared. that T No 
nan is bern free from vices, and that he is the be tan 
who is pf with the e 7 Mankind ruff 
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„ be r C615: 8h, 1 67 99 
+ Hac conditione nati ſuns : Animalia noni von yaue | 
oribus animi quam corporis morbis. 
| t Omnia in omnibus vitia ſunt, ſed non ownia in. ble 
„ Vivia ſua confiteri i principium en. 4 | 
| Vnicuique dedit vitium natura creato, 1 3 | 
1 Nam. „lis nemo fine naſcitur, optintus ile ef 1 i 
Qui mirimis urgetur. * > 
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into wickedneſs, and always defire what is forbidden 
That + youth hath the foftneſs of wax to receive vitious 


impreſſions, and the hardneſs of a rock to refiſt virtuous | 
e eee That va are mad enough to WW 


- attack heaven itſelf, and that our repeated crimes do not 

ſuffer the ONO pr We I | 

balls. f 
And juvenal, as if be We what St, Paul 


; ee the covet: miad, affirms that { Nature un- 


3 OD ed ee ye rags Fact to wickedneſs, as 
bodies to their center, 


Thus the very depoſitions of. the Haas 


their lucid intervals, as well as their ſacrifices, 


prove the depravity and danger of mankind. And 
fo does likewiſe the teſtimony of ſome of our mo- 
dern, deiſtical Philoſophers. 


- The ingenious author of a baok,colled Philoſophi- 


al Enquiries concerning the Americans, informs us 


it is a cuſtom. among ſome Indians, that, as ſoon 
as the wife is delivered of a child, the huſband 
muſt take to his bed, where he is waited on by the 


poor woman, who ſhould have been brought there; 
- and that, to this day, the ſame ridiculous cuſtom 
7 prevails.; in ſome parts of France, * From this, and 


| Seite view ads, Se: 
_ 3} Calum ipſum penn gn; fm mf 
Per noſtrum patimur ſcelus 
 Iracunda Jovem ponere fulmina. | . 
| Ad mores natura recurrit | | 
— fixa et muta neſcia· 


{ 
5 


w 


— * 0 


kN 


T ef 2 


Q Ro BHP T7. 


OP 
+ 


2 K X S 


” % &© a ws v7 


i % 


THIRD ART. 139 


however men. may differ in other points, there a 
ftriking conformity among them in ansUurDITY,” 
The ſame philoſopher, who is by no means taint- 
ed, with what ſome perſons are pleaſed to call 
enthufiaſm, confirms the doctrine of our natural de- 
pravity by the following anecdote, and the ironicat 
obſervation with which it is cloſed, The Eſkimaux 
(the wildeſt and moſt ſottiſh people in all America) 
call themſelyes men, and all other nations barbari- 
ens. * Human vanity, we ſee, thrives equally well in 


all climates; in Labrador as in Afia. Beneficent nature 


has dealt out as much of this comfortable quality to & 
Greenlander, rn, ̃ 
maitre,” 


s The following teſtimony a nidetr $10" 


ſtriking, as it comes from one of the greateſt poets, 
philoſophers, and deiſts, of this preſent free-think- _ 
ing age. Who can without horror, conſider the 


5 whole earth, as the empire of deſtruQtion! It 


© abounds in wonders, it abounds alſo in victims; 
it is a vaſt field of carnage and contagion. ' Every | 


© ſpecies is, without pity, purſued and torne io pieces, 


through the earth, and air, and water. In man 
there is more wretchedneſs, than in all other ani- 
mals put together: he ſmarts continually under 


two ſcourges, which other animals never feel 


© anxiety, and a liſtleſſneſs in appetence, which 

make him weary of himſelf, He loves life, and 

yet he knows that he muſt die. If he enjoys ſome 

5 tranſient good, for which he is thank ful to hea» 

ven, he anemen is at at de. | 
EY Hy; a > 
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voured by worms: This knowledge FRETS fatal - 
Hy « prexogative: Other animals have it not.. He feels 
it every moment, rankling and corroding in his 
6breaſt. Yet he ſpends the tranſient moment of his 
« exiſtence, in diffuſing the miſery that he ſuffers; 
© pay; in cheating and being cheated, in robbing 
and being robbed, in ſerving that he may com- 
6 bulk of mank ind are nothing more than a crowd 
of wretches, equally criminal and unfortunate, 
© and the globe contains rather carcaſſes than men. 
_ © FE tremble, upon a review of this dreadful picture; 
© to find that it implies a complaint againſt provi- 
_ e that Þ had never been born,” 
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badge, botk of thoſe, who rejett revelation, ike Voltaire; ani 
. of thoſe, who indirectly ſet aſide one half of it, like the phariſces 
— and antinomians around us. See a- ſtriking proof of it. This 
Very author, in another book, (O! ſee what antichriſtian morality 
| comes to!) repreſents the horrible fin of Sodom as an excuſable 
| mylake of nature and aſſures us, that © At the worſt of ties, there 
i; at noft upon earth, ant mum in a thoufimd, that can be called wicked." 
Now for the proof f * Hardly do we ſee ona of thoſe enormous crimes, 
that: flock human nature, committed in ten years at Rome, Paris, or Low 
don, thoſe cities where the thirſt of gain, which is the parent of all crimes, 
s carried to the higheſt pitch— / men were eſſentially wicked, we ſhould 


. as we do hens. © 
killed by Jaxes.” Kecording to this apotle of the deiftical world, 


_ it ſeems, that the moſt intenſe thirſt of gold is no degree of wick- 
 Eiieſs; that a woman, to be very good, needs only not cut her 
Drost while he is aſleep ; and that it even liule matters 
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ne O bd beef vaid'wen will be £ 
wiſe, and wicked man pretends to be righteous! 
Far from repenting in the duſt ; he pleads his in- 
nocence, and claims the rewards of imaginary me- 

rit! Lacredible as the aſſertion is, a Vn gase wr 


neſſes are ready to confirm it. 

Come forth, ye natural ſons of virtue, who with 
ſcornfal boaſts attack the doftrine of man's depra= =  - 
vity: To drown the whiſpers of reaſon and experi- 
ence, ſound each your own trumpet—Thank God, 

| you © are not as other men” Inform W 
boy, —_ a good. heart” and *'2 clear conſcience :" 
; Alus 


„Aber led e ates As. 6 he." 
un. What moral philoſophy is here! Why, if the fin of Sodom 
is a peccadillo, a frolickſome miſtake; and nothing is wickedneſs 
but a treacherous cutting of an huſband*s or a parent's throat; I 1 
extend my charity four times beyond thee. O Voltaire, and de 
maintain, that there is not one wicked man in five thouſand. 

I inſert this note, to obviate the charges of ſevere critics, who 
accuſe me of dealing-in © groſs miſrepreſentations, falſe quo- 
tations, and forgeries,” E:cauſe I quote ſome authors, when 
they ſpeak as the orac es of God; and do not ſwell my book 
with their inconſiſtencies, when they contradict the ſcriptures, 
reaſon, and the truths, which they themſelves have advanced in 
ſome happy moments; and becauſe I cannot force my reaſon to 
maintain with them, both ſides of a glaring contradiction. 

O ye deiftical moraliſts, let me meet with more candor, ju 
ice, and mercy from you, than I have done from the warm op- 
poſers of the ſecond goſpel-axiom. It is enough that you diſcard 
ſcripture, do not like them, make it a part of your orthodoxy, 
to murder reaſon, and kick common ſenſe out of doors! 
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Aſlure us, you = do your duty, your endeavours, 
your beſt endeavours” to pleaſe the author of your 
lives —Vow, you © never. were guilty of any crime, 
never did any harm: — And tell us, you hope to 
mount to heaven, on the ſtrong pinions of your 
good works, and pious, reſolutions,” 
When you have thus ated the Phariſee' 5 part be- 
fore your fellow - creatures; go to your Creator, and 
_ aſume the character of the Publican. Confeſs with 
your lips, you are miſerable finners, Who have done 
bat you ought not to have done, and left. undone what = 
you ought to haue done: Projeſt, there is no health in 
you: Complain, that the remembrance of your fnsis WM 
grievous unto you, and the burden of them intolerable : 
But remember, O ye ſelf-righteous Formaliſts, that 
by this glaring inconſiſtency, you give the ſtrongeſt 
proof of your unrighteouſneſs. You a are neverthe- 
leſs modeſt, when ee with gour | brethren of 
the Romiſh church. 

Theſe, far from thinking. Par unprofitable 
en fancy they are literally righteous over- much. 
Becoming merit-mongers, they make x ſtock of their 

works of ſupeterogation, ſet up ſhop with the righte- 
ouſneſs they can ſpare to others, and expoſe to ſale in- 
dulgences, and pardons, out of their pretended trea- 
F  faty-. Nor are there wanting ſons of Simon, whoy 
* with ready- money purchaſe, as they think; not l- 
ning, in the Church below; but, which" is fat pre- 
fetable, feats in the Church above, and good . 
1 TON 
\ Wee ever a * „ righteouſneſs (i had 5a 


bs OO 2 0 MS lie. oi not. ᷣ . + rat Bg 
* 5 * 


THIRD PART. %% 


ſaid a fool's coat) ſo coarſely woven by the ſlaves of | 


impoſture and avarice! and ſo rd 3 by os g 
ſons of ſuperſtition and eredulity?ꝰ Oy | 
O ye ſpiritual Ethiopians, who paint yourſelves 
all over with the corroding whate of hypocriſy, and 


| afier all, are artful enough to lay-on red paint, and 


imitate the bluſh of humble modeſty— Ye that bor- 


row virtue's rabes to pracure admiration, and put 
on religionꝰs cloak to hide your ſhameful deformity 
— Ye that deal in external righteouſneſs, to carry 
on with better ſucceſs the molt ſordid of all trades, 
that of Siu of the worſt of bins, Pride; of the york. | 
pride, which is ſhiritual — Ye numerous follower} | 
of thoſe, whom the Prophet of Chriſtians , | 
crafty Serpents, and ſoſt breod of Vipers — Ve, to, 
whom he declared that publicang and harlots ſhall en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven before you; if I call you. 
in laſt, to prove the deſperate wickedneſs of the hu- 
man heart, it is not becauſe I eſteem you the weak - 
eſt advocates of the truth I contend for, but becauſe = 
you really are the ſtrongeſt of my Witneſſes. 
And now, candid Reader, forget not plain mat · | 
ter of fat; recolle& the evidence given by reaſon; 
paſs ſentence upon theſe laſt arguwents, which 1 
have offered to thy conſideration; and ſay, whether 


man's diſpoſition and conduct towards his Creator, 


his fellow-creatures, and himſelf, da not abundant - 


ly prove, that he is by nature in a fallen and loft. 
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1＋* E E Abies eines them- 
ſelves to the common ſenſe of thinking Hea- 
chens, and the conſcience of reaſonable Deiſts; as be- 
ing all taken from thoſe to amazing volumes, which 
are open to, and legible by, all; the World and 
Man. The following are taken from a third Vo- 
. lume, the Bible, deſpiſed by the wits of the age, 
merely becauſe they ſtudy and underſtand it, even 
leſs than the other two. The Bible] ſays one of 
them with a ſmile, ſave yourſelf the trouble of pro- 
ducing argumenis drawn from that old legend, un- 
leſs you firſt demonſtrate its authenticity by the noble 
faculty, to which you appeal in theſe pages.” For 
the ſake of ſuch objectors, I here premiſe, by way 
- of digreſſion, a few rational arguments to evince, 
| as far as my contraRted plan will allow, the divine 


EE authority of the 0 8 


| 1. The ſacred pen-· men, the Prophets 244 2 4 5 
ſtles, were holy, excellent men, and would not; 
_artleſs illiterate men, and therefore could not, lay the 
horrible ſcheme of deluding mankind. The hope of 
gain did not influence them, for they were ſelf-deny- 
ing men, that left all to follow a Maſter, who hadnot 


* 
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where to Ley his lend; and whoſe” grand (initiating 
maxim was, Except a man forſake all that he hath, he 
cannot be my diſciple. They were ſo difintereſfed, 
that they ſecured nothing on earth but hunger and 
nakedneſs, ſtocks and priſons, racks and tortures; 
which indeed wWas all that they could, or did ex- 
pet in conſequence of Chriſt's expreſs declarations. ' 
Neither was a'defire of honour the motive of their 
actions; for their Lord himſelf was treated with the 
utmoſt contempt, and had more than once aſſured 

. them, that they ſhould certainly ſhare the fame, 
£ fate: Beſides, they were humble men, pot above 
* 


working as mechanics for a coarſe maintenance, , | 
and fo little deſitous of human regard, that they , 


. expoſed to the world the meanneſs of, their bitth 
e | and Niet their * e and ſcanda- 
4 lows falls, 1 
5 Add to this, that they were ſo. i many, and uyed 2 
ff , at ſuch diſtance of time and place from each other, B 


F that had they been impoſtors, 1 it would have banks: 
y imprafticable for them to contrive, and carry on a2 
He forgery without being detected. And as they nei- 
Fo ther would, nor could , deceive the. world; ſo they 
neither could nor would be deceived themſelves: For 
they were days, months, and years, eye and ear-wit- | 


* neſſes of the things which they relate; and when 
170 they had not the fulleſt evidence of i important facts, 
* they inſiſted upon new proofs, and even upon ſen- 
8 ble demonſtrations; as for inſtance Thomas, in the 
8 matter of our Lord's reſurrection, John xx.. 26. — 


. o leave us no room to queſtion their fincerity, moſt | 


- 
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with — own blogd,. Dido many ge hk 
of veracity, ever meet in any other authors 7 
2. But even while. they lived, they e 
their, teſtimony by a variety of miracles, wrought. 
in divers places, and for a, number ol years; ſome· 
times before thouſands of their enemies, as the. mis, 
racles of Chriſt and his diſciples ; ſometimes beſore, 
hundreds of thouſands, as thoſe of Moſes, Theſe. 
myracles were ſo well known and atteſted, chat 
when, both Chriſt and Moſes appealed 10 their au- 
thenticity, before their bittereſt oppoſerz, mention. 
ing the perſons upon whom, as well as the particu- _ 
lar times when, and the places where, they had 
been performed; the facts were never denied, but 
paſſed over in filence, or maliciouſly attributed to | 
the Prince of the Devils. By ſuch a | pitiful ſlander. 
as, this, Porphyry, Hierocles, Cellys, and Julian 
the Apoſtate, ole learned and inyeterate enemies 
of chriſtianity, endeavoured (as the Phariſees had, 
done before them) to ſap the argument founded . 
upon the miracles of Chriſt and his diſciples. So. 
ſure then as God would never have diſplayed his, 
arm, in the moſt * aſtoniſhing manner for the ſup- 
en of impoſture, the _acred, pen. men had their 
| commiſſion 
2 G indeed the Lord ele the Magicians, of Egypt fo, 
to uſe their art, as to counterfeit for a time ſome of Moſes' mirz 
- cles; but it was only to make the authenticity of others, more i 
conſpicuous; this being the happy effet of the conteſt, when 
thoſe miniſters of Satan withdrew confounded, and forced to 
acknowledge, that the finger of God was evidently diſplayed: | 
-through the rod of their W 


— 
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2 ecbmmiſßon doe me Alialyfity, t det Writings 
f mung 40 4 
a 3. Reaſon” itfelf dierates, Hit nötig . 
5 a ' Oy matter of fuck, could induce ſo many thou- 
4 fands of prejudiced and perſecuting Jews, to em- 
by: "brace the 'hilmbling, ſelf:denying doctrine of che 4 
_ -croſs, Which they 10 much defplſed and abhorred. 
6 Nothing but the cleareſt evidence, arifivg from un- 
W Aobted frath,” could” make multitudes of lawleſs, 
5 luxulious Kehtheris receive, follow, arid tranſmit to 
"Ka poſterity the doctrine and writings of the Apoſtles; : 
"i eſpecially it a time When the vanity of their pre- : 
d. tenſions to miracles, and the gift of tongues, could 
at be fo eaſily diſcovered, had they been impoſtors— 
to at a time when the profeſſion 'of chriſtianity ex - 
ler. poſed perſons of all ranks to the greateſt contempt, 
i and moſt imminent danger. In this reſpe& the 
* caſe of the primitive chriſtians, widely differed from 
* that of Mahomet's followers: For thoſe, Who ad- 
—  hered to the warlike, violent impoſtor, ſaved their 
"aig | lives and properties, or attained to honour by their 
his, new, eaſy, and fleſh-pleaſing religion: : Bur thoſe, 
— who devoted themſelves to the meek, ſelf. denying, 
* crucified Jeſus, were frequently ſpoiled of their 


goods, and cruelly put to death; or if they eſcaped 
Vith their lives, were looked upon äs the very. 
dregs of mankind. 1 
Add to this, that ſome of the . parts 
of the ſcriptures, were addreffed- to the inhabitants 
of polite Greece, and triumphant Rome, among 
| W ' whom 
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Ade philoſoghy, and literature, with the fine arts 
and the ſciences, were in the higheſt perfeſtion; 
and who, conſequently, were leſs liable to, be the 
dupes of forgery and impoſture.. On the contrary, 

_ groſs. ignorance. overſpread thoſe countries, where 
| Mahomet firſt broached his abſurd. opinions, and 

propagated them with the ſword; A fure fign this, 

_ that the ſacred writers did not, like. that impoſtor, 
avail themſelves of the ignorance, weak neſs, and 
_ hel pleſſneſs of their followers, to impoſe falſehood 
* them. 


2 


I. When the dated of the miracles was at 
| ted by thouſands of living witneſſes, religious 

rites were inſtituted, and performed. by hundreds of 
thouſands, | agreeable to ſcripture injunctions, in 
order to pores, that . And theſe 


, 


3 B ſolemn 
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vertheleſs ſome of both, even at the riſe of chriſtianity, openly 
ſtood up for itstruth. Among the noble we find Joſeph a mem- 

ber of the great jewiſh council, Dionyſius one of the Judges at 

Athens, and Flavius Clemens a Roman Senator ; ; and among the 

5 uh, Quadratus, Ariſtides, and Athenagoras, Athenian Philo- 

ſophers; Clemens; Atnobius, Ammonius; Annatolius, &c: men 

of great learning at Alexandria :; and at Rome juſtia martyr and 

Tertullian, both famous apologiſts for the religion of Jeſus, the 
latter of whom i in the ſecond century told the Roman Governors, 
chat their corporations, councils, and armies, and the Emperor's 

were full of chriſtians : Nor is this improbable, ſince ſo 

 " ently as st. Pabl's days the ſaints of Cſer”s Joyſhold ſaluted thoſe of 
- the Roman Provintes. Phil. iv. 22. How 'credulous are they 
ho can believe that perſons of ſuch rank and learning could be 

.deluded by jewiſh fiſhermen into the * 
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rs ſolemn cerettionies have ever fines, been kept bp | 
a; all parts of the world; the e u 616 Nn 8 
he remembrance of Moſes miracles in Egypt; and the 
Fut hai by Chriſtians, as a memorial of * Chriſt's 
death, and the miracles that accothpanicd it; ſome 
of which are recorded by Phleybin the Trallian, an 
heathen hiſtorian. n 
3. The Scriptures have not amy the exterhak 
ſanctiom of miricles, but the internal ſtamp of the 
: omniſcient God, by a variety of prophecies, fortie of 
which have already been moſt exactly conffrined by 
the event predifted; witneſs the riſe and fall of the 
four grand monatchies according to Daniel's pro- 
phecy, chap. ii. and vii; and the deſtruffion of the 
city and temple of Jeruſalem, foretold by Chriſt, 
Matt. xxiv. 2. While others ate every day fulfillet 
in the face of infidels, particularly the perſecution 
of the real diſciples of Chriſt in our own times, ab 
well as ih all ages (See Matt. x. 22, 35. Jolin xv. 
20. and Gal. iv. 29.) and the preſent, milerdble 
ſtate of the Jews, ſo exactly deſcribed by Moſes 
above three page 7 _ See Deut. 
xxviii. 63. | 
6. Sometimes the plaineft Menne the ai 
public nrracles, and the 'annals of kingdoms, well 
known when thoſe books were firſt received, wot | 
derfully concur to demonſtrate their authenticity 
Take one inſtance out. of many. A prophet out of 
Judah, above $66 years before the event, thus fore- 
rnd! ee Wane A bes 
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fore Jeroboam himſelf, who was attended by his 
prieſts, his courtiers, and, no doubt, a vaſt num- 
ber of idolatrous worſhippers: O altar, altar, thus 
Jays the Lord, behold. a child ſhall be born unto the houſe 
| of David, Joſial by. name, who ſhall burn men's bones 


upon thee ; and this is the fign : Behold, this very day, 
the altar ſhall be rent, and the afhes that are upon it ſeat- 


tered... King Jeroboam enflamed with anger, ſtretchj- 
ed forth his hand againſt the man of God, ſaying to his 
guards, Lay hold on him; but his extended hand 
mas dried up ſo that he could not pull it in again to ham; 
the rending of the altar, and ſcattering of. the fire, 
inſtantly. took place ; and the capital prophecy was 
exactly fulfilled by pious King Jofrah as you may 
ſee by comparing 1 Kings xiii. 1. &c. with 
2 Kings xxiii. 4 5 &c. Can we reaſonably ſuppole, 
that books, containing accounts. of ſuch public 
events, would have been received as divine by a di- 
vided people, if their authenticity had not been con- 
firmed by indubitable matter of fact? Nay, is it not 
as abſurd to aſſert it, as it would be to affirm, that 
mme offices for the. 5th of November, and the goth 
of January, were forged by craſty prieſts; and that 
_ the Papiſts, Puritans, and Royaliſts of the laſt cen- 
tury, agreed to impoſe, upon the world the hiſtory 
of the gun-powder plot, and of King Charles“ 
decollation, with which thoſe parts of our liturgy 
are ſo inſeparably connected? 


7. This ſcattered, deſpiſed, people, the: irrecon- 
| clade ents of th Chin ep wit am 
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ing care the old teſtament, full of the prophetic 


hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, and by that means afford 


the world a ſtriking proof that the neui teſtament 
is true; and Chriſtians in their turn ſhow, that the 


old teſtament is abundantly confirmed, and explain 


ed by the new. The Earl of Rocheſter, the great 
wit of the, laſt century, was fo ſtruck with this 
proof, that upon reading the gad chapter of Iſaiah, 
with floods of penitential tears he lamented his for- 
mer infidelity, , and warmly en the > Highs 
"which he had ſo publicly ridiculed. - 

8. To, fay nothing of the 3 antiquity, | 
and wonderful preſervation of thoſe books, ſome of 
which are by far the moſt ancient in the world : 

** 285 | To 

I the hiſtories contained in the old teſtament, were in ge- 


1 of the Jews, the love of praiſe might indeed 


ve engaged ſome of them to join in à public forgery.. But that 
2 oſ which they have always been ſo tenacious, preſents the 
world chiefly with an account of their monſtrous ingratitude, un- 
parallell'd obſtinacy, perpetual rebellions, abominable idolatries; 
and of the fearful judgments, which their wickedneſs brought 


upon them. Moſes, who leads the van of their ſacred authors, 
ſums up his hiſtory of the Iſraelites. and draws up their character 
in theſe diſgraceful words, which he ſpake to their face: You 


have been rebellious againſt the Lord from the day that 1 inem you, Deut. 
IX. 24. And even David and Solomon, their greateſt kings, are 


repreſented in thoſe books, as guilty of the greateſt Enormitics, 


O ye deiſts, I appeal to your reaſon, and aſk; Would-you die 


for, would you even connive at a notorious forgery, ſuppoſing the 


deſign of it were merely to impoſe upon the world as divine, « 
book that ſhould perpetually ſtigmatize your anceſtors, and fix 
e e e eee. 
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To paſs over the inimitable ſimplicity, or true ſub. 
_ hmity of heir ſtile; they carry with them ſuch 
A. this WO et 
e reader. ac 
They open to us the — of the creation, 
© the nüture of God, angels, and man, the immorta - 
lity + of the ſoul, the end for which we were made, 
the origin and conneftion of moral and natural 
evil, the vanity of this world and the glory of the 
next. There we ſee inſpired ſhepherds, tradel. 
men, and fiſhermen ſurpaſſing as much the greateſt 
philoſophers, as theſe did the herd of mankind, 
both in meekneſs of wiſdom and ſublimity of dbe- 
trine—There we admire the pureſt morality in the 
world, agreeable to the diftates of ſound reaſon, 
confirmed by the witneſs. which God has placed 
for himſelf in our breaſt, and exemplified in the 
lives of men of like paſſions with ourſelves 
There we diſcover a vein of ecclefiaſtical hiſtory 
and theological truth, conſiſtently running through 
a collection of fixty-ſix different books, written 
by various authors, in different languages, during 
the ſpace of above 1500 years There we find, as 
in a deep and pure ſpring, all the genuine drops 
and ſtreams of ſpiritual knowledge, which can pof- 
fibly be met with in the largeſt libraries There 
We” 5 | | the 
Iltis remarkable that the wiſeſt heathens, with all their phi- 
loſophy, ſeldom attained to a full aſſurance of the immortality of 
the ſoul. Cicero himſelf ſays: Neſcio quomodo, dum lego aſſen- 
tiorz cum poſui librum, et mecum ipſe de immortalitate animo- 


rum ccepi cogitare, aſſentio omnis illa elabitur. Tuſc. Quelte 
kb. 1. ; 


a 
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tempted, ſtrengthen the weak, comfort mourners, _ 
and nouriſh'pious ſouls. As the woman of Sama- 
ia ſaid of Jeſus, Come ſer a man that told me all that 


P.M. mM 9.6. 6 06 We © v0 oe IT 0 
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— the Henan hank, are deſcribed, in 
2 manner chat demonſtrates the inſpiration of the 


 Scarcher of, hearts—There; we have à particular 
account of all pur ſpiritual maladies, with theit va- 
rious ſymptoms, and the method of a certain cure; 


2 that has been witneſſed by millions of mar- 


tyrs and departed ſaints, and is now enjoyed by 


thouſands; pf good men, who would account it an 


honour to ſeal the truth of the ſcriptures with their 
own blood — There you meet with the nobleſt 


ſtrains of penitential and joyous devotion, adapted 


to the diſpoſitions and ſtates of all travellers to Sion 
And there you read thoſe awful threatnings and 


chearing promiſes, which are daily fulfilled in the 


conſciences of men, to the admiration of believers, 
and the aſtoniſhment of attentive inſidels. 
9. The wonderful efficacy of the Scriptures is 
. another proof that they are of God. When they are 
faithfully opened by his miniſters, and powerfully 
applied by his Spirit, they wound and heal, they 
kill and male alive, they alarm the careleſs, turn or 


enrage the wicked, dire& the loſt, ſupport the 


ever I did: Is not this the Chriſt ? a good man can ſay 


ol the Bible, Come, ſee a book that told me all 
that was in my heart, and acquainted me with the 


Various trials and dangers I have met with in my | 
ſpiritual travels; a book where. I have found thoſe 


truths, Fark like a divinely tempered ſword, 
have 
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2 6ir perſpicuity and eonſiſteney, thoſe who ate both 


334 3 APE 247 6 Sc. 


have eut my way throuth all the ſnares and forces 

vof my ſpiritual adverſaries ; and by whoſe direckiohs 
"wy foul has happily'ertered the piradife of ' divine 
und brotherly love, Is not this the book of Gd x- 


10. To conclude: ——— 


"that ne more humble and holy people are; the 
more they read, admite, and value the — 
and on the contrary, the more ſelf-eonceited, 
„e eee mote they "x 
dect, deſpiſe; and afperſe them. ale ARG - 
As for the objections which wade 3 


pious and learned k now, that they are generally 
founded on prepoſſe ſſion, and the want of under- 
Atanding in ſpiritual thisgs; or on our ignorance df 
ſeveral cuſtoms, idioms, and circumſtances, Which 
: were perfectly known when thoſe books were writ- 
ten. Frequently » alſo the immuteriat error ariſes 


merely from a wrong punctuation, or a miſtake bf 


copiers, printers, or tranſlators; as the daily diſco. 
veries of pious ciſtics, and ingenùous confeſſions 
of unprejudiced inquirers, abundantly prove. 
Jo che preceding arguments, I beg leave to add 
-the following queries. Do not diſbelievers, by 


ſuppoſing chat the ſeriptures are a forged book, and 


-confequently that chriſtianity is a falſe religion, run 
upon the very rocks, which they ſeem ſo afraid of? 


And may they not be charged with indirecthy ſetting 


'their ſeal to opinions, far more incredible this 
thoſe Which they rejectꝰ | 

(i.) O ye Diſputers f this world, if ye believe 

. dat 


3 


e bf 
iſco- 
ions 


L F er 
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that Moſgs. and Jeſus Chriſt, St. Peter and St. Faul, 
publicly worked ſiam miracles for years, in various 
cities and countries, before thouſands of their ſharp- 
bebted oppaſers, without being ever.deteRted in any 
of their tricks; might you nt as reaſonably. beligye, 
that thouſands of ſhrewd men, an turned, 
into, ſtupid aſſes MC og 5rf1 Sit: g 
6 If you believe, thazche.goſpgl-is the produce. 4 
tion of human deceit; and yet, that in the prodigi- 
ous _ of apoſtates once concerned in carrying. 14 
on the amazing, villainy, ſuch as Judas, Demas, Si 
mon, Maguy,, Alexgader, the. Capppr-fmithy, who did St,, 
Pay] much eyih, dcr not ons; Mas ever found, that 


would prove the. forgery :, might: you not. as reaſgn-. 
ably believe, that if Mr. Wilkes, and all bis 


friends, knew of a groſs villajny, carried on by the 


miniſtry, - in order to turn the kingdom upſide, 
down ; neither he, nor.any;0 one of them, could ever. 
be prevailed upon to diſcloſe and os it to, the. 
weld ii 
(3:), You believe, to — 3 5 . 
tion of Chriſt, together with, the gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, were nothing, but enthuſiaſtical ar knaviſh. 
eee and ons anne to ee, that... 


C Pliny, a W and. nod Roman Beere who was. 
employed by the emperor Trajan in ſtopping the progreſs of. 
chriſtianity, wrote to him, that the apoſtates affirmed, the whole 
of their crime had been to meet before day, and ſing an hymn to 
Chriſt as to their God. His own words are: Affirmabant hane 
fuiſſe ſumam vel culpæ ſuæ vel erroris, quod eſſent ſoliti ſtats, 


* dic ante lucera, coavenice, carmengye Chrilto quab Deo, dir, 
© eg . | 


„ 


——— 
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W rongly attached. to their" fel 
sion, amazingly averſe to that of Jefus, 'and guilty? 
of perſecuting him unto death, took him openly for * f 

their Saviour a few weeks after they had ſeen him 
publicly ſcourged; and in the very city in night of 

iich he had Juſt been crucified between two 
thieves. Now is not this as abſurd as to believe, 
tat if à few Efhiermen cried up the laſt perſon 
hanged in London for a notorious forgery; and if 
they affirined that he was the Son of God, appealing 
to i great number of miracles, ſuppoſed to have been 
wrought by him in the ſquares and hoſpitals of e 
 metopolis, and eſpecially in St; Paul's church: 
N and maintaining that ſome of them had been 

g knowledged genuine by the + great council of the N 
nation; they could by ſuch notorious lies, engage 
thouſands of citizens and ſome Adermen, tõ put all 
their truſt in the villain Ne e Jpecial re | 


queſt ? „ I AW ie 

02 ) Teo . Wat chriſtimity og bee 

4 5 ture; 

+ bbb wein able inflarces of this e in the. ſacred 

| books, publiſhed when the facts mentioned therein were notorious, 
and when ſome of the perſons named were probably yet alive. 

After the reſurrection of Lazarus, the chief prieſts and the phariſees 
r and ſaid, Whet do woe F for thy man decs maxy wird: 
If we let him alone, all men will believe on him. John xi. 47— 
2 Peter and John had publicly cured the cripple, who | 

uſed to beg at the gate of the temple; the rulers, and elders, and 
ſcribes, and Annas the high prieft, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, 
and as many as were of the kindred of the high prieft, were gathered tage- 
ther at Jeruſalem, ſaying, What ſhall we do to theſe men ? for that i. 
deed a NOTABLE MIRACLE has been done by them, is nan to , 
them that dwell in Jeruſalem, and we cannot deny it. Acts iv, 5—16. 


* — 


— 
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learned Romans and wiſe Greeks;;who.: agreed: to 


deſpiſe the-JownaboveniFotbormen;/took-for thigir 


Saviour that very Jeſusz:of whothisown' conntoy-: 
men had ibeewathanied; arndiwhomithey ihadꝭ eruci· 
fed as ah Imp, Is Hat tis had 26 bes 
lieve, that thoufamds of: wiſe! Engliſhmen nat fen. 
ſwie Frenbhmen cobld ber indaceil by the abſurd- 
tals of tivo or tree Hoiientota git worſhip aiber - 

thin Hottentot; Wflomme whole mattor of Hötten⸗ 

tbes hach condemned io be hanged) as heing more: 
worthy of*krvigndtninlious:Jeath{t than! the bloody 
ringleadbr of a ſeditious mob 21.47% |. pit oath 

(5. If yow believe with onrof the Popes; that! 

the hiſtory of Chriſt is a mere fable,” and that there 
never was ſuch ar-extracrdinavy perſon you believe 
that the:Hleathers, the tu and the Mahemetans; 
have agreed d ith the Chriſſians their ſw ori enemies, 
to carry on the maſt amor ĩng impoſture. For Pliny," = 
Tacitus, Dueian and Suetonius heathen” Authors; 
who lived ſoon after Chriſt, make expreſs mention 
of him': as do alſo Mahomet; muy of Rabbles, 
amd Julian the Emperor; that powerfiland orf“ 
apoſtate, who hot oflly never denied Chriſſ's exiſt . 
ence; but openly ackhowledged that Paul, Mark; 
Matthew; and Peter, were the- uuthors of the goſ- 
pels and Epiffles, Which bear their name. Ne 

is not this as ridieuloub as to Believe; that che Pope 
the Mufty,- and the inquiſtora hade laid their heads 
with Meſſrs. Voltaire, Hume, and W to 
ett 125 622 ernongdines ni A Fayaur 
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favour a forgery bree of reren, — 
niſm, and infidelity? 7; . 

' -(6,) ee ee eee * gol. 
pels, which are the only ancient hiſtories, that we 
have of our Saviour; and yet believe, that there 
was ſuch a perſonage as Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe fame 
ſo ſpread through the Roman empire, that in leſs . 
to the Roman Emperor, but to Jupiter himſelf; 
and that nevertheleſs not one hiſtorian, during all 
that time, gave the world a particular account of 
him: [which muſt be the caſe, if the four goſpels 
are a forgery:] Might you not as reaſonably ſup- 
poſe, that if a blazing meteor appeared in our day, 
and eclipſed the ſtars, the moon, and the ſun itſelf; 

no aftronomer for ſeveral centuries would take par- 

ticular notice of ſo wonderful a phenomenon ? 

.) If the goſpel is a deluſion, you believe that 

St. Paul, who was a man of ſenſe, learning, and 

intrepidity, was ſedueed by no body, to preach 
for near go years, with aſtoniſhing zeal and match- 
leſs hardſhips, an impoſture, againſt the abettors of 
which, he quſt before breathed nothing but threat- 
nings and flaughter. Would it be half ſo abſurd to 
believe, that Mr. Wilkes has ſuddenly commenced ,. 
the miniſter's advocate, goes through the kingdom 
to recommend the preſent adminiſtration, and ac- 
counts it an honour to be mobb'd, whipt, or ſtoned 
in every ae for his * attachment to the 
king? | 5585 P 
(B-) The inftantncous converſion of a 8 
Is 


OP 
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wn wrought by means of public appeals sen. 


ſtles to the Jews. This ye yourſelves xnow, Adds ii. 
24- Ye xnow the thing done through Al. Fudea, 
Ads x. 37, 38. The King xnowern theſe things — 
This thing was nor done in à corner, Acts xxvi. 26. 
Now if chriſtianity is not founded upon indubitable 
facts, might you not as well believe, that twelve 
men broke laoſe from Bedlam, brought laſt year 
thouſands of deifts over to chriſtianity, by ſaying to 
them, © Ye know”'— what you are perfect ſtrangers 
to; that is, “ Ye know” — that we are a pack of 
bedlamites ? 

(9.) If the goſpel is forged, liese that the 
Corinthians, &c. handed down to - poſterity, as a 
facred treaſure, Epiſtles where St. Paul mentions 
heir amazing converſion from groſs immoralities; 
congratulates them about the ſpiritual or miraculous 
gifts, in which they abounded, 1 Cor, xii. 1. and 
gives them particular directions, how to uſe the 
gift of tongues to edification ; when yet they were 
totally unacquainted with any ſuch things. Might 
you not with equal wiſdom believe, that, if Mr. 
Wilkes wrote to the Houſe of Commons, a congra- 
tulatory Epiſtle about their having received by the - 
laying on of his hands the power of ſpeaking turkiſh, 
arabic, and chineſe, they would carefully tranſmit 
his letter to the next generation, as a divine per- 
formance ; and that none of Mr. Wilkes's enemies 
would ever expoſe the impudence of as abſurd b 
pretenſionꝰ ; 


On | 6 
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110.) If you ſay that the Apodles were fools, you. 
muſt believe, that fooliſi fiſherinen laid -a- ſcheme 
with ſo much wiſdom, and carried it on with ſo 


ae eee ede of Grech ae 


for their acuteneſs, and numbers of Romans ſamoss 
for their prudence - Might you not as well believe 
mat twelve poor, unarmed idiots, once combined 
to take the ſtrongeſt towns in Europe, and accom 
the profoundeſt, politicians wich, atoniſhment? ? 
5 11. If you afhrm, that the Apoſtles were heats | 
and liars, you run into as great à difficulty, for you 
muſt believe that the greateſt knaves that ever, exiſts 
cd, contrary, totbgir own pxipciples and adyantage, 
vent through. the world, expoſing themſclves tothe 
greateſt. hardſhips and fevereſt,tortures unto, death, 


tao recommend both by their example and precepts, the 


ſtricteſt piety towards Cod, and the molt ſgrupylous 
houfty towards, map ; perpetually. denouncing. eter- 
nal deſtruction. to cheats. and hypocrites, .and, the 
torments of a. lake that burneth mtl fre; and brimftong, | 
to every one who. loyeth or mahketh a lis. auld it be 
wore abſurd io believe, thatthe y ęlve greateſt epi: 
ces id England, baye for, a,courle. of yggr ful 
filled a muthial agreement of, preaching night and 
day, ahſtinence and faſting. through, the tþree king: 

doms, wexely. to, have the. pleaſure of ſtarving ta 
death for their bein ?. ane ann 
„6% Ta concludes: If the golpel (and conſequeny 
ly theicripture) is, an impoſture, you ſuppoſe, that 
ſome poor Galilean fiſhermen, only by means of an 


3s £05) 4 9 | abſurd 


o 
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of breath, 
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abferd be which they told without wit, and wrote 


without elegance, foiled the multitude of the Jew- 


iſk! and Pagan prieſts, who had prejudice; cuſtom, - 
poſſeſſion, learning, oratory, wealth, laws, gover- 


alſo, upon your principles, at leaſt when they de- 


cried the goſpel as a cheat, Would it be more ri- 


a grain of ſand, and cut off his head with aſpire of 
graſs: or that our ſailors fink men of war wich a puff 
while our ſoldiers batter . 19 
parts with ſnow- balls ? | | 
" O yo Sons of will anifdveiliding; awe 
prejudices; candidly weigh both ſides of the queſ- 
tion, and you will ſoon; ſee, that in rejeQing the 
goſpel as an impoſture, yau dilplay a fer greater de- 
mmm AE 
it, ; 
" Aber tithes Aae oC hncndb 00 


and this little attack upon the perſons who ſuſpe&t 
their authenticity, I hope I may conſiſtently with 
the plan of an Appeal to Reaſon} produce from 1 
3CRIPTURES, a few; moe arguments to prove the 
nnn 
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[33 el ore 3 

The ſpirivaal Jie of dhe foul eonlifts in in union 
with God, as the natural life of the body does i 
— eos 
1 ** Frogs : | 


4 


diculous to believe, that David killed Goliah win 
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ſword kill the-laticr, ſo unbelief and fin eee 
tue nnen nn * H 
e eien eos fold lifes 
Gel, ys te di vine hiſtorian, breathed into iim tie 
Sreath of liuar, and-he became a living body and: a-tivz 
ing ſoul: He had both an animab liſe in common 
ben ea * W- b ute an came with 


he 0 cc that it eee 524 
eeperimemat #nowtedze of our «Creator; wherein, 
ſays our Shure ſtandeih our eternal life; cajhd 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, the moral and moſt 
Norious mage ot the ſupreme Being 

o 10ppoſe wan 'wis ereatefl vbfdt of this Mentis] 
ud Ax dd Wy 4ove,4s to ſuppeſe hie came very 
whketos of tlie: hende bf the Prem of a goods 
For rn He rartertal cteuturẽ that neither kth 
nor loves his Creator, but a monſter of ſtupidity and 

_ ibgratitadeplanprerch àctunlty dead to God, and de- 
ſerving pteſentueſtauction o nr 0 27 Fon 
When hend theteforefgid: to: mon: ein 1h day 
that thouwbaafthetohed; that is in the day chab hon 
fn 220g 67 bn o leit a8 if tre had 
ſaid; Ain dery dy, um fralt-affuredly ſeparate 
between thee and the God of thy life: Thou ſhalt 
certainly. Dſe the Notiods He, whiohzthou haſt 
of my boundleſs goodneſs and infinite perfections: 
tie hair infAtibly: <quericks the! Fpirit of -atfent 
vovepandbprtho- breattrof=dctighthulpraiſes:by 
Whitthoutveft bech te ey glory and thy com- 
weren And thy foul dead in Iipaſſes and fins, ſhall re- 


* 
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FOURTH PAR'S, why 
main + in che filthy pf Sf 4 mortal body, 
death breaks it open to remove thee to thy e 
place.” - u. mJ... 045! 1 d aug adm NAueg | 
And was not this Adani's caſe after: Mis fall . Hic 
image of his Creator Did not. guilty name imme⸗ 
diatelyprompt᷑ him to ide and protect: as welt us 
he coals, his de generate and iifecbled Body ? De- 
void of che ardent love he felt for Go before; and! 
of the pre delight he rnjofed m him; was not HE 
Jeft the wretched prey of t&fiferiting' eu Die | 
he not evidence his hatred of his heavenly Benefac- | 
tor, by deeading hit vbite; and flying ftom him as 
haſtily as he ſhould have fled from the infernal ſer- 
pendbr ue Re i * b d. 1 Eued A 
* Was he not deprived of che knowledge by which 
at frſt ſiglit; he diſcovered the nature of Eve, and 
gave to all living creatures names '<xpteſiiveref 
theirreſpeMve'prbperties ? — Was he not, T fay, 
deprived"? of kat intuitive knowledge n 
— — When he fooliſhly u fel ume g 
4 ftöm His alHcbing; omnipreſent Creator? And is 
i not evident tat he Was loſt to all ſenſe off 
fear t6Wards God, und conjugalł qoοꝰ towertis: Bvy 
When, inſtead of ſelf-accuſations, penitential confe- 
fions, and earneſt; pleas for merch, he. ſhe nech no- 
thing at — — — malice, and in- 
ſolenced f u ni z boa: 22] - 


Such was the fate of corruption Inte Which 


11 


Adam haf deplorabiy fallen, „before he bY . 


the human ſpecies, © Now.. according. to. the, inva- 
EPL {Rc . A r Few Tak ve able | 
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riable laws of Providence, an upright, holy nature 
om no more proceed from a fallen, ſinful one, than 
gentle lambs can be begotten by fierce tygers, or 
harmleſs doves by venomous ſerpents: Common 
ſenſe therefore, and natural philoſophy diQate, that 


our firſt Parents could not communicate the angeli- 
_ 6al life, which they had loſt, nor impart to their 
children a better nature than their own; and that 
their depravity is as much ours by nature, as the 
OO Ra 0 amo rare 
nn e. e 


- FOUR ©BJECTIONS. 


I. Should it be fuk, # fs 6 this dofrine reflefs 
on the attributes of God, who, as the wiſe and gra- 


cious Governor of the world, Souls have fereſpep 
and prevented the fall of Adam: 

_ 4 anſwer: (1.) Cod made man in his image, part of 
which conſiſts in free agency, or a power to deter- 
mine his own action. And if creating a free agent 
is not repugnant to divine wiſdom and goodneß; 
the wrong choice or ſin of a free agent, can be np 
eee, Wan, | 
| | {WIR Sup 


eee ths for kim i Moos. 
hee. Frets eee Whole foul? 8285 
;-* Whoſe but bis gyn? Ingrete! he had of me 
All he could have: I made him juſt and right, 
' Sufficient ts have food. though free to fall. 
Such I created all th' ethereal} Pow'rs; _ © 
Freely they ſtood who flood, and fell who fell. 
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(e Suppole.:wan had note btoniehndued ub 
freedom» of choice, he would only have. racked 
* ee d anch nothing could have 


4 "+ F 5 * 44143 © DIXBES u i x" „ WW been 


©! Not free; whit probf cb wee We fiber" 4 
Of true allegiance, conſtant faith or love, v3 1 
Where only. what they: needs ni; do, anpend . 7 23 
Not what they would? What praiſe could bey dee A 
What pleaſure. I from boch obedignge pad, 3 
When will and reaſon {reaſon alſo is choice)... 4 
Vieleſs and vain, 2 freedom both delpo pol', W hs of 
Made pallive both; Rad fer- S d ® Os a2 
Not me? They therefofe, as fo — * 
so were created, nur: can juſtly accuſe vdo v 
— Their Maker, of their making, or their late: a, e TY 


As if predeſtination oveprul'd . en 3/7 Þ a wad 
Their will, diſpos'd by abſolute decree) "Up 
Ox! high fore knowledge. They 2 2.07 


" Their own revolt, not 1: p* "if 1 Grikoes: * _ . 
bote koosleage bade iffhcace' n Weir fault, SES, 3 
Which had no teſs/prov'd certain unforcknown;. v —2:%:7r- 


vod redes we batte Teotithear With his pecblür - 
3 2 —F＋ůã-ũmmmꝶ de un n hes (27 19G | 
ee, rer 1% r wt | "4 
_ Man ſhall be bleſo d as far as man permit... „ ern 


ae eee ane} ts hos 


With an e 1 2 fe Pos 4 coins ow 
"To counter-a& its own noh grac 


Aud this of td ftetitity,” erke yo ee a en 

That pov deny, men, tngebwere ho n, e T 

But paſſive: engiuesy void Wann Blame a Hr 

6. New? a pills ur happineſs, apr gur dam. 11h und - 
Invites us  ardently, but not compels; , _ 
Heav'n but perſuades, almighty man decreesz Rake * 
W, the mE Of fnefts! fates, t 6D 7 vg | 
Man falls by man, if finally he falls. 
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been more abſurd than to place him in a ſtate of 
probation. And ſuppoſe, when he was in that 
Nate, divine power had irrefiſtibly turned the ſcale 
of his will to obedience, the rial would have been 
prevented, and the cnn of Suing wink 
ly defeated. 

(3-) God did all, that e Ruler of 
rational and free creatures, could do to prevent fn, 
He placed in Adam's heart, a vigorous principle of 
holineſs : He granted him ſufficient ſtrength io con- 
tinue in obedience : He indulged him with his bleſ-. 
ſed preſence and converſe, to encourage him in the 
way of duty: He ſtrictly forbad him to fm : He en- 
forced the prohibition by the fearful threatning of 
death: He promiſed to crown his continuance in 
holineſs, with a glorious immortality; and gave 
him the tree of life as a pledge of this ineſtimable 
bleſſing. To have gone farther, would have been 
entirely inconſiſtent with his wiſdom : an abſolute 
reſtraint being as contrary to the liberty of a moral 
agent, and the nature of the divine law; as chain- 
ing down an harmleſs man that he may not commit 
murder, is contrary to the freedom of Engliſhmen, 
and the laws of chis realm. Nor can we, either 
wich reaſon or decency, complain that God did not 
make us abſolutely immutable and perfet like himſelf: 
This is charging him with folly, ſor not enduing us 
with infinite wiſdom, and knowledge every way 
boundleſs; that is, for not l us gods es 
of men. 
(4) In caſe man fe. divine mercy. had ders 
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his recovery by Jeſus Chriſt : And when the al- 
mighty Redeemer ſhall have brought life out of 
death, and light out of darkneſs, the myſterious. 
drama of creation and redemption, of which we 
ſee but one or two acts, will appear, even to our 


objectors, every way worthy of its inſinitely wiſe 
nnn 


r 


II. In 8 hag will Bill urge that 
« Adam's poſterity (then'unborn) could not. juſtly- | 
partake of the conſequences of his tranſgreſſion.“ 
But, ſhall cavils overthrow matter of fat? Do not- 
we ſee in every unrenewed perſon, the unbelief, 
pride, ſiaful curiofity, ſenſuality, and alienation- 
from God, to which our firſt parents were ſubjeQ- 
ed at their fall ? Do not women bear children with 
ſorrow as well as Eve? Is the ground leſs curſed 
for us than for Adam ? And do not we toil, ſuffer, 
and die as he did ꝰ If this order of things were un- 
juſt, would the righteous. God have permitted: its. 
continuance to the preſent time? Beſides, | 

Adam contained in himſelf, as in miniature, all“ 
his poſterity, The various nations of men, are no» 
thing but different branches growing from that ori- 
ginal root. They are Adam, or Man, exiſting at 
large; as the branches of a ſpreading oak, with all 
the acorns that have grown upon, and dropped 
from them, during a long ſucceſſion of ſummers, 
are nothing but the original acorn, unfolding and 
multiplying itlelf with all its eſſential properties. 
It is then as ridiculous to vane that the ſons of 
| diepraved 
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depraved” Adum ſheuld naturaiiyi be deprived! 1 
that n ator ou matͤrally I preduee ah R 
Ee root, amal ignaht· plant! Again 
Adam was the generab hend repreſentati ve and 
_ fatherof "65 YE of and we ſuffer for bis rebellion 
legaiy ; ache children df thoſe who have fold 
themſelves for ſlaves, are born n a ſtats of wrietchs 
ed ſlavery; and as the deſcendents of a noble trai- 
/ tor; loſe the title by tkeir anevſtors crime: Natu- 
ruh as the ſons of a bankrupt ſuffer poverty for 
their: fathir's extravagance, or a0 Genz depri 
clave tv him and feeds for ever >: , umdboiabν 
ad aw anborn child ſhares / the fata of his unhappy? 
mother, hen ſhe inaduertenthy poiſons, or deſpe- 
i Lelyſtabs herſelf. id %% Maine n neg e 
tw mailt d bd gomow ton 00 41s! 3.201 13 be 
II. % But, v day the ſame objectors . ſuppoſing 
itibtz gratitedʒ that we are naturally depraved; yet 
if aur depravity is natural, il: is nete ſury; and we 
are o more blameable for ity than lions for” their 
fierceneſs, or Ethiopians for their TG cbm plet- 


"0x Our objectors would not, 1 Pele be un- 
derſtood to inſinuate by © blameable,” that our de · 
pravity does not render us deteſtable in the eyes of 
aw-holy"God; or that it is not in itſelf blame-worthy: 
Do they leſs diſlike the compleQtion of the Ethio- 
pians; or leſs deteſt the deſtructive rage of lions, 
becauſe it ĩs natural to them ? If moral diſpoſitions 
ceaſed to be worthy of praiſe or diſpraiſe, as ſoon as 
e norally neceſſary, and, in that ſenſe, 


bz «tcl natural; 
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| | natural; what abſurd — would follow! - 
g Sinners would become guiltleſs by arriving at com- 
; pleat impenitency; and God could not be praiſed 
for his holineſs, nor Satan diſpraiſed for his finful- 
neſs; holineſs being as eſſential to God, by the ab- 
ſolute; perfection of his nature, as fin is morally 
neceſſary to the devil, by the unconquerable habit 
which he has wilfally contracted, and 1 in Gros * 
obſtinately remains. 
(2.) Should they mean, that'# v we are not e 
able or accauntable for our depravity: I reply, 
Though I ſhould grant (which I am very far from 
doing *) that we are no way accountable for our 
moral infection, yet it cannot be denied that we are 
anſwerable for our obſtinate refuſal of relief, and for 
the wilful neglect of the means found out by divine 
mercy for our cure. Can we juſtly charge God 
with either our misfortune, or our guilt ? Do not 


: 
: 
= 


* parents, by the law of nature, repreſent their un- 
is born poſterity ? If Adam ruined us by a common 
TH. 


tranſgreſſion; has not Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, pro- 
vided for us a common ſalvation ? Jude 3, Heb ii. g. 


— bas by the of cnc 4:0 ones! Kam, W 49S came upon 

e- i N ; | | a 749 all \ 
f- * MILTON introduces Adam ſpeaking thus; MY 7. 
Fe | Ah why ſhould all mankind, 85 

1 For one man's fault, thus guiltleſs be condemn'd, 

8, | If guiltleſs? But from me what can proceed, 

ns But all corrupt, boch mind and will e 12 

as Not to do only, but to wil the ſame £947 

e, With me? How cen they then acquiued Gs 

t; In ſight of God? Him after all n 


Forc'd I abſolve, | Iz 71 N e 3 TY 1 
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all men, lo condemmation; by the Tighteonfneſs of one; 
(Chriſt/) zznotithe free gift: come upon all men to juſti- 
' fitationof: ife?: Rom. v. 18. And ſince God has 
denlaned, that The ſon ſtall not bear the iniquity of t 
fatherbeyondithe ſhort period of this itranſitory life, 
if any ſuffer aſter death, is it not entirely for their 
Own. unbelief, and peculiar ſins ? Compare John 
i. 18519, and Mark xvi. 16. But what follows 
compleatly vindicates our Creator's goodneſs. 
Adam? Grace and glory abound. much more by our 
redemptian in, Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. v. 20. And “ it 
muſti be oë-ing to. our own perverſeneſs, or out 
O, negligence, (ſays the ingenious Hervey 
withigreatttruth) “! if we do not levy a tax upon 
0 Was A Neri even oy oy fall.” +: This 
3 9923717. 71-8 leaves 
* etre sss ven din n hs Meſſiah. / 
; Man ſhall not quite be loſt, but ſav'd who will, _ | 
et not of will in bim, but grace ime. . 
Fu reely | vouchſaf d; once, more I will renew 
Eis lapſed pow yet once more he ſhall ſtand 
On eben ground againſt lis mortal foe, | 
| By me upheld Be ou in Adam's 1mm / 
'' The head of all mankind, though Adam's fo. ; 
As in him, periſh all men, ſo in thee, 
As from a ſecond root, ſhall be reſtor'd 
As many as are reſtor' d, without thee none. 
His crimes make guilty all his ſons; thy merit 
Imputed ſhall abſolve them, ho renounce 
Their own both righteous, and unr ighteous deeds: 
And hve in thee b eech and from thee - 
Receive ne life. 
. + Creation's greet ſaperior, man, is thine; 
Thine is Redemption. How ſhould this great truth 


- 
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leaves us not the leaſt ſhadow of : reaſon, te cbm - 


plain of the divine proceedings reſpefting us. 
We may then conclude, that a moral dpravĩty, 


which comes upon us by the wiful:choice of a pa- 


rent, in hom we rſeminally and federatly e Ae 


a depravity which cleaves to us by an pbſtinate neg- 


1: of the infinitely precious means provided io re- 
move it—a depravity which works now by our own 
perſonal choice, and to which we daily give our aſſent 


by the fre commiſſion of ſins that are avoidlable, 


leaves us not W e e but A 
fore Gd. 4 


Iv. However the advocates reds purity 
of the human race (endeavouring to clog with diffi- 
culties, what they cannot diſprove to be matter of 


fact) ſtill aſſert, As we have our ſouls immediately 


from God, if we ate born ſinful, he muſt eitber 
create ſinful ſouls, which cannot be ſuppoſed- with- 
out impiety; or fend ſinieſs ſouls intofinful bodies, to 


be defiled by the unhappy union, which is as incon- 
tent with his goodneg as his juſtice, Add to this, 


ſay the objectors, that nothing can be more un · 


 philoſopbical than to ſuppoſe, that a body, à mere 
lump of n matter, is able to communicate to 


P 2 4 1181 


2 pore 


— 


Raiſe man o er man, not 1 ſeraphs here! 
Redemption! Twas Creation more ſublime; | 
Redemption Tas the labour of the ſkies; 
Far more than labour It was death in heav'n, 

A truth ſo ſtrange! *Twere bold to think it true; 
It not far bolder ſtill to diſbelieve, YouxG. 
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a pure ſpirit that moral pollution, of which itſelf, 
is as incapable, as the murderer's ſword is incapable 
of cruelty.” 
-- © This ſpecious objeRion, which Dr. Watts ac- 
. kinawiledgis to be ©: the very chief point of difficul. 
ty, in all the controverſies about original 
wholly founded upon the vulgar notion, that we 
have our fouls immediately from God by infufion : 
It wilLtherefore intirely fall to the ground, if we 
can prove, that we receive them, as well as our bo- 

dies, by traduction from Adam: And that this is fact, 
appears, if I am not miſtaken, by the following 
arguments, 

(1.) We have no . from ſcripture or reaſon 
to think, that adulterers can, when they pleaſe, put 
God upon creating new ſouls to animate the ſpurious 

fruit of their crime. On the. contraty, it is ſaid, 

that God nefted on Eel from ALL his work 

of creation. a 
a4 Eve herſelf. was not created. but in 4 
God breathed no breath of life into her, as he did 
into her huſband to make him à living foul. There- 

fore when Adam ſaw her, he ſaid ; fhe ſhall be called 
woman, becauſe ſhe [her whole ſelf, not her body 
only] was taken out of man. If then the ſoul of the 

. firſt, woman ſprang from Adam's ſoul, as her hody 

from his body; what reaſon have we to believe, 
that the ſouls of her poſterity are immediately in- 
fuſed, as Adam's was when God created him? 

143.) All agree, that under God we receive life 


— 
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f dom our porents; 400d if le, when cenainhyGar Jl, 
which is the principle of bfe. 

(4.) Other animals have power to propagate 
their own ſpecies after its kind; they can generate 
animated bodies: Why ſhould hike Be ber half a 
father? When did God ſtint him to propagate the 

mere fell of his perſon, the body without the ſoul ? 
Was it when ke blefſed him, and ſaid, Be fruitful and 
multiply} When he ſpoke thus, did he not addreſs 
himſelf to the ſoul, as well as to the body Can the 
body alone either under ſtand or execute a com- 
mand ? Is it not on the contrary highly reaſonable 
to conclude, that by virtue of the divine appbint- | 
ment and bleWing, the whole mat can be fruitful and 
multiply; and the foul, under proper circumſtances, 
can generate a foul, as a thought begets a a thought; 
and can kindle the flame of life, as one taper Tights 
another; without weakening its immortal ſubſtance, 
* any more than God the Father (if I'imay be affowed 
my the compariſon) impairs the” divine effetite 00 the 
eternal generation of his or begotten Son. 2 | 
rc i, (5-) Does not matter of fact corroborate ks pre- 


3L.LSESS 4 


Ued ceding argument ?' A ſprightly race-horſe generally 
ody begets a mettleſome colt; while an heavy cart-horſe 
the begets a colt, that bears the ſtamp of its fire's dul- 
ody neſs. And is it riot fo with mankind in gene- 
* ral? The children of the Hottentots and Eſkimaux, 
3 are commonly as ftuprd ; while thoſe of the E 
and French, are uſually as ſharp, as their parents, 
life You ſeldom fee a wit ſpringing from two half- witted 
rom people, or à foot deſcended from very ſenfible 


parents, The children of men of genius, are fre- 
P 3 quently 
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quently as remarkable for ſome branch of hereditary 
genius; as thoſe of blockheads, for their native 
ſtupidity. Nothing is more common, than to ſee 
very paſſionate and flighty parents, have very -paſ- 
ſionate and flighty children. And I have an hun- 
dred times diſcovered, not only the features, look, 
and complexion of a father or a mother in a child's 
face; but ſeen a congenial ſoul, looking out [if 1 
may ſo ſpeak] at thoſe windows of the body, which 
we call the eyes. Hence I conclude, that the advice 
_ fa@#@quently given to thoſe, who are about to chuſe a 
companion for life, © Take care of the breed,” is not 
abſolutely without foundation; although ſome lay 
too much ſtreſs upon it ; forgetting that a thouſand 
unknown accidents may form exceptions to the ge- 
neral rule; and not conſidering, that the peculiarity 
of the father's breed, may be happily correQed by 
that of the mother, {and vice verſa :] and that as 
the grace of God yielded to, may ſueeten the —_ 
temper ; ſo fin perſiſted. in, may ſour the bet. 

(6.) Again, Moſes informs us, that fallen you 
bezat a fon in his own likeneſs, and after his images: But 
had he generated a body without a ſoul, he n 
not have begotten a ſon in his own likeneſs, ſince he 
was not a mere mortal body, but a fallen rs 
ſhirt. Compare Gen. v. 3. with, xlvi. 26, _ 

But upon this ſcheme, will objectors ſav, if 
Adam was converted when he begat a ſon, he begat 

a con verted ſoul. '” This does by no means follow; 

Hor if he was born of God after his fall, it was by 

grace through Tail, and not by nature. through ge- 
te ind to nom , bidde dl ne ration 
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„ neration: he could not therefore communicate his 
ve ſpiritual regeneration by natural generation, any more 
ee than a great ſcholar can E = ee, toge- 
aſ- ther with his ſpecies. 

m- Should it be again objected, * 6 The Wut is 
k, not generated, becauſe the ſcriptures declare, The 
ds lord is the: Father of the:ſpirits of all fe, and The 
1 ſpirit returns to God who gave it I anſwer, It is 
-h alſo written, that Job and David were fearfully 
ce made and faſhioned by the hands of God in the womb; 
F? that he formed Jeremiah in the belly; and that we are 
ot the offspring of him, who: made of one blood all nations 
ay of men. Now if the latter ſcriptures do not exclude 
nd the interpoſition of parents, in the formation of 
ge⸗ their children's bodies ; by what rule of criticiſm or 
ity divinity can we prove, that the former exclude that 
by interpoſition in the production of their ſouls ? 
as Nor can materialiſts, who have no ideas of gene- 
rf ration, but ſuch, as are groſs and carnal like their 
17 65 own ſyſtem, with any ſhadow of reaſon infer, that 
an if the ſoul is generated with the body, it will alſo 
ut, MW _ periſh With it:“ For diſſolution is ſo far from being 
uld a neceſſary conſequence, of the ſpiritual generation 
he of ſouls, that it would not ſo much as have follow- 
lied ed the generation of our bodies, if Adam had not 
NY brought in into the worid, and DEATH by n. — 
if Again, if wheat, a material ſeed, which grows out 
gat ol the ſame earthly clod with the chaff that encloſes 
W.; it, can ſubſiſt unimpaired, when that mean cover 
; by is d:Rroyed : how much more can the ſoul (that 
ge- ſpiritual, vital, heavenly power, which is of a na- 
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dns fo volly fuperior 40 the body in which 11 55 
confined) continue to exiſt, when fleſh and bla” 
are returned to their nativeduſt! - + + - 

Should ſome perſons reje& what 1 ſay e | 

duſtion of ſouls, in order to illuſtrate: the deri va- 
tion af original fin; and ſhould they ſay, that they 
have no more idea of the generation, than honeſt 
- Nicodemus had of the . 1 beg 
leave to obſerve two things, | 
- Firſt, If ſuch objectors are mk they will 
not deny the regeneration of ſouls by the Spirit 6f 
Cod, fince they experience it, and our Lord ſpeaks 
of it as a bleſſed reality, even while he repreſents 
it as a myſtery unknown as to the manner of it, John 
iii. 8-19, Now if pious ſouls have been regene- 
rated from the beginning of the world, without 
exactly knowing hom; is it reaſonable to deny that 
fouls are generated, merely becauſe we cannot ex- 
aRly account for the e in ene nay won- 
der takes place ? ? 

_ Secondly, Should eee bo verke: in Nas 
tural philoſophy, they need not be told, that even 
the kind of generation, which they allow, is as 

much a myſtery to man, as the movement of a watch 

is to a child, that juſt ſees the caſe and the glaſs, 

If they will not believe me, let them believe him, 
who gave his heart to ſearch out by wiſdom, concerning 

all things that are done under heaven, and who, touch- 

ing upon our queſtion, ſays: As thou knoweſt not 
what is the way of the ſpirit, nor how the bones do grow 

DRY her that ts with cid: even fo, thou 
knoweſt 
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brow not he works of God, who maketh di. Exel, 


xi. EY * of Fe 


For iny part, 1 do noe fee, why the fame al- 
mighty Preſerver of men,” who [as St. Paul tells 

us] made of oN Boos the bodies of all nations of 
men, might not of one ACTIVE THOUGHT, and AR- 
DENT DESIRE, have made the ſouls of all nations of men 
alſo. Have not thought and defire as great affinity 
to the nature of the ſoul, as blood has to that of the 
body ? And conſequently are not our ideas of the 
traduction of the ſoul, as clear as ot, which we 
can form of the generation of the body? 

Having dwelt ſo long upon the manner in which 


| mankind naturally propagate original corruption, 


together with their whole ſpecies, I hope, I may 
reaſonably reſume the concluſion of my argument, 
and affirm, that, if Adam corrupted the fountain of 
human nature in himſelf, th the ſtreams, cannot 
but be naturally corrupted. 


xxxil. ARGUMENT. 


God being a Spirit, reaſon and revelation jointly 
inform us, that his law is ſpiritual, and extends to 
our thoughts and tempers, as well as to our words 


and actions. At all times, and in all places, it for- 


bids every thlug that is ſinful, or has the leaſt ten- 
dency to ſin; it commands all that is excellent, and 
enjoins it to be done in the en er of our 

diſpenſation. 
Therefore, if we have not ME 62 truſted wii. 
Hates. 


V 9 
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lighted in God, more than in all things and perſons ; 
if for one inſtant we have loved, or feared, tie 
creature more than, the.Creator 3 we haue had anther 
Gad 1befedes the Lord. Col. iii. 5. Phil. iii. 19. 
Have we once amitted 40 adore him in ſpirit and in 
truth inwardly, or at any time worſhipped him 
ithout hecoming veneration outwardly; we have 
tranſgreſſed as if e. had bowed {0 4 grauen image, 
John iv. 24. — Though perjusy and imprecations 
{boyld never have defiled,our. lips; yet, if ever e 
mentioned God's tremendous name thoughtlelsly, or 
irreverently in prayer, reading, or converlation, we 
have talen. it in uain, and the dearchenof hearts wil 
nat fold us gaalileſi. Phil. ii. 10. And if it has not 
heen our conſtant practice and delight, to. enter his 
caurts zaith praiſe, and ſpend the whole ſabbath. in 
his bleſſed ;ſervice, ue haue polluied , that ſacred 
dax, „and the guilt of prophanengs may Aly * 
charged upon us. Iſai. luui. 149. 
Did we ever ſhe any diſreſpec̃t to our 1 
or unk indneſs to. our equals and inferiors; we have 
violated the precept that commands us to honour all 


ns [and be punRtual.ip-the diſcharge of all (ial 
and relative duties. 1 Pet. ii, 17. — Did wWe ever 
weaken: our conſtitution by | excels, ' firike- our 
- neighbour in anger, wound his character with an 
injurious word, or only ſuffer hatred to riſe in our 
; breaſt againſt him; we have committed a ſpecies of 
ununder; for, Whoſoener ſunll fay to kis brother, Thou 
fool, fhall be in danger of hell. fire; and Whoſoever hat- 
tn tus brother is a murderer, Matt. v. 22. 1 John ii. 
wats $2 > | . 15 
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154 — Ate we the friend # of - the world, an apbſtle 
brands us wit the name of Adulterers, becauſe W 
are falſe to our heavenly bridegroom; James iv. 4. 
And if we have only looked on a woman to luſt after 
ker, Chriſt declares, that We have committed: adultery 

with-hey already in our heart, Matt. v. 281 L-Have wt 
overcharged our cuſtomers, exacted upor any one 
in our bargams, infiſted om a fulP ſalary· for work 
done by halves, defrauded the king of any part of 
his taxes, or taken advantage of the neceſſity ard! 
ignorance of othersto get by cheir lols; we ſwe the 

numerous tribe of reputable thieves, and genteel 
robbers, Matt! xxii. 21. — NegleRting to keep o 
word and baptifmal vow; or ſpeaking an untruth, is 
bearing falſe- witneſs againſt our neighbimy, ourſelvesg 
or Chriſt;” who ſtiles himſelf the truth, Rev. xxii. 
1j. — And giving place to'a'fretfal, diſeontented 
thought, or an irregular, envious deſire, is a breach 
of that ſpiritual ptecept, which made St. Paul ſay! | 
I had not known luſt, or a wrong defire, to be” fin,” e. 
cept the la Aud A. Thou "Pu: not 1 2 


vii. 7. 71 


Such being the extreme Meritaakey of. E 
who can plead, that he never was guilty of breaks» 


ing one, or even all of the ten commandinents?” 


And if we have breken them all; either in their 
literal or ſpiritual meaning, and are threained for 
every tranſgreſſion, with a curſe ſuitable to the 
Lawgiver's infinite majeſty, who can conceive the 
greatneſs of our guilt and danger? Till we find a 
lanctuary under the ſhadow of. a Saviour's wings, 


are 
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ate we not as liable to the ſtrokes of divine ven- 
geance, as a felon, guilty of breaking all the ſtatutes 
of his auf, is liable to the l of human 
laws7ß 
If this is not the FEY ha is no 1 
court of heaven, and the laws given with ſo much 
terror from the Almighty's throne, like the ſtatutes 
of children, or the Pope's bulls, are only bruta ful- 
| mina, words without . and en without 
„ lightnings. -. | 
1 -Some indeed N . that « is ting 
ſince the goſpel · diſpenſation, abates much of its de- 
mands of perſect love.” But their hope is equally 
unſupported by reaſon and ſcripture. The law is 
the eternal ryle of right, the moral picture of the 
God of holineſs and love. It can no more vary, 
man its eternal, unchangeable original. The Lord 
will not alter the thing that is gone out of his mouth. 
He muſt ceaſe to be what he is, before his law can 
laſe its power to bind either men or angels: and all 
. creatures ſhall. break ſooner than it ſhall bend; for 
if it commands us only to love God with all our heart, 
and our neighbour as'ourſelves, what jus r abatement 
can be made in ſo equitable a precept ? Therefore 
man, who breaks the righteous law of God as natu- 
rally as he breathes, is, and muſt continue, under 
its fearful curſe, till he has ſecured the pardon _ | 
mY offered him in the _ 


— 
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XXXIIL ARGUMENT, _ 

Nor i is the goſpel itſelf < acid its threatnings; ; 
for if the Lord, on the one hand, opens the king- 
dom of heaven to all believers 15 he declares, on 
the other, that they all ſhall. be damned who believe not - 
the truth, when it is propoſed to them with ſufficient 

evidence; and that he who believeth not is condemned 


already, BECAUSE he hath not believed on the name of the 


only begotten Son of God. 2 Thel. ii. 12. John iii. 18. uy 
From theſe awful declarations, 1 draw the follow. 
ing argument. e 
If faich is ſo eſſential a virtue, how depraved 1g 
wretched is man, whois ſo exceſſi vely flow heart, 
to believe the things that concern his ſalvation ! Mat- 
ter of fact daily proves, chat we readily admit the 
evidence of men, while we peremptorily reje& the 
teſtimony of God. Commodore Byron's extraordi- 
nary account of the giants in Patagonia is or was 
every where received: But that of Jeſus Chriſt, 
concerning thoſe who walk in the broad way to de- 
firuflion, is and has always been 00 Er diſre- KY 
garded, Matt. vii. 13. 3 $4 | 


On reading i in a news pope”; an anonymous letter 
from Naples, we believe, that rivers of Jiquid hire | 


flow from the convulſed bowels of 5 mountain, aud 


form burning lakes i in the adjacent plains: But if v we. "i 
read in the ſcripture, that Tophet, the burning lake, 


is prepared of old for the impenitent, 1 we beg leave 
to with- hold our aſſent; and unleſs divine 217 . 
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| who, profes chrillianity, generally quarrel with 
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prevents, we muſt fall i in, and feel, before we e wil 


aſſent and believe. If. xxx. 33. 

Who, that has ſeen a map of Africa, ever doubt - 
aki? whether, there is ſuch a kingdom as that. of 
Morocco, though he never ſaw it, or any of its 
natives? But who, that has peruſed the goſpel, ne- 
ver doubted, whether the kingdom of heaven within 


; Us, or that Nate af righteouſneſs, peace, and 1 Joy in the 
125 Holy Chf, which God opens to believers upon 


earth, is not a mere imagination ? Though Chriſt 
himſelf invites us to it, and many pious perſons, 
not only tefify they enjoy it, but actually ſhew its 
bleſſed fruit in heavenly tempers,"a blameleſs life, 


1 triumphant death. Mark i. 14. Luke. xvii. , 


Rom. xiv. 17. Rev. i 8 
With what readineſs do we depend upon. an iba: 
neſt man's promiſe, eſpecially if it is reduced into 


a a bond? But with what reluctance- do we rely on 


the many great and precious promiſes of God, confirm- 
ed by an oath, deli vered before the moſt unexcep-· 
tionable witneſſes, - and ſealed with the blcod of Je- 


ſus Chriſt ?. 2 Pet. i. 4. 2 Cor. i. 20. Heb. vi. 17. 


And ye, numerous tribe of patients, how do ye 


| ſhame thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians! So 


entire is the truſt which you repoſe upon a phyſi- 


cian's adyice, whom perhaps you have ſeen but 


once, that you immediately. abſtain from your, plez- | 


ſant food, and regularly take medicines, which, for 


what, you know, may be. as injurious to your ſto- 
mach, as they are, offenſive to your palate : But we, 


Lane 
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Chriſt's preſcriptions and, if we da.nat.underfiand 


the nature of a remedy which he recommends, we 
think this is a ſufficient reaſon for refuſing it, From 
Chriſt only, if we can bel it, we will take no- 
ching upon truſt. in 1116624240 
One falſe witneſs 1s often ſufficient. to, make u us 
believe, that a neighbour vows to do us an injury; | 
but twenty miniſters of Jeſus cannot perſuade us, 


God hath fworn in his wreth, that if we die in our 


| fins we fhall not enter into his reſt, Plal. xcv. 11., or 
that if we come to him for pardon and lifes. he will in 
no wiſe caſt us out, John vi. g7.— The oft defama- 


tory and improbable reports ſpread with uncammon 
ſwiftneſs, and paſs for matter of fat But when 


g. Paul teſtifies, char I any man hath not the Spirit © 
of Chriſt, he is none ef his, Rom. viii. g. who be- 
lieves his teſtimony ? Does not the ſame mind, that 

2 n een EVENT 


a revealed truth P'. - (1. 
Iſaiah aſks, Who hath. beligved our report. ? And je- 


fus ſays, When the Son-of mam cometh, ſhall he find faith - - 


upon the earth ? Alas! there would have been no 
room for theſe plaintive queſtions, if thei word of 
God had not been propoſed to our faith; ſor the 
moſt groundleſs and abſurd afſertiobs. of men, find 
multitudes of believets. We ſee daily, that an idle 


rumour about a peace or a war, meets. with ſuch 


credit as to raiſe or ſmk the ſtocks in a few: hours. 
It is evident that man has a fooliſh and evil. heart 
of unbelief, ready to ſtrain out. a gnat in divine reve- 


ation, while he greedily ſwdllows up | the camei of 


22 55 human 
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human impoſture. Now if it is partiof the 4 
which Chriſt commands his miniſters to preach o 
every creature, that he-who believeth not ſhall be damned, 
Mark xvi: 16. how great is the depravity, and how 
imminent the danger of fallen man, who has ſuch a 
.  fhrong propenſity, to ſo e ſo damnable a 


| in as e nem p 
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XXIV. ARGUMENT. 

3 devils bom a to iba point. If we 
are not by nature conceived in fin, and children of 
 wrathy) millidne of infants, who die without actual 
im, habe no need of the blood of Chriſt to ' waſh 
theit robes, nor his Spirit to purify their hearts. 
The incarnation of the Eternal Word, and the in- 
| fluences of the Holy Spirit, are as unneceſſary to 
them, tas the- viſits of a phyſician, and his reme dies 
to perſons in perfect health. Their ſpotleſs inno- 
cent is a ſufficient paſſport for heaven: Baptiſm is 
1 ul the: HR 6 abſurd in 
en caſe. - jt; al 

W it ad s Rb not be as ; abſurd 
with regard to the reſt. of mankind, did they but 
act their part a little beiter: For if we are naturally 

innocent, we Bave à natural power to remain ſo; 
and by a proper uſe of it, we may avoid ſtanding 
in need of the Lenten nn by Chriſt for the 
loft SPE OG, 2410434 4 } 

-- Nay, if innocent eee 5 may 
* the way ee is certainly the readieſt 
r : $4 wy 
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- way, and the Son of God-ipraks. like the grand de- 
> ceiver of mankind, when be lays, I am the! may, 
| 0 MAN cometh to the Father hut av ae (Chriſtiana, 
| let ſelf-conceited Deiſts entertain the thought, but 
| harbour it not a- moment: In you it would be 
b Apis Ay ters „ Ah Logan's 6440 FOX 

; 4 b3${22101-57 2211 tr. 
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ther, that all the capital doſtrines uf Chriſtianity, 
f are built upon that fundamental axtinle of our depta- 
$ 
| 


vity and danger. If all fleſi hath not corrupted its 
way, how ſevere are theſe yards of -Chriſt ? Except 
. ye repent, ye fhall all periſh : And Except ye be convert- | 
cd, ye fhall not enter into the kingdom f leauen If 
> Al are not carnal and carthly by ther firſt hirth, 
ö bow abſurd is what he ſaid to Nicodemus; Except a 
a man be born again, he cannot fee the langdom of heaven ? 
$ Af there is any ſpiritual health in us by naue, 
L how notoriouſly falſe are theſe aſſertions: Al aur 
ſufficiency is of Cod: Without. me ye can do nothing *—' 


If every natural man is not the reverſe of the hali- 

t neſs, in which Adam was created; how irrational 

„ theſe and the like feriptures ? If any nan is in Ciriſt, 

; he is a NEW CREATURE: In Chriſt Fefus neither ir- 

4 cumciſion availeth any thing, ner uncircumciſion, but a 

C NEW CREATURE 2—To conclude: If mankind are 
| not univerſally corrupt, guilty, and condemned; f 

how unneceſſarily alarming is this declaration? He 


| that bilieveth not on the Son of God is condemned already . 
, Z 23 Ee — The 
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The wrath of God abideth on him: And if we are 
not fooliſh;. unrighteous, unholy, and enſlaved to 
fin; why is Chriſt made to us of God my "a 
| "oſs, Janctiſ cation, and redemption? n 
Take away then the doctrine of the fall, and the 
tower of evangelical truth, built by Jeſus Chriſt, is 
no more founded on a rock, but upon the ſand: Or 
rather, the ftately fabric is inſtantly thrown down, 
and leaves no rains behind it, but the dry morality | 
of EpiRetus, covered with the rubbiſh of the 
-wildeſt. NOD ow buried in the moſt i W 
2 ceremonies, * A 


xxxvr. ARGUMENT. 
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one more abſurdity ſtill remains. If man is ; not 

"In the moſt imminent danger of deſtruction, nothing 

© an be more extravagant than the great article of 

the "Chriſtian faith, thus expreſſed in the Nicene 

Creed. Fefus Chrift, very Cod of very Cod, by whom 

all things were made, for us men, and for our falvation 

© came down from heaven, Was made man, ne what 

" fed rox us. 4 

ls it not -Noniſhing, © that there ſhould be peopls 

ſo infataated, as to join every Lord's day in this ſo- 

” lemn'confeſſion, and to deny the other fix, the 

horrible danger to which they are expoſed, till they 
0 have an intereſt in Chriſt? Is not the leaſt grain of 

common ſenſe ſufficient to make an attentive perſon 

\ ſee; that if he, by "whom all things were made, came 

"From Maven for ous ſalvation, if he was made man 


— 


K 


Toa SC I 5a 


FOURTH PART. 187 


that he might ſuffer and be cricified' for" vs; he ſaw 
vs guilty, condemned, loſt, and obnoxious to the 
damnation, which we continually deprecate in the 
litany ? Shall we charge the Son of God, in whom 
are hid all the treaſures of divine wiſdom, with the un- 
parralleled folly of coming from heaven to atone for 
innocent creatures, to reprieve perſons uncondemned, to 
redeem a race of free nien, to deliver from the curſe 
a people not accurſed ; to hang by exquiſitely dolo- 
rous wounds, made in his ſacred hands and feet, on 
a tree more ignominious than the gallows, for ho- 


neſt men and very good fort of people; and to expire 


under the ſenſe of the wrath of heaven, that he 


might ſave from hell __ in n0 ogy of going 
there ? 


Reader, is it + poſſible to entertain for a moment 


theſe wild notions, without offering the utmoſt in- 


dignity to the Son of God, and the greateſt vio- 
lence to common ſenſe? And does not reaſon cry, 
as with the ſound of a thouſand trumpets ? If our 
Creator could not ſave us, confiſtently with his glo- 
rious attributes, but by becoming incarnate, paſſing 
through the deepeſt ſcenes of humiliation and temp- 
tation, diſtreſs and want, for thirty-three years; 


and undergoing at laſt the moſt ſhameful, painful, 


and accurſed death in our place; our wickedneſs 
| muſt be deſperate, our ſins execrable, our guilt 
black as the ſhadow of death, and our danger dread- 
ful as the gloom and torments of hell ?” | 
& Shocking doctrine !” ſays the ſelf-conceited mo- 
raliſt, as he riſes from his chair full of indignation, 


and 
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and ready to throw aſide the arguments he cannot 
ener. Reader, if you are the man, remember 
chat this is an appeal to reaſon and not to paſſion, th 
matter of fall, and not to your vitiated taſte ſor 
Hleaſing error. You may cry out at the fight of a, 
ſhroud, a coffin, a grave, © Shocking objecls 1” but 
your loudeſt exclamations will not leflen the awful 
zeality, by which many have happily been. ſabcled 
into a timely conſideration of, WADI for, 
approaching death... 
4 « But this doQrine, you ill. urge, na 
to deſpair.” — Yes, to a deſpair of being ſaved by 
their own merits and righteouſneſs 3 and this is as 
reaſonable in a ſinner ho comes to the Saviour, as 
deſpairing to ſwim acroſs the ſea, is rational in a paſ - 
ſenger that takes ſhip. Our church, far from 
ſpeaking againſt it, ſays, that finners ſhould be diſmay. 
ed at God's rightful juſtice, and ſhould DESPAIR indeed, 


2 touching any hope that may be iu THEMSELVES, 


Hom. on falling from God, ad part. 

A juſt deſpair of ourſelves is widely different 

from a deſpair of God's mercy, and Chriſt's wil- 

lingneſs to fave the chief of ſinners, who flies to 

im for refuge. This horrible fin, this black crime 
of Judas, ſprings rather from a ſullen, obſtinate re- 

_ jeftion of the remedy, than, as ſome vainly ſuppoſe, 
from a clear knowledge of the diſeaſe : And that 


none may commit it, Chriſt's miniſters take particular 


care not to preach the law without the goſpel, and 
the © 46 axes np ys Ne-fooner ave they | 


conſcience, 
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conſcience, than they pour in the balm of divine 
promiſes, and make gracious offers of a free pardon, 
and full ſalvation by the compaſſionate Redeemer, 
who came to juſtify the ungodly, and to ſave the loſt. 
And indeed thoſe only, who fee their fin and 
miſery, will cordially embrace the goſpel; for com- 
mon ſenſe dictates, that none care for the king's 
mercy, but thoſe who know, they are guilty, con« 
demned-criminals. How exceſſively unreaſonable 
is it then to object, that the preaching of man's 
corrupt and loſt eſtate drives people to defpair of 


divine mercy, when it is abſolutely the only means 


of ſhewing them their need of it, and making them 
gladly accept it upon God's own terms! 185 
Leaving therefore that trite objection to the un- 
thinking vulgar, once more, judicious reader, ſum- 
mon all your rational powers; and, after imploring 
help from on high to uſe them aright, ſay, whe- 
ther theſe laſt arguments do not prove, that no 


Chkriſtian can deny the compleat fall of mankind, 


without renounc ing the capital doctrines of his 


own religion; overturning the very foundation of 


the goſpel, which he profeſſes to receive; ſtaining 
the glory of the Redeemer, whom he pretends to 
honour ; and impiouſly taking from his crown, wif 
dom, truth, and charity, the three jewels that are 
its brighteſt ornaments, —Sum up then all that 
has been advanced concerning the afflictive deal- 
ings of God's providence with mankind, and the 
baſe conduct, or wicked temper of mankind to- 
wards mw one another, and themſelves, —Declare, _ 
if 
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If all the arguments laid before you, and cleared 
from the thickeſt clouds of objetions that might 
obſcure: them, do not caſt more light upon the 
black ſubjett of our depravity, than is ſufficient to 
ſhew that it is a melancholy truth, —And finally 
- pronounce, whether the doctrine of our corrupt 
and loſt eſtate, tated in the words of the ſacred 
-writers, and of our pious reformers, 1s not rationally 
demonſtrated, and eſtabliſhed upon the firmeſt bas 
ebe, p&p nen the diQates of 
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THEN a doftrine has been clearly demon- 

ſtrated, the truths that neceſſarily ſpring 

from it, cannot reaſonably be rejected. Let then 

common ſenſe decide, whether the following: con- 
ſequences do not neceſſarily reſult from the doftrine 
of the fall, eſtabliſhed in the preceding 2285 of | 


this treatiſe, 


% 


I. Inrexence, If we ave by nature in a cor- 
"A rupt and loſt eſtate, the grand buſineſs of miniſters 
| is to rouze our drowzy conſciences, and warn us 
of our imminent danger : It behoves them to cry 
aloud and ſpare mot, to lift up their voice like a trumpet, 
and fhew us our tranſgreſſions and our fins: Nor 
are they to deſiſt from this unpleaſing pait of their 
office, till we awake to righteouſneſs, and lay hold an 
the hope ſet before us. | 

If preachers, under protence of peace and nr” 
nature, Tet the wound feſter in the conſcience · of 

their heaters, to avaid the thankleſs office of prob- 

ing it to the bottom: If, for fear of giving them 
pain by a timely amputat ion, they let them die of a 
mortification ; Or if they heal the hurt. & tue daugliler 
36 | | 4, 


we An APPEAL . 


of God's people flightly, ſaying, Peace ! Peace | when 
there is no peace; they imitate thoſe ſycophants of 
old, who, for fear of diſpleaſing the rich and of. 
fending the great, fronted; ſmooth things, and prophe- 
fied deceit. 

This cruel ꝓ—ü—ü— this ſoft barbarity is attend- 
ed with the moſt pernicious conſequences, and will 
deſervedly meet with the moſt dreadful puniſh. 
ment. Give fenners warning from me, ſays the Lord 
to every miniſter : When 1 ſay to the wicked, the un- 
converted, Thou fhalt ſurely die; and thou giveſt him 
not warning, he ſhall die in his iniquity, in his uncon- 
verted ſtate ; but his blood will I require at THY hand. 
See Matt. xviii. g. Ezek. iii, 18. and xiii. 20. 


II. Ix ER. If we are naturally ee 
condemned creatures; felf-rizhteouſneſs and pride, 
are the moſt abſurd and monſtrous of all our ſins. 
The deepeſt repentance and profoundeſt humility 
become us: To neglect them, is to ſtumble at the 
ery threſhold of true religion; and to ridicule them, 
is to pour contempt upon reaſon, revelation, and, 
the firſt operations of divine grace on a ſinnei's 
heart. PIG 21 | 1 | [13 $5:468 


III. Inrzs. If the corruption of mankind is 
univerſal, inveterate, and amazingly powerful, no 
mere creature can deliver them from it. They 
muſt remain unreſtored; or they muſt have an al- 
mighty, omniſcient, omnipreſent, unweazied, infi- 
nitely patient Saviour ; willing day and night to 

: | attend 


© 
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attend to the wants, and public or ſecret applica- 
tions of millions of wretched ſouls; and able to 
give them immediate aſſiſtance throughout the 
world; in all their various trials, temptations, and 
conflicts, both in life and in death. Is the moſt 
exalted creature ſufficient for theſe things? 

When ſuch a vaſt body as mankind, ſpread over 
all the earth for thouſands of years, made up of nu 
merous nations, all of which confiſt of multitudes 
of individuals, each of whom has the ſprings of 
all his faculties and powers enfeebled, diſordered, 
or broken: When ſuch an immenſe body as this, 
is to be reſtored to the image of the infinitely holy, 
glorious, and bleſſed God; common ſenſe dictates, 
that the amazing taſk can be performed by no other 
than the original Artiſt, the great Searcher of hearts, 
the omnipotent Creator of mankind, 

Hence it appears, that, notwithſtanding the n 
of Arius, the Saviour is God over ALL bleſſed for 
ever, all things were made by him, he upholds all things 
by the word of his power, and every believer may 
adore him, and ſay, with the wondering apoſtle, 


when the light of. faith ſhone into his benighted 
ſoul, My Lord und my Cob! 15 


IV. Ixrzx. If our guilt is immenſe, it cannot 
be expiated without a ſacrifice of an infinite dignity : 
Hence we diſcover the miſtake of Heathens and 
carnal Jews, who truſted in the ſacrifices of beaſts; 
the error of Deiſts, Mahometans, and Socinians, 
who ſee no need of any expiatory ſacrifice; and the 
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amazing preſumption of tog many Chriſtians, who 
repole a conſiderable part of their conhdence in 

proper merit of their works; inſtead of placing it 
entirely i in the infinitely me me exitorious ſacrifice of the 


' immaculate Lamb of God, humbly acknowledging 


that all the gracious rewardableneſs of the bell 
works of faith, is deri ved from his precious blood 


EET. LES 


V. IxTER. If our ſpiritual maladies are both 
numerous and mortal, it is evident, we cannot - 


cover the ſpiritual health that we enjoyed in our firſt 


| parents, but by the powerful help of our neayeply 


Phyſician, the ſecond Adam. How abſurd is it 
then to ſay, that we are ſaved, or recovered by do- 
ing good works, without the : quickning grace of « 
Saviour? 
A wretched beggar i is . both in 1 his hands and 
feet : An officious man, inſtead of taking him to a 
— famous for his ſkill in relieving ſuch objects 
of diſtrels, aſſures him, that the only way of getting 
well, is to run of errands for his prince, and work 
fot his fellaw-beggars. You juſtly wonder at the 
cruelty and folly of ſuch a director: But you have 


much more reaſon to be aſtoniſhed at the conduct 


of thoſe miſerable empirics, who direct poor, blind, 
lame ſinners, labouring under a complication of 


-ſpiritual diſorders, and ſick even unto eternal death, 


to ſave themſelves merely by ſerving God, and do- 
ing good to their neighbours; as if they needed 


neither repentance towards God, nor faith in our 


Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Clir tt, nor yet free grdte ts enable 
them to repent, believe, aud ferve God atbeptably; 

Ho much more rational is the Evangelical : me. 
thod of ſalVation! We are faved, ſays the apoſtle, we 
are reſtored to ſaving health, and 4 ſpiritual activity 
to ſerve God and our neighbour, not by works, not 
55 ourſelves 5 but, by grace, by mere favour ; through 
faith, through ſuch an entire confidence in our Phy- 
fician, as makes us gladly take his powerful re reme- 
dies, abſtain from the, pleaſing poiſon of fin, and 
feed on thoſe divine truths, which communicate 
zgelical vigor and happineſs to Gur ſouls; pb; 
l. g. 


VI. Ix TER. If our nature is ſo cbfipleatly fallen 
and totally helpleſs, thar in ſpiritual things we are 
rot ſufficient of ourſelves to think any thing truly good 
as of ourſelves, but our fuſfitientty it of God; it is plain, 
we ſtantk in ablotute' need of his Spirit's aſſiſtance, 
w enable us to pray, repent, believe, love, and obey 
right. Conſequeritly, thoſe whs ridleule the Holy 
Spirit, and his ſacred influence, deſpiſe the great 
helper of our infirmitits, and act a moſt irrational, 
witheds: and deſperate part. * vii. 26. 


VII. IxI ZA. If by nature we are really and truly 

born in fin, our regeneration cannot be a mere me- 

taphor, or à vain ceremony; our ſpiritual birth 
muſt be real and pofitive, How fatal therefore is 
the miſtake of thoſe,” who ſuppoſe that the 'ntw'birth' 
is only a figurative expreſfion for a detent behaviour ! 
R 2 —— How 
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How dreadful the error of thoſe, who imagine that 
all, whoſe faces have been typically waſhed with 
material water in baptilm, are now effectually born 
again of living water and the Holy Spirit / And how 
inexcuſable the caſe of the multitudes, who, in the 
church of England, are under this dangerous miſ- 
take, ſo prudenily guarded againſt by e our pious Re- 
formers!- 

In our catechiſm, they clearly aiſtioguilh be- 
tween the outward vi ble ſign or form in baptiſm, and 
the inward, ſpiritual grace: And by defining the lat- 
ter, a death unto fin, and a_new birth unto righteouf- 
nen, they declare that whoſoever is not dead or 
dying to fin and alive to righteouſneſs, is not truly 
regenerate, and has nothing of baptiſm but the 
outward and viſible fizn. In the 29th of our articles 
they mention, that baptiſm is not the new birth, but 
a $1GN of regeneration or new birth, whereby, as by an 
inſtrument, they who receive baptiſm rightly, are grafted 
into the church, And if our church returns thanks 
for the regeneration of the infants, whom ſhe has 
admitted to baptiſm, it is chiefly + upon a charita- 
- ble ſuppoſition, that they have received it righth, 
and will for lar part, faithfully perform the pron 


4 I 1 chiefly, 4 our church gives thanks alſo for Chriſt 
general grace and mercy to children, declaring herſelf perſuaded 
of the good will of our heavenly father towards this [unbaptized] infart, 
through Chriſt, who ſaid, that of little children is the kingdom of hes 
ven. The truth lies between the error of the Pelagians, who ſup- 
poſe that unbaptized infants are ſinieſi like angels; and that of the 
Papiſts, who affirm that they are graceleſs as devils, 


f the 
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it when they come f agt, far Froin" treating them as 
her regenerate childreni, ſhe denounces a general 
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he did Judas, un defi 50t of Boll and Poul. 


VIII. Ind R. If the fall of aid; in 4 
does not conſiſt in a capricious imputation of his 
perſonal guilt, but in a real, preſent participation 
of his depravity, impotence, and miſery; the ſalva- 
tion that believers have in Chriſt, is not a caprici- 
ous imputation of his perſonal righteouſneſs ;- but a 
real, preſent participation of his purity, power, 
and bleſſednefs, together with pardon and accept- 
Unſpeakably dangerous then is the deluſion of 
thoſe, whoſe brains and mouths are filled with the 
notions and expreſſions of imputed righteouſneſs 20 
while their poor, carnal, unregenerate hearts re- 


main perfect ſtrangers to the Lord our righteouſneſs. 


IX. IxrER. If the corrupt nature which ſin- 
ners derive from Adam, ſpontaneouſly produces all 
the wickedneſs that overſpreads the earth; the 
holy nature which believers receive from Chriſt, 7 WP 
alſo ſpontaneouſly productive of all the fruits of 
righteouſneſs, deſcribed in the oracles of God: 
Good works ſpringing out F NECESSARILY f à true 
and lively faith. Art. xii. 13 | DR 
I Such 

+ This is to be underſtood of a moral, and not of an abſolute, 
urehſtible neceſlity, for faith never unmans the believer. 


— 
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Such miniſters therefore, as cleariy preach our 
fall in Adam, and that faith in Chriſt, which is 


productive of genuine holineſs and active love, will 


infallibly promote good works and pure morality : 

When thoſe who inſiſt only upon works and moral 
duties, will neither be zealous of good works them- 
ſelves, nor inſtrumental in turning ſinners from 
their groſs immoralities. The reaſon is- obvious; 


Evangelical preachers follow their Lord's wiſe di- 


reftion : Make the tree good, and the fruit fhall be good 


| alſo; but moraliſts will have corrupt trees bring forth 


good fruit, which in the nature of things is im- 


poſſible, Matt. xii. 33. Luke vi. 43. Therefore, 


as nothing but faith makes the tree good, and as with- 
out faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; the Chriſtian, 
that will come to kim with good works, muſt not 
only believe [as heathens] that he is, and that he'is a 
rewarder of thoſe who diligently ſeet him; but alſo that 
he was in Cine, bet the world unto Kagel, — 


X. Inyun. If corruption and ſin itch ſo pow- 
erfully and ſenſibly, in the hearts of the unregene- 
rate, we may, without deſerving the name of En- 
thuſiaſts, affirm, that the regenerate are ſenſible of 
the powerful effects of divine grace in their ſouls; 
or to uſe the words of our 17th article, we may 


. ſay, They feel in themſelves the workings of the Spirit of 


Chrift : For where the poiſon of fin hath abounded, 


and has been of courſe abundantly felt; grace, the 


powerful antidote that N it, does much mort 
| abeund, | 


as 
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hack and conſequently may be much more per- 
ceived, 

Therefore the Wee e e of ſalvation by the forgive 
neſs of fins, the aſſurance of faith, and the peace of 
God paſſing all underſtanding, are the xzxyERIENCED 
bleſings of the converted; as certainly as a guilty 
conſcience, the gnawing of worldly cares, the 
working of evil tempers, the tumults of unbridled 
appetites, and the uproars of rebellious paſſions, 
are the EXPERIENCED curſes of the unconverted. 

Reader, if theſe inferences are juſtly drawn, is it 
not evident, that the + principles generally ex- 
ploded among us, as enthuſiaſtical or methodiſtical, 
flow from the doctrine demonſtrated in this treatiſe, 
as naturally as light from the ſun? Theſe conſe 


quences lead you perhaps farther than you could 


wiſh; but let them not make you either afraid or 


aſhamed of the goſpel, Prejudices, like clouds, 


will vaniſh away ; but truth, which they obſcure. 


for a time, like the ſun, will ſhine for ever. A 


great man in the law ſaid, Fiat Juſtitia, ruat mun- 
dus. Improve the noble ſentiment, and ſay with © 
equal fortitude, Stet Veritas, ruat mundus : Let truth 
ſtand, though the univerſe ſhould fink into ruins. 


But 


+ Thoſe doctrines, pointed out in the ten above-mentioned 5 


inferences, are—1, The alarming ſeverity of the law. 2. The ? 
need of a deep, heart- felt repentance. 3 The divinity of Chriſt, 


4 The infinite merit of his ſacrifice. 5. Salvation by faith in 


him. 6. The influences of his Holy Spirit. 7. The reality of the 
new birth, 8. The nec eſſity of a preſent falvation. g. The zeal 


of believers for good works, and 10. The comfortable aſſurance 
which they have of their regeneration. | 
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Fenn 
of the oppoſite doctrine; and that you may be con-: 


vinced of ere t dare w. a vie of the 


Dxzaprur Consrgurncs 


—_— reſulting” from tie chu 722 22 
ani anger. 


1. As the temptet cauſed the fall of our firſt pa- 
rents, by inducing. them to believe, that they. ibiid 
not ſureh die, if they broke the divine law: Sò now 
we are fallen, he prevents our recovery by ſuggeſt- 
ing, the bitterneſs of death is paſt,” and « we 2 
ate in a Fe of ſafety.” — HEHE it! bh, that you 


men, and even dream, ye are fe and righteous. 
Nor can ye eſcape for your lives till the veil of 


ufibeHef” is taketi/away; and ye awake to a fight of 
your corrupt and loft effite; For there i is n6 guard- 
ing againft, nor flying from, an unſeen, ubſuſpeacd s 
evil: Here; as in a conſpiracy, the Unger Conte. i- 
nualiy increaſes, till it is happily diſcovered: p 
2. If we are not ſenſible of our natural cortüp⸗ 
tion, and the juſtice of the curſe intailed upon us 
on that account can We help thinking God a ty? 
rant, when he threatens unconiverted” moralifts 
with the ſevetfeſt of his judgments, or cauſes the ; 
black ſtorms of his providence to overtake us and 


our deareſt relatives 


Anſwer, yo ſellrigeous-phanifrt 0 "that de bi- 
terly® 


- 


FIFTH PART. 20s: 


4erly exclaim againſt the miniſters, who declare by 
the authority of ſcripture, that, except ye repent, ye 
fhall all periſh, Anſwer, fond mother, whoſe» tears 
of diſtraction, mix with the cold ſweat of the con- 
vulſed, dying infant on thy lap. Doſt thou not ſe- 
cretly impeach di vine juſtice, and accuſe heaven 
of barbarity? Ah l if thou didſt but know the evil 
nature, which thou and thy Iſaac have brought 
into the world; if thou {aw'{t the root of bitterneſs, 
which the hand of a gracious Providence even now 
extracts from his heart; far from being ready to curſe 
God, and die with thy child, thou wouldſt patiently 
acquieſce in the kindly- ſevere diſpenſation: Thou 
vouldſt clear him when he 1s judged by ſuch as thyſelf, 
and even glorify ham in the evil day f this painful vi- 
tation. 
3. Though man's heart is hardened as ſteel, it 
does not frequently emit the hell:ſh ſparks of ſuch 
murmurings againſt God, becauſe it can ſeldom be 
ſtruck by the flint of ſuch ſevere afflictions; yet the 
miſchief is there, and will break out, if not by 
blaſbhemous deſpair, at leaſt by its contrary, preſump- 
tuous madneſs. Ves, reader, unleſs thou art happily. 
made acquainted with the ſtrength of thy inbred 
depravity, thou wilt raſhly venture among the 
ſparks of temptation: With carnal confidence thou 
wilt aſk, What harm can they do me?” And 
thou wilt continue the hazardous ſport, till ſin and 
wrath conſume thee together. Nor will this be 
more ſurprizing, than that one, who carries a bag 
of gun · powder, and knows not the dangerous nature 
N of 
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of his load, ſhould fearlcfly ruſh through the midſe 
of flames or abet de ee g er 

ſtroyed. 

2 This fatal raſkueß is generally — 

with a glaring inconfiſtetcys Do net you mike 

the aſſertion good, ye ſaints of the preſerit age, whe 

pretend to have found the ſerret of loving both'Got 

and the world? Do not we hear you deny to mien; 

that you are condemned; and yet cry to God to lab 

mercy upun you? But if vou are not condemned, h 

need have you of hoy? And if you e - Why do 
you deny your loſt eſtate? Toa too; reader, wil 

fall into this abſurdity, unleſs thou knoweſt diy 

jd condemnation. But the miſchief il not toy 
here; for, 

5. Ignorance of the myſtery of, iniquity with 
you muſty in this nature of things: cauſs/ you to 
negle&- prayer, or to pray out of character Av 
wnhumbled: moruliſt-, inſtead of approaching the 
throne'of grace, with the'ſelf-abaſement of the penis 
tent Pu blicany ſaying, Cod be merciſul unto me à fins 
nter: you- will provoke the Moſt High, by the 
open prophaneneſe of the Sadducee; or infult him 
7 by the ſelf-conceited-ſorvices of the! Phariſee;-boafts 
my ye do no harm,“ and thinking: God, ye arb 
not a other men On theſe rocks your formal devo- 

tion will 'ſplit, til! yow know, that, as the- impeii⸗ 
tent and prayerleſs ſhall: periſh;. ſo the Lord accepts 
nd petntential prayer, but that of the mum, who knvi# 
— heart ponds ne aloe” pros 

0 in 
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6. And 3s ene enatoch the FRE = 
grace. aright, while you remain inſenſible of your 
corruption; ſo the xcading or preaching of God's 
word, till it anſwers the end of conviction, is of no 
ſervice to you, but rather proves, to uſe St. Paul's 
neryaus expreſſion, the favaur of death unto death. 
For when the terrors of the law only ſuit your caſe, 
you vainly catch at the comforts of the goſpel; or 
rather. you remain as unaffetted under the threat- 
rings of the one, as under the promiſes of the other: 
You look on mount Sinai and mount Sion, with 
equal indifference, andthe warmth of the preacher, 
who invites you to fly from the wrath to come, appears 
to you an inſtance of religious madneſs. Nor is it 
a wonder it ſhould, while you continue unacquaint- 
ed with your danger: When a mortal diſeaſe is 
neither felt nor ſuſpeQed, a pathetic addreſs upon 
its conſequences and cure, muſt be received by any 
reaſonable man, with the greateſt unconcern ; and 
the perſon that makes it in earneſt, muſt l 
exceedingly ridiculous. Again, 


7. My people are deſtroyed for lack of know ge. fays 


the Lord, This is true particularly with regard to 
the knowledge of our depravity. Reader, if thou 


remaineſt a ſtranger to it, thou wilt look upon flight 
conſeſſions of outward fins as true repentance; and 


che godly forrow that worketh repentance to ſalualion, 


will appear to thee a ſymptom of melancholy. 
Taking an external reformation cf manners, or a 
| change 
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change of ceremonies and opinions, for true con 


- verſion, thou wilt think thyſelf in a ſafe ſtate, while 
thy heart continues habitually wandering from God, 


and under the dominion of a worldly ſpirit.” In 


a word, ſome of the branches of the tree of corrup- 


tion thou mayſt poſſibly lop off, but the root will 


ſtill remain and gather ſtrength. For it is plain, 


that a bad root, ſuppoſed not to exiſt, can neither 
be heartily lamented, nor earneſtly * at with 


the ax of ſelf-denial. 


Even an Heathen could ſay ; + © The NES 
of fin, is the firſt ſtep towards ſalvation from it: 


For he, who knows not that he fins, will not ſub- 


mit to be ſet right: Thou muſt find out what thou 
art, before thou canſt mend thyſelf. — Therefore 
when thou diſcovereſt thy. vices, - to which thou 
waſt before a ſtranger, it is a bien that y ſoul is in 
a better ſlate.” 5 
8. It is owing to the want of this diſcovery, 0 
ye pretended ſons of reaſon, that thinking your- 
ſelves born pure, or ſuppoſing the diſeaſe of your 
nature to be inconſiderable, you imagine it poſſible 


to be your own phyſicians, when you are only your 


own deſtroyers. Hence it is, that while you give 
to Jeſus the titular honour of Saviour, you ſpeak 
perpetually of being © ſaved merely by your duties 
and „ Hear him warning you 

| againſt 


1 Initium eſt ſalutis notitia . nam qui peccare ſe neſcit 
corrigi non vult Deprehendas te opportet aniequam emendes. 
Sen. Ep. xxviii,—E: hoc ipſum argumentum eſt in melius tram 
lati animi, quod vitia ſua, quæ adhuc ignorabat, videt. Ep. Yi 
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againſt this common deluſion: 0 Ifrael, lays he, 
thou haſt deſtroyed thyfelf, but in us ts thy help found. 
The whole need not a phyfictan, but they that are fuck, 
beyond all hopes of recovering themſelves. | 
9. The preſcriptions of this wiſe Phyſician, are 
exceſſively ſevere to fleſh and blood, and ſome of 
his remedies as violent as our diſeaſe. Therefore, 
except we ſee the greatneſs of our danger, we ſhall, 
beg to be excuſed, from taking the bitter potion. 
Who can have reſolution enough to ct of a right 
hand, to pluck, out a rightceye, to take up his croſs daily, 
to deny imſelf, and loſe even his own life, or what is 
often dearer, -his fair reputation? — Who, I ſay, 
can do this, till a fight of imminent rum on the one 
hand, and-of redeeming love on the other, makes 
him ſubmit to the painful injunctions ? Thou lovely 
youth, noted in the goſpel for thy harmleſſneſs, I 
appeal to thy wretched experience. When the 
Phyſician of. ſouls; at whoſe feet thou waſt proſ- 
trate, commanded thee to fell all and follow him, 
what made thee go away forrowful and undone ? Not 
barely thy great poſſeſſions, but the ignorance of thy 
condition: For all that a man hath will he give for” 
his life, when he ſees it in immediate danger, Matt. 


ve 

* xix. 22. | | 

| ic. If it is a deſperate ſtep to turn away from the 

es ; | GS 7” 0 * 
Prince of life, it is a daring one to approach him 

| with a mere compliment, Of this nevertheleſs you 


are guilty, ye unawakened ſinners, who daily ap- 
pear before the throne of grace, with thanks. and 
praiſes to God, for his ineftimable love in the redemp- 

| | 8 tion 
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tiow of the 'morld by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt Alas! 
When you deny the ſtate of ſin and miſery, in 
which you are by nature; and yet preſume to 
thank God for redemption from it, do you not mock 
him as ſolemnly as you would the king, were you 
to preſent him every day an addrefs of thanks, for 
redeeming! you from Turkiſh” ſlavery, When you 
never knew yourſelves ſlaves in Turky? O how 
provoking to God muſt theſe unmeaning thankſ- 
givings be! Surely one day they will be ranked 
among.the indignities, offered by with een to 
the Maj on Hi h. | 
11. Some indeed; more conſiſtent” than you, 
openly throw off the maſk: Seeing neither the 
unſathomable depth of their miſery by the fall, nor 
the immenſe height of their aggravated iniquities, 
they do not trifle with, but at onte deny, the Lord 
that hought them; Ves, far from admiting the eſta- 
bliſhed method of a ſalvation, procnred at fo im- 
menſe a price, as the incarnation and crucifixion of 
the Son of God, they are not afraid to intimate it is 
irrational: And upon their principles they may 
well do it; for if our ruin is not immenſe, what 
need is there for an immenſely glorious Redeemer? 
And if our guilt reaches not up to heaven, why: 
ſhould the Son of Cod have come down from 


thence, to put away fin by the ſacrifice of lumſel/? 


12. As we ſlight or reject the Saviour, till we 
are truly convinced of the evil and danger of ſin; 
ſo we worſhip a falſe god, à mere idol. For, in- 
ſtead of adoring Jehovah, infinite in his holineſs 

and 


r oP 
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and hatred:of ſin, inviolable in the truth of his 
threatnings againſt it, and impartial in his ſtrict 
juſtice —a God in whoſe preſence unhumbled ſin- 
ners, are not able to ſtand, and with whom evil cannot 
dwell; we bow to a ftrange- god, whom pious men 
never knew—a god formed by our own fancy, ſo 
unholy as to connĩue at fin, ſo unjuſt as to ſet aſide 
his moſt righteous law, and ſo falſe as to break his 
ſolemn word, that we mult turn or die, Ez. xxxiii. 11. 
Is not this worſhipping a god of our own making ; 
or as David deſcribes him, a god altogether ſuch as 
ourſelves? To adore an idol of paſte, made by the 


baker and the prieſt, may be indeed more fooliſh, 
but cannot be more wicked, than to adore one made 


by our wild imagination, and impious unbelief. 
13. We may go one ſtep farther ſtill, and affirm, 
that till we are deeply convinced of ſin, far from 
worſhipping the true God, [which implies know] - 
ing, loving, and admiring him in all his perfec- 
tions] we hate and oppoſe him in his infinite holi- 
neſs and juſtice, The proof is obvious: Two things 
diametrically oppoſite in their nature, can never be 
approved of at once. 
vine holineſs and juſtice, abhor our corruption, 
and condemn ourſelves as hell-deſerving ſingers; ' 
far from approving, we ſhall riſe againſt the holy 
and righteous God, who ſentences us to eternal 


death for our fin: We ſhall at leaſt wiſh he were 
leſs pure and juſt than he is; which amounts to 


wiſhing him to be no God. While proud fiends 
betray this horrid diſpoſition, by loud blaſphemics 
8 2 | in 
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If we do not fide with di- 
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in hell; ye do it, O ye unconvinced ſons of men, 

by your averſion to godlineſs upon earth. Haters 
of God, is then'the proper name, and enmity againſt 
him, the ſettled temper of all unhumbled, uneon- 

verted ſinners. Rom. i. 30, and viii. 7. 

14. When the nature of God is miſtaken, what 
wonder if his law is miſapprehended ? The law is 
good, lays St. Paul, if a man uſe it lawfully ; but if 
we make an improper uſe of it, the conſequence is 
fatal. Since the fall, the law of God, as contra- 
diſtinguiſhed from the goſpel of Chriſt, points out 
to us the ſpotleſs holineſs, and inflexible juſtice of 
its divine Author, It teaches us with what ardor 
and conſtancy we ſhould love both our Creator, and 
our fellow-creatures. As a bank caſt againſt the 
ſtream of our iniquity, it accidentally ſerves to 
make it riſe the higher, and to diſcover its impetu- 
olity ; for by the law is the knowledge of fin. It de- 
monſtrates man's weakneſs, who conſents indeed to 
the law that it is good, but finds not how to fulfil it, 
Rom.-vii. 16, 19. As a battery erected againſt our 
pride, when it has its due effect, it ſilences all our 
ſelſ. righieous pleas, and convinces us that a return- 
ing ſinner is not juſtified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Chrift : a broken law, a law which work- 
et wrath, being abſolutely unable to abſolve its vi- 
olator;— In a word, it is our ſchiool· maſter to bring us 
to Chriſt, and drives us with the rod of threatned 
puniſhments, to make us touch the ſcepter of mercy, 
held out to us from the throne of grace. 


But, 


1 
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But, while we remain ſtrangers to our helpleſs 
and hopeleſs ſtate by nature, far from making this 
proper uſe of the law, we truſt in it, and fancy that 
the merit of our unſprinkled obedience to it, is the 
way of ſalvation. Thus we go about to eſtabliſh our 
own righteouſneſs, making light of the atoning blood, 
which marks the new and living way to heaven. 
This very miſtake ruined the Phariſees of old, and 
deſtroys their numerous followers in all ages. Rom. 
ix. 31. 

18. And when we form fuch wrong POPE” | 
lions of the lau, is it poſſible that we ſhould have 
right views of the goſpel, and receive it with cor- 
dial affection ? Reaſon and experience anſwer in 
the negative. What ſays the goſpel to ſinners? 
You are ſaved BY GAACE, through mere favour and 
mercy, not by the covenant of works, leſt any man 
ſiould boaſt like the phariſee. Eph. ii. 8. Now, ye 
decent formaliſts, ye fond admirers of your own 
virtue, are you not utterly diſqualified to ſeek and 
accept a pardon in a goſpel way? For your ſeeking 
it upon the footing of mere mercy, implies an ac- 
knowledgment, that you deſerve the ruin threatned 
againſt ſinners. And ſuppoſe a pardon were granted 
you, before you had a conſciouſneſs of your ſad 
deſerts, you could not receive it as an act of mere 
grace, but only as a reward juſtly beſtowed upon 
you for the merit of your works. It is plain then, 
that according to the goſpel plan, none can be fit 
ſubje ts of ſalvation, but thoſe who are 5 ſenſi- 
ble of their condemnation. / | 

83 „ oh But, 


910 An APPEAL, Sec. 


16. But as the grace of God in Chriſt, i is the 
original and properly meritorious cauſe of our ſal- 
vation: So the grand inſtrumental cauſe of it is 


faith on our part. Through faith are ye ſaved, ſays 


St. Paul. Now if to have faith in Chriſt, is habi- 
tually to lift up our hearts to him, with an humble 
and yet chearful confidence, ſeeking in him all our 


ſtructing Prophet, atoning Prieft, and protecting 
King ; it is evident, that till we awake to a fight 
af our fallen ſtate, we cannot believe, nor con- 


ſequently be ſaved. O ye that never were ſenſible 


of your ſpiritual blindneſs, can you with ſincerity 
take Jeſus for your guide, and defire his Spirit ts 
lead you into all truth? Does not David's prayer, 


| Open thou mine eyes, that I may ſee the wonderful things 


of thy law; appear to you needleſs, if not fanatical? 
And is pot the Redeemer's prophetic office thrown 


away upon ſuch ſons of wiſdom as you are ? 


Have you a greater value for Jeſus than they, O 
ye juſt men, who have no ſenſible need of heart-felt 
repentance, and whoſe breaſts were never. dilated 
by one ſigh, under a due ſenſe. of your guilt and 
condemnation? Can you, without hypocriſy, apply 


to him as the high Prieft of the guilty, claim him as 


the Advocate of the condemned, or fly to him as the 


Saviour of the loft? Impoſlible! Ye fondly hope, 


ye never were loſt, ye were always © good livers, 
good believers, good churchmen;” ye need not 


- make ſo much ado” about an -intereſt in the blood 


„f the new covenant, 


And 
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And ye, who fluſhed with the conceit of your 
native ſtrength, wonder at the weakneſs of thoſe; 
that continually bow to the ſceptre of Jeſus's grace 
for protection and power; can you without > file: 
of pity hear him ſay, Without me ye can do nothing # 
Is it poſſible, that you ſhould ſincerely implore the 
exertion of his royal power, for victory over fins, 
which you ſuppoſe yourſelves able to conquer; and 
for the reſtoration of à nature, with the goodneſs 


of which you are already fo well ſatisfied? Your 
reaſon loudly anſwers, No: Therefore, till you ſee 
d yourſelves: corrupt, impotent creatures, you will. 
_ openly negle& the Redeemer, give te your aggra- 
0 vated fins the name of © human frailties, and 
1 truſt to your baffled, and yet boaſted endeavours. 
s Self-deception ! Art thou not of all impoſtors the 
? moſt common and Pb becauſe: the leaſt ſuſ- 
n pected P c 
To ſum up and a theſe 8 remarks: 
5 Look at thoſe who, in myſtic Babylon, are not- 
lt truly ſenſible of their total fall from God; and you 
d will ſee them ſetting their own reaſon above the 
d holy ſcriptures; and their works in competition 
ly with the infinitely meritorious ſacrifice of ' Chriſt, 
24 Inquire into their principles, and you will diſcover, 


that they either openly explode as enthuſiaſtical, 
e, or ſlightly receive as unneceſſary, the doctrines of 
„ ſalvation by faith in Chriſt, and regeneration by 
ot the Spirit of God. Examine their conduct, and- 
od 


you will find they all commit fn, and receive the 


nd * 


> 
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in the evangelical race: You will eafaly trace back 
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mark of the beaſt ſecretly in their right hand, or openly 


in their fortheads. Rev. xiii. 16. Sort them, and 


you will have two bands, the one of Sceptics- and 


che other of Formaliſts, who, though at as great 
enmity between themſelves as Pilate and Herod, are like 
them made friends together, by jointly deriding and 


condemning JIxsus in his living members. 


And if with the candle of the Loxd you ſearch the 
Jeruſalem of proſeſſing Chriſtians, you will perceive 


that the want of an heart-felt, humbling knowledge 


of their-naturaldepravity, gives birth to the double- - 
mindedaeſs of hypocrites, and the miſcarriages or 
apoſtacy of thoſe, who once diſtinguiſhed themſelves 


to the ſame corrupt ſource, the ſeemingly oppoſite 
errors of the looſe. antinamian, and the phariſaic legan 


' lift, thoſs ſpiritual theives, by whom the ſincere 


Chriſtian is perpetually reviled : And in ſhort, you, 
will be convinced, that if you ſet your eyes upon a 
man, who is not yet deeply conſcious of his corrupt 


and loſt eſtate, or whoſe conſciouſneſs of it has worn 
away, you behold either a trifler in religion, a 
_ deadrhearted phariſee, a ſly hypocrite, a looſe an- 


tinomian, a ſelf-conceited formaliſt, a ann infi- 
del, ox a wretched apoſtate. 

You. ſee, Reader, what a train of: fatal conſe- 
quences, reſults from. reje&ing, or. not properly 
receiving, the doctrine demonſtrated in theſe ſheets: 
And now, rener e eee, it, per- 
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ſoringing from an gfelling knowledge of our falle and 
C1 4:40 1 6 ala. 


No ſooner is the diſeaſe rightly known, than the 
neglected Jeſus, who is both our gracious Phyſician 
and powerful remedy, is properly valued, and ar- 
dently ſought : All that thus ſeek, find; and all that 
find kim, find ſaving health, eternal life, and 
heaven, 

Bear your teſtimony with me, ye Children of 
Abraham and of God, who fee the brightneſs of a 
goſpel day and rejoice. Say, What made you firſt 
wiſhfully look to the hills, whence your ſalvation is come, 
and fervently deſire to behold the ſin-diſpelling 
beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs ? Was it not the 
deep, diſmal night of our fallen nature, which you 
happily diſcovered, when awaking from the ſleep 
of fin, you firſt ſaw the deluſive dreams of life, as 
they appear to the dying? What was the Defire of 
nations to you, till you felt yourſelves loſt OY. 
Alas! Nothing: Perhaps leſs than nothing; 
object of diſguſt or ſcorn. When the pearl of 1 
price was prelented to you, did you regard i it more, 
than the vileſt of brutes, an oriental pearl? And, 
3s if it had not been enough to look at it with dif- 
dain, were not ſome of you ready to turn again, and 
rend, after the example of ſnarling animals, thoſe 


who affeRionately made you the invaluable offer P? 
Matt, vii. 6. ; E 
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But when the ſtorm that ſhook mount Sinai, 
overtook your careleſs fouls, and ye ſaw yourſelves 
| ſinking into an abyſs of miſery ; did ye not cry out, 
and ſay, as the alarmed diſciples, with an unknown 
energy of deſire, Save Lord, or we periſh ? And when, 
conſcious of your loſt eſtate, . ye began to believe, 
that he came to ſeck and to ſave that which was toft ; . 

10 dear, how hrecious was he to you in all his of- 
ces d How glad were ye to. take guilty, weeping 
| Magdalen's place, and wait for 2 pardon at your 
High Prieſt's feet? How importunate in laying to 
your Ring, as the helpleſs widow, Lord, avenge me 
of mine adverſary, my evil heart of unkelisf / How ear 
neſt, how unwearicd in your applications to your 
Prophet, for heavenly light and wiſdom ! The in- 
ceſſant prayer of blind Bartimeus' was then yours, 
and ſo was the gracious anſwer which the Lord re- _ 
turned to him: You received your ſpiritual felt. | 
And Oh! what ſaw you then? The ſacred Boo un- 
fealed / Your fins blotted out as 4 cloud! The glory of 
God ſhining in the face of Fefus Chriſt; and the 
kingdom of heaven opened to all believers!” | 

Then, and not till then, you could ſay from the 
heart, This is a fai thful faying, and worthy of all accep- 
| tation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave fin- 
ners, of -whom I am chief, 1 Tim. i. 15- Then, you 
could cry out with his firſt diſciples ; » Behold what 
manner of love the Father, hath beſtowed upon us, that we 
ſhould be called the ſons of God ! 1 John iij. 1. We are 
al the children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, whon 
N OM we love ; in whom, though now | we fee 
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him not, yet believing, we rejoice with” joy unſſieakable 
and full of glory, receiving the end of our faith, the ſal- 


dation of our foul? Gal. ili!” 46. 1 Pet. i; 8. We 


truſted in kim and are helped > The#fort our heart” 
danceth for Joy, and in our ſong will we praiſe him. 
Pfal. xxviii: 8: To Him that hath loved us; and 
waſhed us from our Ins i in his own' blood, and hath made 
us kin;;s and priefts unto God and his Father; to Er be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Rev. . 
And this Will atſd be your triumphant g at- 
tentive' Render, if deeply conftious of your loft” 
eſtate, you ſpread your guilt and mifery before him, 
who came to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim” 
liberty to tht captives; and the opening of the priſon to 
them that are hound; and to conifort all that mourn, by” 
giving them beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for motirning,”- 
and the garment of praiſe for tht ſpirit of heavineſs: 
Ifa. Ixi. 1. Your ſorrow, it is true, may endure for a 
night, but joy will come in the morning, the joy of _ 
God's ſalvation, and the pardon of your fins. * Hav-" 
ing much forgiven you, you will tien love mut, and 
admire in proportion the riches of divine wifdom;” 
goodneſs, juſtice, and power, that ſo gratiouſſy 
contrived, and ſo wonderfully executed the płan of 
your redemption. You will be” ravifhed"in' expe 
riencing, that a condemned ſinner can not only ef-' 
cipe impending ruin, but enter” into preſent poſſeſ- 
hon of a ſpiritual paradiſe.” where pedee and joy bleſs 
ſom together, and whence welcome death; will 
cre long, tranſlate your triumphant ſout to thoſe © 
unſeen, unheard- of, inconceivable glories; | which 
| God 
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Cod hath, prepared for them that love fim. 1 Cas: 
Th. Deir: ©: 

Nor will che bloſſoms of heayenly peace and jo, 
only diffuſe their divine fragancy in your foul ; 
all the fruits of holingfs will grow together with them, 


to the glory of God, and the profit of mankind, And 
thou wilt not be the laſt, thou fair, thou bluſhing 


Humility, to bend all the ſpreading branches of 
the tree of righteouſneſs. No, we. cannot be vain, 
or deſpiſers of others, when we ſee that we are all 
corrupted, dying ſhoots of the ſame corrupted, dead 
ſtock: We cannot be ſelf-righteous, When we are 

perſuaded, that the beſt fruit which we can natu- 
rally produce is only ſplendid fin, or vice. coloured 
over with the ſpecious appearance of virtue : We 
muſt lie proſtrate in the duſt, when we conſider the 
ignominious croſs, where our. divine ſurety hung, 

bled, and died to ranſom our guilty ſouls. 

A genuine conviction of our corruption and de- 
merit thus ſtriking at the very root of our pride, 
neceſſarily fills our hearts with inexpreſlible grati- 
tude-forevery favour we receive, gives an exquiſite 
reliſh to the leaſt bleſſing we enjoy, and teaches us 
to ſay with the thankful Patriarch, I am not worthy f 


| the leaſt of all thy mercies : And as it renders us grate- 


ful to God, and all our benefactoxs, ſo it makes us 
patient under the greateſt injuries, reſigned in the 


_ heavieſt trials, glad to be reproved, willing to for- 


give the faults of others, open to acknowledge our 
own, diſpoſed to ſympathize with the guilty, ten- 
der- hearted towards the miſerable, incapable of be- 
| | ing 
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ing offended at any one, and ready to do' every of- 
ſice of kindneſs, even tothe meaneſt of mankind, 

Again, no ſooner are we properly acquainted 
with our helpleſſneſs, than we give over leaning on 
anarm of fleſh, and the broken reed of our own re- 
ſolutions. Repoſing our entire conſidence in the 
living God, we fervently implore his continual aſſiſt- 
ance, carefully avoid temptations, gladly acknow- 
ledge, that the help which is done upon the earth, the 
Lord doth it himſelf, and humbly give him the 
glory of all the good that py in ourſelves and 
others.” | 

Once more, as ſoon as we can diſcover our Dk f 
tual blindneſs, we miſtruſt our own judgment, feel 
the need of inſtruction, modeſtly repair to the expe- 
rienced for advice, carefully ſearch the ſcriptures, 
readily follow their bleſſed directions, and fervent- 
ly pray, that no falſe light may miſlead us out > 
the way of ſalvation. 

To conclude: A right knowledge; that the crown 
is fallen from our head, will make us abominate fin, 
the cauſe of our ruin, and raiſe in us a noble ambi- 
tion of regaining our original ſtate of bliſsful and 
glorious righteouſneſs, It will ſet us upon an car- 
neſt enquiry into, and a proper uſe of, all the means 
conducive to our recovery. Even the ſenſe of our 
guilt will prove uſeful, by helping to break our ob- 
durate hearts, by imbittering the baits of worldly 
vanities, and filling our ſouls with penitential ſor- 
row. Before honour is humility. This happy humi- 
| lation makes way for the greateſt exaltation; For 
* thus 
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thus ſaithᷣ the. high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity. 
1 devell in the lugli and holy place, with him alſo that i: 
u contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the 
| humble, and the heart of the contrite, to fill the hungry 

with good things, and beautify the meek with Jalvation. 
Iſaiah lvii. 16. 
-+i Tf: theſe advantages, EO REY the 
eatthly:crowns, neceſſarily reſult from the proper 
Knowledge of our corrupt and loſt eſtate; who but 
an infatuated enemy of his own foul, would be 
afraid of that felf-ſcience? Who, but an obſtinate 
Phariſee, would not eſteem it, next to the know- 
ledge of Chriſt, the greateſt bleſſing which heaven 
can beſtow upon the ſelf-deſtroyed, and yet ſelſ 
conceited children of men7 

Careleſs Reader, if thou art the perſon, if re- 
maiĩning unſhaken in thy carnal confidence, and ſup- 
poſing thyſelf wiſer than ſeven men that can render 4 ; 
reaſon, thou not only deſpiſeſt the teſtimony of the 
ſacred Writers and our pious Reformers, laid before 
thee in the firſt part of this treatiſe, but diſregardeſt 
the numerous arguments it contains, trampleſt 
under foot both matter of fat, and common ſenſe, and 
remaineſt unaffected by the moſt- dreadful conſe- 
quences of {elf-ignorance on the one hand, and by 
the greateſt advantages of ſelf-knowledge on the 
other; I have done, 'and 'muſt take my leave of 
thee. oh 
May the merciful and holy God, whoſe laws 
thou doſt daily violate, whoſe-word thou hourly op- 

wy or forgetteſt, whoſe ſalvation thou doſt every 


- moment 
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moment negle&, whoſe vengeance thou continual- -: 
ly provokeſt, and whoſe cauſe I have attempted to 


plead, bear with thee and thy inſults a little longer! 


May his infinite Patience yet afford thee ſome 
means of conviction, more effectual than that which 
is at preſent in thy hands!—Or, ſhouldeſt thou 
look into this labour of love once more, may itthen 


anſwer a better purpoſe than to aggravate thy guilt, 


and enhance thy condemnation, by rendering the 
folly of thy unbelief more glaring, and N | 


more inexcuſable! 


END or ur a 
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The SERIOUS READER, 
WHO ENQUIRES 


What muſt J do to be ſaved ? 


Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no 
Phyſician there ? Why then is not the health 
of the W of my people recovered: * 


Jin, Vill, 22. 
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The Serious Reader, &c. 


He taken my leave of the thoughtleſs 
and gay, who regard an appeal to their rea- 
ſon, as little as they do the warnings of their con- 

ſcience; I return to thee, + ſerious and well-diſ- 
poſed Reader. I am too much concerned for thy 
| foul's welfare, to lay down my pen, without ſhew- 
ing thee more perfectly the way to the kingdom of 
heaven, by teſtifying to thee repentance 4 God, | 
and faith in our Lord 1 unt. 3 
+ This addrefs is only calculated for | Giles perſons, who cor- 
dially aſſent to the doctrine eſtabliſhed in the Rational Demonſtra- 
tion of our fallen and loft eftate. As other Readers have been 
diſmiſſed with the portion of truth that belongs to them, they are 
defired not to meddle with this, leſt their cavils confirm St. 
Paul's obſervation, We preach Chriſt crucified, to the ſeli- righteous 
Jews a fhumbling-blck, and to the ſelf-conceited Greeks fooliſhneſs. 
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Thou art happily weary of feeding upon the 
huſks of earthly vanities. I have a right therefore, 
as a ſleward of the myſteries of God, to bring out 

of the divine treaſury, the pearls of evangelical 
truth ; and I gladly caſt them before thee, perſuaded, 
that far from awakening thy anger, they will ex- 
cite thy deſires, and animate thy languid bopes. 

Inſteadrof ridiculing, or dreading an; heart-felt 
conviRion of thy loſt eſtate, thou now ſeeſt it is a 
deſirable privilege, an invaluable bleſſing. Ready 

to mourn, becauſe thou canſt not mourn, thou com- 
: plaineſt, that thou haſt only a confuſed view of thy 
total depravity. Thou wanteſt the feelings of the 
royal penitent, when he ſaid, Behold, I was fhapen - 
in iniquity, &c. I acknowledge my tranſgreſſions, and 
my fin is ever before me; but conſcious thou canſt not- 
raiſe them in thy heart by natural powers, thou 
defireſt ſome ſcriptural directions ſuitable to thy caſe. 
" Give me leave to introduce them by a few 
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© ow the nature and depth of prnitential forrow.. 


1 Thou knowefl, that except! thon truly repent, 
thou ſhalt ſurely periſh, and that there is no true 
repentance, where there is not true ſorrow for: fin, 

T1 rgoue, ſays: St. Paul to the Corinthians, that ye 
were made ſorry after a godly: manner - For godly ſorrow 
worketh' repentance to ſalvation, not to be repented f: 
but the ſorrom of the. world worketh death, Hence it 
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appears, that there are two forts of ſorrow ſpringing | 
from oppoſite ſources ; God and the world; the one 
a godly ſorrow, and the other the ſorrow of the wortd. 
Learn to diſtinguiſh them by their various cauſes 
and effects, ſo ſhalt thou avoid the danger of mif- 
taking the one for the other. - 

The ſorrow of the world, which many cover 
with the cloak of religion, ariſes from fear of con- 
tempt, dread of poverty, fecret jealouſy, revenge 
diſſatished, love diſappointed, baffled ſchemes, loſſes 
in buſineſs, unk indneſs of friends, provocation of 
enemies, or the death of ſome idolized relative. 
Nay, this ſorrow may ſometimes ſpring from a mix- 
ture of ſelf-righteous pride and flaviſh fear. Some 
cannot bear to be robbed of their fond hopes of me- 
riting heaven by their imaginary good works: 
They .loſe all patience, when they ſee their beſt 
righteouſneſs brought to light, and expoſed as fithy 
7235s : They are cut to the heart, when they hear, 
that their apparent good deeds deſerve puniſhment 
as well as their black enormities: Or like con- 
demned malefaQors, they dread the conſequences 
of their crimes, while they feel little or no horror 
for the crimes themſelves, 

Exceedingly fatal are the effeQts of this forrow, in 
the perſons whom it overcomes : Their indignant 
hearts, unable to bear either diſappointment, con- 
tradition, or condemnation, riſe againſt ſecond 
cauſes, or againſt the decrees of Providenee; fret 
at the ſtrictneſs of the law, or holineſs of the 'Law- 
"giver; and pine away with uninterrupted diſcon- 

/ tent, 
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tent. Hence, 988 at advice, direction, and 
conſolation, they wring their hands, or gnaw their 
| tongues with anguiſh ; impatience works them up into 
ſtupid ſullenneſs, or noiſy murmuring ; they com- 
plain, that their puniſiment is greater than they can 
bear; and, imagining they are more ſeverely dealt 

with than others, they haſtily conclude, Behold, 
this. evil is from the Lord, why ſhould I wait for him any 
longer ? Thus black deſpair ſeizes upon their ſpirits; 
and, if grace does not interpoſe, they either live on 
to fill up the meaſure of their iniquities, as Cain, 
Pharaoh, and Haman ; or madly lay violent hands 
upon themſelves, as Ahitophel, and Judas. 

This forrow cannot be too much guarded againſt, 


4 N as it not only deſtroys many perſons, but does im- 


menſe hurt to religion. For thoſe who are glad of 
any pretence to pour contempt upon godlineſs, tak- | 
ing occaſion from the inſtances of this ſorrow, har- 
den their own hearts, and prejudice all around 
them againſt the bleſſed, godly ſorrow, which every 
miniſter of the goſpel endeavours to excite; mali- 
- _  cioully repreſenting it as one and the ſame with 
the miſchievous ſorrow of the world, 
| Their miſtake will be evident, if we trace godly 
ſorrow back to its ſource. It does not ſpring mere- 
ly from fear of puniſhment ; but chiefly from hum- 
bling views of God's holineſs, the impurity of the 


human nature, the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin, and 


the tranſcendent excellency of the law, which 

condemns the ſinner, 
ge this bappy forrow differs not leſs Gi the 
ocker 
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other iti its effects than it does in its cauſe, The 
perſons who are bleſſed with it, far from murmur- 
ing, or fretting at tlie divine commandment, ſee it 
to be holy, juſt, and good, both in its preceptive and 
penal part. They ſo abſolutely acquieſce in it, that 
they would not alter it, if they could. They clear 
God, accuſe themſelves, ſubſeribe their own ſen- 
tence, and acknowledge, It is of the Lord's mercies, 
that we are not conſumed. Each of them can ſay, 
Wherefore ſhould a living man complain, a man for the 
puniſhment of fins ? It is good that he ſhould both hope, 
and quietly wait for God's ſalvation + I will therefore 
watch to ſee what he will ſay "unto me, for he will ſpeak 

peace unto ts people. Thus in a conſtant uſe of all 
the ordinances of God, they meekly wait, wreſtling | 
with their unbelieving fears, till victorious faith 
comes by hearing of the matchleſs love of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and then, fearing the Lord and hrs goodneſs, 
they fing jou e the Lamb, and run upon his de- 
lightful errands. 8 
As thou ſeeſt, ſerious Reader, the nature, neceſ. 
ſity, and excellence of godly forrow, thou art proba- 
bly deſirous of being informed, how deep thine 
muſt be, to conſtitute thee a true penitent. Know 
then, that it muſt be deep enough to imbitter thy 
moſt pleaſing, profitable, and habitual ſins, and tos 

prevent thy reſting without a clear ſenſe of thy pe- 
culiar intereſt in Chriſt, — It muſt be profound 
enough to make him and his goſpel infinitely pre- 
cious to thee, and to produce, en the ble. 
| | 6 ſed 
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ſed effects mentioned i in the fifth. Hh of * the N a 
 ceding treatiſe, | + holla org not . 
Io be more a A eee may cer 
tainly without deſpair or madneſs, go as far in godly 
forrow, as David does in his penitential pſalms, or 
our churchan the firſt part of the homily on faſting, 
When good men, ſays ſie, feel in themſelves the 
6 heavy. burden of fin, ſee damnation to be the re- 
4 ward of it, and behold wich the eye of their 
& mind the horror of hell, they tremble, they 
* quake, they are inwardly touched with ſorrow- 
&« fulneſs of heart for their offences, and cannot but 
% accuſe themſelves, and open their grief unto Al- 
4 mighty. God, and call on him for mercy. This 
being cone ſeriouſly, their mind is ſo occupied, 
4 partly with ſorrow and heavineſs, partly with an 
4 earneſt deſire to be delivered from this danger of 
©& hell and damnation, that all deſire of meat and 
& drink is laid aſide, and. loathing of all worldly _ 
„ things and pleaſures comes in place, ſo that they 
„like nothing better than to, weep, to lament, to 
„“ mourn, and both with words and behaviour of 
„ body, to ſhew themlelves weary of this life.“ 
Nevertheleſs it muſt be obſerved, that godly ſor- 
row needs not be equal, either in degree or dura 
tion, in all-penitents. Thoſe, whoſe hearts, through 
divine. grace, open as readily and gently as that of 
| Lydia, happily avoid many of David's pangs and 
Job's terxors. The powerful and inſtantaneous, or 
the gentle and gradual manner, in which ſouls are 
awakened;; the difference of conſtitutions; the 
peculiar 
- | 
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peculiar ſervices that a few are called to, and for | 
which they are prepared by peculiar exerciſes; the 
horrid aggravations that have attended the fins of 
ſome ; and the ſevere corre&ion, which the Lord 
is obliged to give others, for their ſtout reſiſtance 
againſt his grace —all this may help us to account 
for the various depths of diſtreſs, through which 
different penitents paſs in their 55 to Chriſt 1 
ſalvation. 

The Lord does not . afflict the children 
of men, any more than a tender father, unneceſſa- 
rily corre&s his diſobedient children: He only 
wants us to. forſake our fins, renounce our own 
imaginary righteouſneſs, and come to Chriſt to be 
made partakers of his merits, holineſs, and felicity, 
The ſorrow, which anſwers theſe ends, is quite ſuf- 
ficient ; though it ſhould be ever ſo light, and of ever 
ſo ſhort a duration. On the c ontrary, a diſtreſs as 
heavy as that of Judas is unavailable, if inſtead of 
driving us from fin to Jeſus Chriſt, it only'drives us 
from prophaneneſs to . or from Neur. 
tion to deſpair, ' 

If ſtill perplexed, thou aſkeſt what thou muſt 


do, to get a ſenſe of thy depravity, productive of 


true repentance ; I anſwer, that an affecting diſco- 
very of the guilt, nature, and danger of fin, is only 
attained by the aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, who 
alone effectually convinces the world of fin. John xvi. 
8. But the Lord has graciouſly appointed means, 
in the right uſe of which he never denies a ſinner _ 
the convincing and converting power of his bleſſed 

2 DR Spirit, 
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_ Spirit, and what they ae thou ut informed, inge 
. 


: Roh pans eu | 
Proper for an half-awakened finner, defirous of being 
Aub convinced of his corrupt and loſt eſtate. 


II. Beware of Fools, that make a mock at ſorrow 
for fin, and at fin itſelf, Beware of thoſe bund leaders 
of the blind, who having a form of godlineſs, deny the 
power thereof : Inſtead of pointing thee to the throne ' 
of grace, and bidding thee behold the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the fin of the world, they will only 
dire& thee to the church-walls and communion- 
table; and perhaps, if they ſee thee under dejection 
of ſpirit for thy ſins, they will recommend the 
play-houſe, the card-table,' or What they call * a 
chearful glaſs.” From ſuch turn away, or they will 
perſuade thee that repentance is melancholy ; con- 
viction of fin, deſpair; and the love of Oy! en- 
thuſiaſm. 2 Tim. iii. 5. 

That they may not be able to laugh, or frown 
thee out of the way of ſalvation, dwell in thy 
thoughts on God's awful perfections. Juſtice and 

judgment are the habitation f his throne. The unſpot- 
ted, reſplendent holineſs beaming forth from him, 
as from an immenſely glorious Sun of righteouſneſs, 

will ſhew thee thy fins as innumerable as the flying 
motes diſcovered in aduſty room, where the natural ſun 
can penetrate. Conſider that they are committed by a 
3 worm 
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worm of earth, againſt the Majeſty of heaven; and 
they will all appear to thee infinitely great: eſpe- 
cially if thou meaſureſt them, and thyſelf by the 
true rule, the oracles of God ; caſting away the 
three falſe ſtandards which ſelf-deceivers meaſure | 
themſelves by, namely, the good opinion of their 
worldly-minded neighbours, the defettive exam- 
ples of their fellow-finners, and the flattering ſug- 
geſtions of their own blind ſelf-love. | 
Follow the example of the noble Bereans : ſearch 
the ſcriptures daily, whether theſe things are jo, Acts 
xvii. 11. View'in:that faithful mirror, the picture 
both of the natural and of the regenerate man, and 
aſk thy conſcience which thou reſembleſt moſt. If, 
imitating the godly man deſcribed in the firſt pſalm, 
thou meditatg/t in the law of the Lord day and night; . 
the ſtraitneſs of the heavenly. rule, will ſoon-ſhew 
thee how : very far gone thy thoughts, words, 
actions, tompers, and nature, are from original 
righteouſneſs. 1 2 
: To this meditation, add a paid ſurvey of the: 
follies of thy childhood, the vanity of thy youth, the- 
worldly- in indedneſs of thy riper years, the capital 
tranſgreſſions which conſcience accuſes thee of, and 
the; hardneſs of heart, and alienation from the life of 
Cod, that theiſcriptures charge thee with. Confeſs- 
all to the Lord as thou art able, remembering that. 
| the wages of fin is death, who flies faſt upon thee? N 
with the wings of time — Death, who often gives no 
warniag, and uſhers in judgment, with all che her- | 
tors of hell,.or the joys of heaven; and pray, thats 
| 1 theſe 
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dying groans rent the-rocks, ſhook the earth, and open - 
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theſe awful realities may affect thee now, as. hey 
will-in thy laſt moments. ö 


TEE, Frequently refleQ, Deer stel e, a9y 
ſpiritual life, which cannot be repaired. but by a Re- 


ſurrection, a Neu- birth, or a new Creation, Col. iii. 1, 
John iii. 7. Gal. vi. g. and how deſperate the diſ- 
caſe of our fallen nature, which cannot be healed 


but with the blood of a divine Phyſician.  Confider, 


attentively conſider Him, whoſe piercing look ſof- 
tened the obdurate heart of curſing Peter, whoſe 
amazing ſufferings brought an hardened thief under 
the deepeſt concern for his falvation, and whoſe 


ed the graves. The tender flower of evangelical for- 
row grows beſt in the ſhade of his croſs: A believ- 
ing view of him, as ſuffering for thee, will melt hee 
into penitential tears, and ſeal upon thy relenting 


| heart the gratious promiſe, They ſhall, look upon him, 
* whom they have pierced, and mourn. Zech. xii. 10. 


In the mean time, improve the daily opportuni- 


7 ties, which thou haſt of ſtudying human corruption 


in the life and tempers of all around thee, but ehief- 
ly in thy own careleſs and deceitful heart: Take no- 
tice of its pride and ſelf-· ſeeking, of its riſings and 


ſecret workings, eſpecially chen unexpetted temp- 


"WO" trouble thy imaginary peace of mind: For, 
at ſuch a time, thy corruption, like the ſediment in 
off bottom of a vial that is We _—_ _ ns 
ie and ſtrength. 
Converſe frequently, if thou 2 ih W 
e eee of ſin. Attend a plain, hean- 
anni 


— 
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ſearching miniſtry as often as poſlible ; and when 
the ſword of the Spirit, the word of God, pierces 
thy ſoul, beware of fretful impatience. Inſtead of 
riſing with indignation againſt the preacher, and 
ſaying, as proud Ahab did to the man of God, Haſt 
thou found me, O mine enemy ? account him thy beſt 
friend, that wounds thee deepeſt, provided he 
brings thee - to Chrift for a cure: And when the 
arrows of the word fly abroad, drop the ſhield of 
unbelief, make bare thy breaſt, welcome the bleſſed 
ſhaft, and remember, that the only 'way of con- 
quering fin, is to fall wounded and helpleſs « at the 
Redeemer's feet. 

Nevertheleſs the impreſſions of the word will 
ſoon wear off, if thou doſt not importunately-intreat 
the Searcher of hearts, to light the candle of his grace 
in thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt clearly ſee whether 


thy inward parts are holineſs to the Lord, as thou-fond- 


ly ſuppoſedſt; or very wickedneſs, as the ſcripture teſ- 
tifies. It is only in God's light, that we can clear- 
ly diſcover our blindneſs... | 
This liglt, it e e 3 
ee the darkneſs comprehendeth it not. That this 
be not thy dreadful caſe, co not grieve and quench the 
convincing Spirit, by perſiſting in the wilful omiſ- 
fon of any duty, or deliberate commiſſion of any 
fn : Nothing but obftinate unbelief darkens.the mind, 
and hardens the heart, more than this. Therefore 
inſtead of burying thy one talent with the ſlot ful er- 
art, earneſily pray the Lord to make thee faithful 
| 80 2 55 kg; * 
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| tathy.conviftions, and 10 deepen wen daily till 


they end in a ſound.converſion.: ' 

In order to this, do not ſlightly heal the wd 
in thy conſcience: It is better to keep it open, than - 
to ſkin it over by improper means; Many, through 


a a natural forwardneſs and impatience, have recouile 


to them; and ruin is the conſequence of nt | 
take, That thou mayſt avoid it, ſerious Reader, I 
inireat My? Bay. . r to e following 


- 
- * * * * 7 . 
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Proper for a Penitent, who defires to make 1 calle 
and eleflion SURE. ., 
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my When thou haſt age dtwg vi views of thy m 
eſtite, beware of teſting like Felix in ſome pangs 
of fear, fits of trembling, and refolutions of turning 
to Cod b and by, when thou falt have a convenient! 
feaſon. Neither give place to deſponding thoughts, 
as if there was no appeal from the — of er 
tice to the b 4 


Run not for eaſe to vain. oil ben) indul- 


gente, entangling affections, immoderate ſleep, ex-. 
ceſſive drinking, or hurry of buſineſs. Cain built 


- city to divert his trouble of mind, and multitudes 


like him, by the cares of this world, the deceitfulneſs of 
riches, or the defire of other things, daily 'choak the 


| good ſeed, the precious ww of conviftion, Mark 


LS ery] 9 3% 2 ' . 
iv. 19. * 


Be not ſatisfied With faint defires o&f living: the 
life 
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life of the e or idle wiſhes of dying their 
death, Remember that the defire of the lothful kills 
him: and if thou haſt experienced ſome drawings 
of grace, meltings of heart, or breathings after 
God; fit not down at laſt, as the Laodiceans, in a 
careleſs ſtate, neither hot nor cold. It is far better 
to go on thy way weeping, and ſeeking the pearl of 
great price till thou really find it, than to reſt con- 
tented with an hafly conceit that thou art poſſeſſed. 
of it, when thou art not. | 

Stop not in an outward reformation, and a fo 
of godlineſs, ike many, who miſtake the means or 
doctrines of grace for grace itſelf; and becauſe they, 
ſay their heartleſs prayers both in public and pri- 
vate, or go far and often to hear thegoſpel preached 
in its purity, fondly bope, that they are the favou- 
rites of God, and in the high way to heaven. 

Under pretence of increaſing thy convictions, do 
not bury them in heaps. of religious books. Some 
read till their heads are confuſed, or their hearts 
faſt feeling. Thus, though ever learning, they are 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. Hear 
then, as well as read the word of life; but think 
not thyſelf converted when thou haſt received it with 
joy : The ftony-ground hearers went as far as this: 
Herod himſelf heard John gladly, honoured him, did 
many things, but left the moſt important undone ; for 
he never diſmiſſed the inceſtuous woman he lived 
with; and at laſt ſacrificed to her revenge, the ho- 
neſt preacher he once admired. 


Do not confound the covenant of works made with 
innocent 


* 
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innocent Adam before the fall, and the covenant. of 
n Adam after the fall. Gen. ii, 
17. and iii. 15. and Rom. v. 11—21, They are ex- 
cellent in their place, but when they are mixed to- 
gether, they deſtroy each other's efficacy. - The 
_ _ dreadful thunders, heard in paradiſe loſt; and the 
melodious ſongs uttered in paradiſe regained, do not 
ſtrike at once the ſame ſpiritual ear. The galling 
yoke of the law of works, and the heavy load of its 
condemnation are dropt; when we take upon us 
Chriſt's eaſy yoke, and ſubmit to his light burden. 
In a word, the firſt Adam gives place to the ſecond . 
when we find reft unto our ſouls, Let then the- curſe 
of the law of innocence, be ſwallowed by the bleſſing 
of the goſpel : or rather, let it make way for the 
grace of Chriſt in thy ſoul, as an emetic makes way 
for a cordial in a diſorderedſtomach. If thou tak- 
eſt them together, their reſpective uſe is pre vented. 
The firſt covenant loſes its humbling efficacy, and the 
ſecond its reſtorative power. Therefore, if thou 
haſt really received the ſentence of "death in thyſelf ; 
leave the curſe of the firſt covenant in the grave of 
Chriſt, crucified for thy fins; and welcome the par- 
doning, renovating grace of Chriſt, 21 nw for 
thy Juſtification. © + 

On the other hand, Pp not contented wht FSA 
culative knowledge, and una ffecting, though clear 
ideas. of the goſpel-way of falvation. Light in 
an unrenewed underſtanding, miſtaken for the myf- 


MC . in a pure 1 like an ii fatuus, or 
| + 3.4 ON 


SEEKERS » FOR SALVATION. 239 


falſe light, I64ds thouands through the bogs of fin 
into the pit of deſtruction. Acts viii. 13. 

Pacify not thy conſcience by activity in outward 
ſervices, and a warmth in God's cauſe: Party ſpirit, 
or natural ſteadineſs in carrying on a favourite 
ſcheme, yea, or ſeeking thy own glory, may be the 
ſprings that ſet thee on work.  Jehu faithfully de- 
ſtroyed Baal and. Jezebel, but his zeal for the Lord 
covered the ſecret: defire of a crown. Take care 
alſo,” not to miſtake gifts for graces; fluency» of 
ſpeech for converting power; the warmth of natu- 

ral affection for divine love; or an impulle of God's 
Spirit, -on-ſome particular occaſion, for an evidence 
of ſpiritual regeneration. Balaam ſpoke and pro- 
pheſied like a child of God, and many will one day 

ſay to Chriſt, Lord, have we not prophefied, ſpoke all 
myſteries, caſt out dewls, and done many wonderful works 
in thy name; to whom he will anſwer, Depart frem 
me, 1 know you net. 8 

Avoid the ſelf-conceit of many, who feed on the 
corrupted manna of their paſt experiences, and 
confidently appeal to the waſted ſtreams, of thoſe 

conſolations, which once refreſhed their hearts; 
when alas! it is evident, they have now forſaken the 
fountain of living water, and hewn to themſelves broken - 
ciſterns that hold no water; unleſs the mire of evil 
tempers, ſelfiſh views, and heartleſs profeſſions of 
faith, may paſs for the fireams which gladden on n 

of God, © 

Neither do thou ary thyſelf by 33 of Pa 
row, by tears, good deſires, or outward marks of 
humiliation 


„ As ADDRESS To AA 
ee as king Ahab, Nor by encet- 


—.— as many Roman Catholics: Nor yet 
by miſapplying the doctrine of predeſtination, and 
ſetting down notions of election for evidences of 
ſalvation, as many Proteſtants: No, nor by doting 
about queſtions, firifes of words, and perverſe difputings, 
which eat as a canker, as Tome in St. ee oy 
too many in ours. 1 Tim. vi. 4. 

 Toconclude, think not thou art abſolutely made 
whole when the power of outward fin is weakened 
or ſuſpended, when thou haſt learned the language 
of Canaan, canſt ſpeak or write well on ſpiritual 
ſubjełts, art intimately acquainted with the beſt mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and haſt caſt thy lot among the 
deſpiſed children of God, taken their part, ſhared 


in their reproach, and ſecured their eſteem and 


prayers. Judas did ſo for years: Saul was once alſo 
among the prophets : Ananias and Sapphira were ſup- 


poſed to be good believers for a time, the fooliſh 


virgins joined in ſociety with the wiſe, and were 
perhaps unſuſpected, to the laſt; and Peter himſelf 


ſtood in need of converfion, long after he had out- 


wardly left all to follow Chriſt. Luke xxii. 32. 80 
important is that charge of our Lord! Strive to enter 
in at the ſtrait gate, for many will ſeck to enter in and 
Mall not be able. 

Jo theſe cautions againſt the various ways, by 
which the generality of penitents ſkin over the 
wound of fin in their conſcience, permit me to 
add an 


Evan- 


ve faſting, retiring: from buſineſs, or hard uſage 
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Evancericatr EXHORTATION, 


Pointing out the divine method of a found cure, which, © : 
though leaſt regarded, and laſt tried, by moſt ſinners, 
is not only effettual in ſome, bit infallible in ALL 
. | | 


IV. Wouldſt thou, ſerious Reader, be made . 
| whole in an evangelical manner? To thy convic- 
tions of original and aftual fin muſt be added, a. 
conviction of unbelief. Feel then, that thou haſt 
neglected Chriſt's great ſalvation : Own thou didſt 
never aſk, or never perſevere in aſking the unſeign- 
ed, ſaving, powerful faith, by which the atonement 
is received and enjoyed, Rom. v. 11. Acknows 
ledge, that the faith thou haſt hitherto reſted in, 
was not that gift of God, that grace of his own vpera- 
tion, wrought in thee according to the working of his 
 mizhly power, and mentioned Eph. 1i. 8. Col. ii. 
12. Eph.1. 19. And conſeſs, it was not the right 
chriſtian faith; becauſe it chiefly grew from the = 
of prejudice and education, as the faith of Je 
and Turks; and not from the ſeed of divine grace 
and power, as the faith of St. Paul, Gal. i. 1g. and 
becauſe it never yielded the heavenly fruits which 


| goſpel-faith infallibly produces: Such as — a vital 
union with C hri, Gal. ii. 20. — The pardon of fins, 
Col. i. 14. Acts xiii, 30. Peace with God, Rm. 
g v. 1. Dominion ober fin, Rom. vi. 14.—ViAory over 

J 


the world, 1 John v. 4. — The crucifexton of the fleſh, - 
Gal. v.— Power to quench the fiery darts of the wicked, 


o 
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Epb. vi. 15.— Joy unſpeakable, 1 Pet. i. 8.— And the 
| ſalvation of thy foul, 1 Pet. i. g. Heb. x. 39 
Be not afraid of this conviction of unbelief; for 


it generally goes before divine faith, as the fermen- 
tation of a grain of corn in the earth, is previous 
to its ſhooting its ſtalk towards heaven. God con- 
: cludes, ſhuts us up in unbelief, ſays St. Paul, that he ® 
1þ may have mercy upon us. Rom, xi. 9%. When the 
Com forter is come, ſays our Lord, ke will convince the 
world of fin, becauſe they believe not in mc. This is the 
tranſgreſſion which peculiarly deſerves the name of 
Fin, as being the damning fin according to the goſ- 
pel, Mark xvi. 16, the ſin that binds upon us the 
guilt of all our other iniquities, and keeps up the 
power of all our corruptions. Its immediate effett 
is to harden the heart, Mark xvi. 24, and make it 
depart from the living God, Heb. iii. 12: and this 
| hardneſs and departure are the genuine parenis of 
all our actual fins, the number and blackneſs of 
which increaſes or decreaſes, as the frength of un- 
belief grows or decays. | 
A conviftion of this fin is of the utmoſt import- 
| ance, as nothing but an affecting ſenſe of its hei- 
nouſneſs and power, can make us entirely weary of 
_ ourſelves — nothing but a fight of its deſtructive 
nature can prevent our reſting without a compleat 
But when thou art once convinced of unbelicf, | 
ds not increaſe the difficulty of believing. by ima- 
gining true faith at an immenſe diſtance. Conſider 
- Ie” as Very near "wy heart. That which convinces | 
Fg then 


1 
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_ of fin and unbelief can in a moment, and with 
| the greateſt eaſe, convince thee of righteouſneſs, | 
and reveal in ther Chrift the hope of glory. How quick- 
ly can the Spirit take of the things that belong to 
him; and ſhow them unto thee ! Say not then in thy 
heart, Who fhall aſcend into heaven, or defernd into the 
deep to get me the ſeed of faith? But let St. Paul 
ſhew thee the new and living way. Ne word is nigh 
_ thee, ſays he, even in thy mouth and in thy heart, that 
is the word of faith which we preach ; that if thou ſhalt | 
confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſalt believe 
in thy heart that God hath raiſed him from The dead, 3 
thou ſhalt be ſaved; for we are ſaved Y faith, faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the ein F God, 
Hear then the word of the Lord, ' 
Are thy fins really grievous to thee? 15 che pur- | 
den of them intolerable ? * Wouldſt bob p part with 237 
it at any rate ? Doſt thou fully renounce thy ſpecu- 
lative and barren faith? Haſt tou received the 
ſentence of eternal death i in thy conſcience, acknow- 
ledging thy caſe [for any thing thou canſt do' with- 
out Chriſt] helpleſs, hopeleſs, deſperate! ? And art 
thou truly brought to the grand inquiry, What muſt - 
I do to be ſaved ? See, feel, confeſs, that thou ſtand- 
eſt in abſolute need of a divine Phyfician, an al- 


mighty Redeemer ; and, that the God-man Jefus 5 | 


Chriſt, joins both thoſe extraordinary characters in 
his wonderful perſon. Submit to be ſaved by, gracky 
by free grace, through his infinite merits, and not 
thy wretched deſerts; and, inftead of oppoſing, con. 


| * weis ams ehm 
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tinually ſtudy God's wonderful method of Sui fin= 
ners, the worſt of finners, by faith in his blood. 
Tuer is no name but his under heaven, whereby we 
muſt be ſaved; neither is there cure, or ſalvation in any 
ether, Acts iv. 12. As by him. all things were created, 
Joby him they ſubfift, and by him they muſt be reſtor- 
ed. The power of his word and breath, made man 
a living ſoul; and now that we are dead to God, 
me ſame power, applying his blood and 1ighteoul- | 
neſs, muſt create in us clean hearts, and renew right 
ſpirits within us. This, and this only, heals wound- 
ed conſciences, waſhes polluted ſouls, and raiſes the 
dead i in treſpaſſes and ſins. 
Wouldſt thou then be made whole ? Determine, 
as St. Paul, to know nothing but Chrift, and him cruci- 
| Kad: Aim at believing; realizing, applicatory 
views of what he is, and what he has done and ſuf- | 
fered for thee. Through all the clouds of thy guilt 
and unbelief, which will vaniſh before our Sun of 
righteouſneſs, as miſts before the material ſun, bchold 
kim as the Lamb of God, that taketh away the fin of the 
| world, and thine, —See the immenſe dignity of his 
perſon; Fe is God over all bleſſed for ever; and yet he 
condeſcends to be Emmanuel, God with us, fleſh of our 
fleſh, and bone of our bone. — Conſider the inexpreſſi- 
ble value, and inconceivable efficacy of his pre- 
cious, all- atoning blood. It is the blood of the ſa- 
cred body, aſſumed by the eternal Logos, when he - 
appeared in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, both as a victim 
and a prieſt, to ſuffer the penalty of his own righ- 
teous law for us, and to put away fin by the ſacrifice of 
na himſelf 


— Fo | - 
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kinflf—the blood of thi lamb of Cod, Inis ts pralle. 
many nation: the blood of that myſterious: Being, 
who fills the boſom of the Father, and the everlaſting 
throne, at whole feet all the heavenly Powers caſt 
their crowns; and to whom, in the midſt of the ac- 
clammations and adorations of an innumerabletompany: 
of angels, in the midſt of ſounding trumpets, thunder- 
ings, lightnings, and voices, the ſpirit of juſt men made 
perſelt aſcribe ſalvation, free, full, immenſely dear. 
bought ſalvation: And, to ſay all in one word, it is - 
the blood of God maniſeſt in the fleſh. Acts XX. 28. 
1 Tim. iii. 15. For Jenovan our righteouſneſs ig the 
Seed of the woman and the Son of man: The Godbiead 
and the manhood are wonderfully joined in him: 
and in conſequence of this myſterious union, he is. 
not only a proper mediator between God and man, bat 
the ſole medium of reconciliation and union, be- 
tween the offended Majeſty of heaven and: the re- 
bellious ſons of Adam. As the brazen ſerpent. lift- 
ed up in the wilderneſs, when viewed by the 
wounded Iſraelites, was the only means by which 
the poiſon of the fiery ſerpents could be expelled, 
and health reſtored to their tortured, dying bodies: 
So Jeſus lifted up on the croſs, when beheld by tha 
eye of faith, as bleeding and dying in our ſtead, is 
the only way by which fin, the ſting of death, c 
be extracted out of our guilty, periſhing fouls: th 
only antidote that can reſtore us to ſaving health 
and eternal life. John iii. 14. Apply 'whatevet _ 
ve will, beſides this ſovereign een 
* n 


* 


Pg 
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v but can never heal the ned and 
But ee Sinner, that Faith 8 can 1 


the bleſſed application. Adam fell by reje&ing in 


unbelief the word of threatning, and thou canſt 


never riſe, but by receiving in faith the word of e- 


conciliation. Gen. ii. 17. 2 Cor. v. 19. Inſtead 


then of confuſing thy thoughts, and ſcattering thy 
deſires by the purſuit of a variety of objects; remem- 


ber that one thing is needful for thee—Chriſt and his 


falvation received by faith: For, to as many as re- 


tere him, he gives power to become the ſous of God, aer 
to them that believe on his name. Beſeech him, there- 
fore, to manifeſt himſelf to thee by his word and 
Spirit. He in the author and finiſher of faith, the 


giver of every good and perfect gift; aſk of him an 


ul, folemn found, will raiſe thy drooping ſpirits, 
nud make thee fix the eye of thy mind on the fign 


heartfelt confidence, that God fo loved thee, as to 
give his only begotten Son, that thou fhouldſt not periſh, 
ee everlafting life, 'a firm confidence, that aa 


| he firſt Adam wilfully ruined thee ;-ſo he, the ſec _ 


tond Adam, freely loved thee, and gave himfelf for thee: 
And. chat thou haft redemption through his blood, the 
Jergivens of Jas wot according to thy merits, but 


+: The leaſt degree of this . confi- 


him, whG ix our life and peace, our ſtrength and righ- 
teoufneſs. The everlaſting goſpel will then be muſic 
in thine ears, and power in thy heart, Its chear- 


; 


— 


% 
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of the Son of man, the up-lifted ae e croſs: 
And oh! while the ſelf-righteous ſee nothing there 
but the deſpiſed, rejefied man of ſorrow, what wilt 
thou diſcover? God in Chriſt reconciling the world unto 
himſelf |—God manifeſt in the fleſh to deſtroy the works 
15 of the devil! Jehovah Feſus, the Captain of our ſalua- 
tion, treading the wine-preſs of the fiercencſs and wrath 
of the Almighty ! Of the people there was none with him, 
therefore his own arm brought ſalvation unto him. 
While the goſpel trumpet is blown in Sion, and the 
ſelf· hardened, ſcoffing infidel, hears it with diſdain 
ad ridicule, what joy will the awful declarations 
convey te thy penitent and liſtening ſoul! With 
what rapturous delight wilt thou hang upon the 
lips of the meſſengers of peace, the ſons of conſo- 
lation, who preach free falvation by the blood of 
Jeſus! While he himſelf, confirming the word of his 
fervants, ſays to the melting heart, with his fill, 
£1 fmall, and yet powerful, renovating voice: Behold, E 
fit upon my throne making all things new— The words 
that I ſpeak are ſpirit and le do not condemn thee, 
thy fins are forgiven — Be thou clean—Thy faith hath 
ſaved thee—Go in peace and fin no more. Rev. xxi. ge 
John vi. 6g. Luke vii. 48, 50. Matt. viii. 3. - 


viii. 1 1. 


| And oh! what will thy witty enlarged beark 


experience in that day of God's power, and thy ſpiri- 

© tual birth! Chriſt the true /ight of the world, the eter- 

| nal life of men, coming ſuddenly to his temple, and fils 
| ling it with the light of his countenance, and the 
8 power of his reſurrection !— Chriſt ſiedding abroad 
2 
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A thy raviſhed- foul, the love of thy heavenly Father, 
thy. bittereſt enemies, and all mankind! — In 2 
word, the Holy Ghoſt given unto thee / Or, Chriſt 


a N in thy heart by faith! John i. 4. 1 John v. 


» Rom. viii. 15, and v. 5. Gal. i. 16. 2 1. 
. and iii. 17. | | 
"Being thus made partaker of Chrif, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Heb. iii. 14, and vi. 4, thy loving heart, thy 
praifing lips, thy blameleſs life will agree to teſtify, 
that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive fins, 
and that if any man is in Chriſt, he is a new creature, 
ald things are paſſed away; behold, RCW 

new. Matt. ix. 6. 2 Cor. v. 7. 
Till this is thy happy experience, — (as the : 
drawings of the Father, and convictions of the Spi- 
- fit will enable thee) earneſtly pray for living faith, 
for a faith that may be to thee the ſubſtance of the par- 
don thou hapeſt for, and the evidence of the great ſacri- 
ice thou doft not fee, but which our divine ſutety 


deplorable thing it is, that thou ſhouldeſt be pre- 
vented from claiming, receiving, enjoying the de- 
- lightful knowledge of thy intereſt in the Redeem» 
ers death; when his pardoning love, and the word 
of his grace, offer it thee without money and without 
| price, andablolutely nothang but infatuating unbelicf 
or ſpiritual floth, keeps thee from the invaluable 
' | blefling, Be not ſatisfied idly to wait in the divine 
| ordinances, till thou ſerſt thekingdom of Cad come with 

" "ot | i" TEL LF | Priſoner 


really offered upon the croſs for thee, Conſider ho- 
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- Priſoner of hope, be ſtrong, be bold, 
: Caſt off thy doubts, diſdain to fear, 
Dare to believe, on Chriſt lay hold; 
Wreſtle with Chriſt in mighty prayer : 
Tell him, I wilt not let thee go, 
Till I thy name, thy nature know. 


Be attentive to the ealls of the Spirit, and follow 
the drawings of the Father, till they bring thee to 
| the Son; and keep thine eye upon the. dawning 
light of the goſpel, till te morning-ſtar ariſe in thy 
| heart. Venture, conſidently venture upon the 
boundleſs mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt, If a ſpi- 
rit of infirmity bows thee down, yield not to it, fe- 
venty times ſevengtimes, try to ariſe and look up, cal- 
ling aloud for help againſt it. Say, if poſſible with 
tears, as the diſtreſt father in the goſpel, Lord, f 
believe, or, Lord I would believe, help thou my unbe- 
lief: Or with tempted Job, Though thou flay me, yet 
will I truſt in thee. 
In this manner knock with the . of the 
importunate widow, till the door of faith open, 
and thou begin to fee the ſalvation of God. But ſtop 
not here at the threſhold of Chriſtianity. Have 
boldneſs to enter into the folie: A the blood of Jeſuss 
Go on from faith to faith, till thy day of Pentecoſt is 
Fully come, till thou art endued with power from on hugh, 
F baptized with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire, and ſealed 
with that holy Spirit of promiſe, which Chriſt received 
of the Father, and abundantly fhed on his ſervants and 
Wy IRE handmaids, _- 
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©» Randmaids, when he was glorified. Compare Mait, 

4. 11. Epb. i. 43. John vii. gg. AQsi. 3, 8, 

and it. g2, 39, and viii. 15, and ix. 2. Nun 

vii. 39. Tit. iii. 5. 

In the mean time, uſe all the means faith che 

dn eye to their end; ftir up the gift of hope that is in 
tec; and to raiſe thy drogping expectation, receive 
the encouraging teſtimony of God's redeemed, prail- | 
ing people, whoſe hearts and tongues are ready to 

teſtify to thy ears, what the following lines declare 
t erg yes. | | 


Tap That which ks Mee and heard declare we 
wnto you, that you alſo may have fellowſhip with us, and 
truly our fellowſhip is with the Father®and with tis Son 
Fefus Chriſt. For the life was manifeſted, and we have | 
ſeen it, and bear witneſs, and ſhew unto you that eternal 
life, which was with the Father, and ts manifeſted unto 
us. Ves, we have found him, of whom Moſes and the 
Prophets did write. From bleſſed experience we de- 
clare, that the Meſſiah is come, that his eſſence is 
. Love incarnate, his name free Salvation, and his de- 
light the eternal happineſs of the children of men, 
He is the chief among ten thouſand prophets, prieſts, 
kings, and ſaviours ; he is altogether lovely. We 
ſtaked our fouls upon his eternal truth, and it was 
done. to us, both according to his word and our 
faith: Therefore with humble joy we declare, that 
he anſwers the prayers, and delivers the ſouls of pe- 
riſhing ſinners, as YR as he ek. in the days 
ol his fleſh, 


Upon 
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| pac trial, a thouknd: times forcefully nepeat av 
ed, we proclaim him the help of the helpleſs, the. 


hope of the hopeleſs, the health of the ſick, the 


ſtrength of the weak, the riches of the poor, the 


peace of the diſquieted, the comfort of the afflited, 
the light of thoſe that fit in darkneſs, the companion 
of the deſolate, the friend of the friendleſs, the way. 
of the bewildered, the wiſdom of the, fooliſh, che 


"righteouſneſs of the ungodly, the fanQikcation f 


the unholy, the redemption-of captives, the joy of 
mourners, the glory of the infamous, and ina word, 
the ſalvation of the loſt, | 


Though be was the Creator of men * angels, Sy 


he vouchſafed to be born of a woman, that we, the 
wretched offspring of degenerate Adam, might be. 
born again, born of God, Though be had ſtretch- 
ed forth the heavens like a cuitain, and beſpangled _ 
them with ſtars innumerable ; he wrapped himſelf 
in the ſcanty, fading garment of our fleſh, and put 
on the vail of - eur miſerable humanity, that we 
might be inveſted with the glory, and communis | 
cable perfeRions of the divine nature. Though he | 
was the King of kings, and Lord of lords, he did | 
not diſdain to take upon him the form and office of 
a ſervant, that we might be delivered from the la- 
very of Satan, and that angels might be ſent forth to. 

miniſter for us, who! are the heirs of ſalvation. 
Though he was the fulneſs of him -who fills all in ally 
he worked, that we might not want; toiled, that 


ve might reſt ; and endured hunger and thirſt, that 


. eat the bread of 
1 5 life, 
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life, Jour" drmak with him the myſtic wine of his Fa. 


ther's kingdom. His omnipotent word covers a2 


thouſand hills with verdure, and clothes millions 
of creatures: with rich furrs, glittering ſcales, and 
ſhining plumage; but O infinite: condeſcenſion! 
he ſubmitted to be ſtript of his plain raiment, that 


our ſhame might not appear; he became naked, 


that we might be adorned with robes of righteouſneſs, 
and garments of ſalvation; Though his riches were 
imm̃enſe and unſearchable like himſelf, though 
heaven was his throne, and earth his footſtool, he 
- became poor, and was deſtitute of a place where to | 
lay his head, that we might be rich in faith here, 
and heirs of the kingdom hereafter, Though he 
was, is now, and ever ſhall be the joy of the hea- 
venly powers, and the objett of their deepeſt ado- 
ration; be was voluntarily deſpiſed of men, that 
we might be honoured of God : He was acquaint- 
ed too with griefs, that we might rejoice with joy 
unſpeakable, and Full of glory. Though ſupreme 
| Lawgiver and Judge of all, maichleſs love made 
him yield to be judged, and unjuſtly condemned 
at Pilate's bar, that we might be honourably ac- 
quitted, and glorioufly rewarded before his awful F 
tribunal. Though archangels laid their crowns at 
his feet, and Seraphim veiled their faces before him, 
unable to ſtand the dazzling effulgence of his glo- 
ry; he ſuffered himſelf to be derided; ſcoffed, ſpit 
upon, ſcourged, and ctowned with thorns; that we 
might be acknowledged, applauded, embraced, 
* * with never fading crowns of righ- 
 teouſnels 
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teouſneſs and glory. -Thi-Lord of Her in BF 


he is deſervedly called Wonderful Counſellor, the ever- 


laſting Father, the mighty Cod, the Prince "of pearez 
cherubic legions fly at his rod; and yet, aftoniſh- 
ing humiliation? "His ſhoulders, on which is, laid the 


government of the world, felt the infamous load of _ 
a male factors croſs; and barbarous ſoldiers follow. 


ed by zn enraged mob, led him as a lamb to the 
ſlaughter, that we might be delivered from the hea- 
vy curſe of the law, and gently conveyed: by celeſ. 


tial Poweis into Abrahart' S boſom. Let all the an- Sl 


gels of God worſhip him, is the great decree, to which 
the heavenly Hierarchy ſubmits with inceſſant tranl- 
ports of the moſt ardent devotion : and yet, he was 
crucified' as an execrable wretch, guilry of treaſon 


and blaſphemy ; that WE, daring rebels and abomi- 525 | 


nable ſinners, might be made kings and priefts "Unto 
Cod, pariaking of his higheſt glory, 35 he parttok & 
our deepeſt ſhame: And, to crown his loving- 


kindneſs, he expired in the midſt of rending rocks, 


and a ſupernatural darkneſs; that We might feel his 
tender mexcies, and be indulged with the light of 
heaven when we go through the dreary valley-of . 
the morons to n 


? 
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b / Harvey this 3 cure: 
And ih ſtep let higher wonder riſe! 
Pardon ſor inſinite offence } and pardon 
Through means that ſpeak its rand: 21, 

A pardon bought with blood! with blood abel 
n divine of him, made our foe !... 
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Perſiſted to provoke! though wo d and ad, 
Bleſs d and chaſtis'd, bold, fagran rebels ll} 
Bold rebels midſt the thunders of his throne! | 


| Nor we alone! a rebel univerſe! 


R of the foul be dies. 


. Having through 88 of 


(Gol dale death for en man, nod perfumed the | 
| grave for believers, | 


he m6? Ho rele? He twoke the bare of dew, ';* 


Oh the burſt gates, cruſh'd ſting, demoliſh'd throne, ' 
Laſt gaſp of vanquiſh'd death! Shout, earth and 


heav'n, - 

This fun of good to man; whoſe nature, 1 * 
Took wing, and mounted with him from the tomb! 6 
Then, then, we roſe; then firſt humanity 


, _ the chryſtal gates of light. | 5 


| . YOUNG. 
0 the depth inks myſtery 6f faith! O the 


; breadth, the length, the heighth of the love of 
Chriſt 1 All his ſtupendous humiliation from his 
Father's boſom,” through the virgin's womb, to the 
accunſed tree; all his aſtoniſhing exakation, from 


the duſt of the grave, and the ſorrows of hell, to 
the joys of heaven, and the higheſt throne of glory; 
all this immenſe progreſs of incarnate love—all, all 


is ours! His myſterious incarnation reunites and in- 
'  dears us to Cod; his natural birth procurcs our ſpi- 


ritual regeneration; his unſpotted life reſtores-us 8 | 


” 


and aggravated by the moſt uncommon arid horrid 
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calm repoſe ;' his bloody ſweat . 85 
manifold. pollutions; his deep wounds diſtil tbe 


balm that heals our envenomed ſores; his perfeſt 


obedience is our firft title to endleſs felicity ; his 


full atonement purchaſes our free juſtification ; his 


cruel death is the ſpring of immortal life ; his grave, 
the gate of heaven; his reſurre&ion, the pledge of 
glory; his aſcenſion, the triumph of our ſouls; his 
ſitting at the right hand of the Majeſty on high, the 

carneſt of our future coronation” and exalted feli- 


city; and his prevailing interceſſion, the inexhauf 


tible fountain of all our bleſſings. ' 

. lied 5s wh 
of pardoning love; taſte with us, that the Lord is 
gracious, Let not a falſe humility detain thee, un- 


der pretence, that © thou art not yet humbled and 


broken enough for fin.” Alas! who can humble 
thee but Jeſus, that ſays, Without me ye can do nothing? 
And how canſt theu be broken, but by falling upon 

this chief corner-ftone? If humiliation and contrition 
are parts of the ſalvation which he merited forthee, 


is it not the quinteſſence of ſelf-righteouſneſs, to at- 


tempt to obtain them without him? Away then, 


for ever away with ſuch a dangerous excuſe! 


Nor let the remembrance of thy ſins keep thee 
from the ſpeedieſt application to Jeſus for grace and 


| pardon, , What! though thy crimes are of the 


deepeſt dye, and moſt enormous magnitude; though 
they are innumerable as the ſand on the fea ſhore, 


Mehr moe, yet” thou needeſt not deſpair: He 
RX 2 1 has 
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. ai fer fac of every kind, and an- 
oe of eyery degree; his N cleanſes n ALL 
| 72 

He is a Redeemer moſt Gat; fitted, a Sa- 
viour moſt compleatly qualified to reftore- corrupt, 
guilty, apoſtate, undone mankind; the vileſt of 
the vile, the fouleft of the foul not exeepied. He 
is almighty, and therefore perfectly able to reſtore 
lapſed powers, root up inveterate habits, and im- 
plant heavenly tempers. He is love itſelf, compaſ- 
| ſionate, merciful, pardoning love, become incarnate 
for thee. And ſhall he, that ſpared not his own 
life, but delivered himſelf up for us all—ſhall he 
not with his own blood, alſo freely. give us all 
things? 7 
Behold, oh behold him with thi Page” thy faiths 
Cruelly torn with various inftruments of torture, 
he hangs aloft on the accurſed tree, between two = 
of the moſt execrable malefactors; and there, in- 
ſulted more than they, he bears our infamous load 


| "ww He knows no fin, and yet he is made fin for | 


He becomes @ curſe, to redeem us from the curſe of 
jp law His own ſelf bears our fins in his own body on 
the tree : He is wounded for our tranſgreſions, and 
bruiſed for our iniquilies; the chaſtiſement of our peace 
is upon him, God hath laid on him —_— e 
end with his ſtripes we are healed.” 

__ - EE; Pax Dor FOR LOST sINN ERS is written | 
wich pointed ſteel and ſtreaming blood, on his 
pierced hands and feet : The double flood iſſuing 
from: Is 8855 mord than ſeals the dear- 
5 bought 


” - * * 
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bought bleſſing: The hand-writing again us is * 
nailed to his croſs, and blotted out with his precious 
blood : His open arms invite, draw, and welcome 
returning prodigals; and there encircled, the worlt 
of finners may find a ſafe and delightful retreat, 2 
real and preſent heaven. 2308 
O finner, let thy heart fly thither on the wings 64 
of eager expeftation and impetuous defire—By all 
that is near, dear, and ſacred to thee, fly—Fly from 
eternal death Fly for eternal life. The law, vio- 
lated by ten thouſand tranſgreſſions, purſues thee 
with ten thouſand curſes: The ſword of divine Ven- 
geance flames over thy devoted head: Sin, the ſting | 
of death, has been a thouſand times ſhot into thy 
wretched breaſt ;. its ſubtle and dire poiſon continue 
8 ally works in thy hardened, or diſtreſſed heart: 
. Guilt, the fling of fin—the never -· dying worm, per- 
petually benumbs thy ftupid ſoul, or gnaws thy 
| reſtleſs conſcience : Raging Lufts, thoſe ſparks of 
; the fire of hell, which nothing but the blood of the: 
7 croſs can quench; or fierce Paſfions, thoſe flaſhes of 
4 infernal lightning, that portend an impending ſtorm, | 
/ 
2 


frequently break out in thy benighted ſoul ; an; . 
heart-felt pledge of tormenting flames ; Satan, 1e | 

. thou haſt perhaps invoked by horrid imprecations,. 

a goes about as a roaring lion, ſeeking to enſnare his 
careleſs votary, or devour his deſperate worſhippers: 
Death levels his pointed ſpear, at thy. thoughtleſs 

a thing hae”; Heil itſelf is moved from be- 

ncath, 10 meet thee at thy coming; and the Graus 


* 2 e tapes 


66 


F wr . 


— 
— 
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8 ready 10 cloſe mee 
vpn her accurſed prey. , 


Fly then, miſerable finner—if hy fleſh is not : 
braſs, and thou canſt not dwell with everlaſting 
burnings, fly for ſhelter to the bloody croſs of Jeſus; 
There thou wilt meet him, who was, and is, and is 
to come;, Emmanuel, God with us, who appeared as 
the ſon of man; to make his ſoul an offering for fin, 
for thy ſin; and ſaved thy life from deſtruction, by 
loſing his own in pangs, which made the ſun turn 
pale, ſhook the earth, and cauſed. the ſhattered 
graves to give up their dead. | 
He is even now near to thy heart; he lands at 
the door, and gently knocks by the word of his 
grace, If thou heareſt his voice, and openeſt by. 
believing, he will come in; the word of reconcili- 
ation ſhall be powerfully. ingrafted in thy heart; 
thou ſhalt know, experimentally know the truth, 
and the truth ſhall make thee free. Aſſured that 
he hath by himſelf purged thy fins, aboliſhed death, 
and brought life and immortality to light through 
the goſpel, thou ſhalt ſup with him and he with 
thee ; thou ſhalt cat the bread of God, which came 
down from heaven, to give life to a periſhing 
world. Evangelical truth received by faith, will 
heal, nouriſh, comfort, and ſanRify thy ſoul. 
But perhaps thy guilty heart receives no conſola- 
tion from theſe lines. Thou ſtill conſidereſt Chriſt 
only as a ſevere Lawgiver, or as an inflexible 
| Judge ; and not as the propitiation for thy fins, and 
thy FOG, all- Provelling Advocate with the 
Father, 
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Father. Oh! how doſt thou wrong both bim, and 
thyſelf, by ſuch falſe conceptions! And how foo 
would thy gloomy fears give place to triumphant 
joy, if thy thoughts of him correſponded with his 
gracious deſigns concernipg thee> _ 

Wouldſt thou know him better; behold him 
through the glaſs of his word, and not through the 


miſt of thy fears; and thou wilt ſee that, far from 
watching over thee for evil, he fixes upon thee the 


piercing eye of his redeeming love; waits, that he 
may be gracious to thy ſoul, and calls, continually 


calls for thee. Oh! if thou haſt an ear liſten, and 


as thou liſteneſt, wonder. at the kind, reviving | 
words, which proceed out of his mouth. 


VI. 1 Comfort ye, fd ye my . ſays 
the Lord; ſpeak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem, and 
8 3 ; cry 
+ This part of the addreſs is almoſt literally tranſcribed from 
the ſcripture, and it is' deſigned for none but moutpers in Sion, 
dejected ſinners, who are backward to come to Chriſt, that they 


may have life. Theſe want line upon line, and invitation upon in- 


vitation; and it is well if, after all, they are encouraged to come. 
As for full ſouls, I know they will loath this honey: comb. But 
while they complain “ it has too many cells, and they are filled 
with the fame thing 7” ſome poor hungry bearts will ſay, *© One 
thing is needful for us. We cannot have too much virgin- honey; 
it's fweetnefs makes amends for the want of variety. If the manna 
falls abundartly round our tents, it will ſtir us up to praiſe, and 
not to murmur, Fulneſs of the bread of life will not make 8 
wax fat and kick ke ſeſhurun, bur bleſs God for his rich profus . 


kon, and with the diſciples, we ſhall e even WY % joy 
that nothing be loft.” 
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cry unto her, that her warfare is accompliſhed, 
x: +. and her iniquity is pardoned; for, in me, the 
© hath received of the Lord's hand, double for all 
her fins : He is well pleaſed for my righteouſneſs 
_ © ſake, I have magnified the law, and made it ho- 
6 nourable; I have been lifted up, and now I draw 
all men unto me. My delights are with the ſons 
of men, and therefore am I exalted, that I may 
have mercy upon them; Behold, I come with a 
- + ſtrong hand, my reward is with me, and my work 
before me. Every valley ſhall be exalted, every 
mountain and hill ſhall be made low); the crook- 
Jen ſhall be made ſtrait, and the rough places 

plain; my glory ſhall be revealed, and all feſh 
© ſhall ſee it together.” 

Hearken unto me, ye ſtout-hearted, that are 


far from righteouſneſs; I bring near my righteouſ- 


e neſs, it ſhall not be far off, and my ſalvation ſhall 
not tarry. Seek ye me while 1 may be found, 
call upon me while I am near; Return unto me, 
; © and I will have mercy upon you; and though ye- 
have only done evil before me from your youth, 
+ I will abundantly pardon : For my thoughts are 
nat revengeful as your thoughts, nor my. ways 
© unloving as your ways: In me you ſhall beſaved 
_ © with an everlaſting ſalvation.” 
Come therefore unto me, all ye that travel and 
6 are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt: My 
+ yoke is eaſy, my burden light, and my reſt glo- 
© rious, Ho! every one that thirſteth come ye to 
e he that hath no money; come 
ye, 
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ye, buy and eat al that can revive, hedges 
and delight your fouls; yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price. Where- 
fore do ye ſpend your money for that which is 
not bread, and your labour for that which ſatiſ- 
* fieth not ? Hearken diligently unto me, eat that 
© which is good, and let your ſoul delight itfelf in 
+> faineſs, Incline your ear, and come unto me; 
hear, and your ſoul ſhall live: I will make an 
4 everlaſting covenant with you, even the ſure 
© mercies of David, and you ſhall all know me; 
© from the leaſt to the greateſt; for I will forgive 
s your iniquity, and remember your fin no more 
Ob, if thou kneweſt the gift of God, wretched 
inner, and who it is that ſaith unio thee, 1f any 
man thirſt, let him come to me and drink, thou 
v ouldſt have aſked of him; and he would have 
given thee living water; a well, a fountain of it 
* would have, ſprung up in thee unto everlaſting 


© life; yea, out of thy belly, thy inmoſt ſoul, rivers + . 


of living water, the greateſt abundance of the 
« pureſt joy, would have flowed for ever. I, even 
IJ, am he, that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for 
my own ſake, and will not remember thy fins: 1 
vill guide thee continually, and ſatisfy thy foul 
in drought ; and thou ſhalt be like a watered gar- 
den, or like a ſpring of water, whoſe waters do 
6 notfail.*- 
O how often would 1 ** authered thee in 
« years paſt, as a hen gathers her brood under her 
4 wings How often would I have led thee, as an 
| 6 eagle 
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s eagle fluttereth over her young, ſpreadeth ahead 
her wings, taketh them, and beareth them but 
t © thou wouldſt not. Nevertheleſs, this is ſtill the 
day of my power, mercy, and love: I pardon thoſe 


© whom I reſerve, and I will yet be pacified to 
«+ wards thee, for all that thou haſt done. I was 


angry with thee, but mine anger is turned away, 


my thoughts towards thee are thoughts of peace, 
6 and I am become thy ſalvation. Come then, let 


© ſcarlet, they fhall be as White as ſnow ; though 


+ TPW 


Why does not thy 1 W on leap | 


| FL joy, or melt with gratitude, at theſe tender in- 
vitations of thy Saviour? Thinkeſt thou, they do 
not belong to thee ? Doſt thou ſuppoſe, that Jeſus, \ 


who is all purity and holineſs, muſt turn away 


_ _ with abhorrence from ſuch a guilty, polluted, and 


abominable creature as thou art P- One ſo void of 


| all good, fo full of all evil, ſo compleatly loſt and 


undone as thou ſeeſt thyſelf ? Art thou afraid that 


thy relapſes into fin have been fo frequent, and thy 


backſlidings ſo multiplied, that hope, which comes 


40 all, can no more come to thee? Or does the 
enemy of thy ſoul ſuggeſt thou art careleſs, harden- 


ed, and funk in ſtupid unbelief?—Does he infinu- 
ate, thou haſt fo long trifled with divine-grace, 8 
gone ſuch lengths in horrid wickedneſs, or haſt 


_ _ *contrated ſuch unconquerable habits of indulging 


= ty carnal mind, or r Gellowing thy vain imagins- 
e tions, 
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tions, that infinite mercy can no longer pardon thy 
bns, or infinite power change thy nature? Art 
thou even tempted to believe, thou haſt committed 
the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and art almoſt, if 
not altogether, given up to a reprobate mind? O 8 
check thoſe gloomy, deſpairing thoughts; reſiſt the 
deril; and give place to more true and honourable | 
; ſentiments of Jeſus, | 

| Wherefore doft thou doubt, O thou of little 
faith? Is any thing too hard for the Lord? Are 
not all things-poſſible with God? Can the Almighty, 
who became incarnate to die, as man, in thy place, 
want either ability or willingneſs to belp thee, be 
thy caſe ever ſo deplorable and deſperate ? Are not 
darkneſs or light, fickneſs or death, all one to him, 
who is the light of the world, and the Prince of life ; 
and who, with a word or a touch raiſed the dead, 
whether they were yet warm on a bed, cold i in 2 
coffin, or already putrefied in a grave? | 

Confine not then, poor dejefted Sinner, thy 82 
viour's boundleſs mercy within the narrow limits 
ol thy unbelieving thoughts. Get ſcriptural views 
of his pardoning love, and true diſcoveries of his 
redeeming power. To gueſs aright at the prodigi - 
ous extent of his merey, lift up the dim eyes of thy 
ſtruggling faith, and behold. a great multitude, 
which no man can number, ſtanding before the 
throne, with their robes waſhed, and made white 
ee rere rr e g b. | 

Among thoſe countleſs monuments of divine 
why thoſe illuſtrious trophics of free grace, ſee 

; David, 


* 
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David, who, after having deem adndtidd-th cloſe 


_ communion with God, plunged for ten months in 


the horrible guilt of adultery, treachery, hypocriſy, 
and murder! — See Paul, once ſo fierce; an enemy 


io the truth, ſo fiery a blaſphemer of Jeſus, ſo rag - 


ing a perſecutor of the ſaints, that. his very breath 
was threatnings and flaughter againſt them — See 
Peter, who, after a great profeſſion of faithfulneſs, 


end upon an apparently ſlight temptation, denied 


three times his Maſter, his Saviour, and his God, 
in his very preſence— Peter guilty of lying, curling, 
and perjury; immediately after he had been ap- 
priſed of the imminent temptation, and armed 
againſt it, both by receiving the holy ſacrament at. 
our Lord's own hand, and being admitted to ſee his 


: wonder ful agony, and glorious miracles. Theſe, | 
and thouſands more agree to tell thee, For this cauſe 


we obtained mercy, that in us firft, Feſus Chriſt might 


| fhew forth all long-ſuffering, for a pattern to them, which 


ſhould hereafter believe on him to life everlaſting, 
If all theſe witneſſes do not filence thy doubts, 


| and encourage thy hopes; Jeſus himſelf, the faith- 


ful and true witneſs, will yet plead the cauſe of his 
dying love, againſt thy unbelieving fears : Thy 
gracious Advocate with God, will yet be God's 
condeſcending Advocate with thee, O let thy 
clamorous conſcience keep ſilence, while he 


. preaches to thee the everlaſting goſpel of his grace. 
And if to-day thou hearsſt his voice, harden not 
thy heart, come out of the cave of unbelief, wrap 
| hog. in the mantle of *. mercy, and worſhip 


che 


SEEKERS en SALVATION. 2865 


the pardoning God, the God of neversfailing . 
and everlaſting love. 6: e 
'Gracipus Saviour ! make thine own words: wiri 
and life to the ſoul thou haſt formed by thy breath 
and purchaſetl with thy blood. Bleſſed Comforter” 
While thy precious ſayings ſtrike the eyes of mis 
hopeleſs Reader, let the love which thou ſheddeſt 
abroad, ſoften, melt, and revive his poor, oppreſſed 
heart, and let ſalvation come this day to the houſe of 
a ſon or «daughter of Abraham! A touch, a breath 
from thee will break the bars of iron, hurſt the gates 
of braſs, and make the everlaſting doors lift up their 
heads, that the King of glory may come in. COR 
Who is this Ring of glory? Who is this, that cometh 
from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? Thns, 
that is glorious in his apparel, W in the 218 | 
neſs of his trengthi? 
I, that-ſpeak in righteouſnels, avighty: to ſave, 
* L have trodden the wine-prels alone, mige.own 
arm hath brought ſalvation unto me, ſalvation for 
© the loſt: It is gone forth; my righteouſneſs is 
© near; the iſles ſhall wait on me, and on my arm 
ſhall they truſt. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me: He hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
to the meek ; he hath ſent me to bind up the 
* broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives, and the opening of the priſon to them that 
are bound, to comfort all that mourn, and by the 
© blood of the covenant, to: ſend forth the il 
out of the pit where there is mo water. 
Fear not thereſore, thou woraf Jacob, I amthe 
Y fuſt 


1 
| 
| 
+ 
4 
: 
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_ © firſt and the laſt, he that liveth and was dead, 
and behold, I am alive for evermore. Yes, 1 


ever live to make interceſſion for thee; and be- 
* cauſe I live, thou ſhalt live alſo. All power is 
given, all judgment is committed to me in hea- 
ven and earth: I have the keys of death and hell: 
A Jonah, who cries to me oui of the very belly 
of hell, is not out of the reach of my gracious and 
omnipotent arm.“ 

Who art thou that haſt feared ee every 
day, becauſe of the fury of the oppreſſor, as if he 
Vvere ready to deſtroy? I, even I, am he that 
* comfoiteth thee. I bring glad tidings of great 
joy, which ſhall be to all people. I have tri- 
© umphed over all thine enemies on the croſs. I 
© have led captivity captive, and received gifts for 
men, even the promiſe of the Father, that the 


VUord God the Spirit may dwell in them, At my 


command the great, the evangelical trumpet is 
© blown, and they that are ready to periſh in the 
land of Aſſyria, and the outcaſts in the land of 
Egypt do come, and are welcome to mount Sion. 
© Haſten with them, thou captive exile, haſten to 


me, that thou mayſt be looſed, and that thou 


ſhouldſt not die in the horrible pit of thy: natural 
6 Rate.” : 

Thy helpleſineſs is no hinderance to my: 3 f 
'& kindneſs : I break not the bruiſed reed, 1 quench 
not the ſmoaking flax: I uphold all that fall, 1 


5 raiſe up all thoſe that are bowed down: I fay to 
4 ma priſoners, Co forth; and to them that are in 


= s darkneſs, 


— 
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darkness, Shew yourſelves: I ſtrengthen the weak 
hands, and. confirm the feeble knees: I fay to 
them, that are of a fearful heart, Be ſtrong; fear 
nat; behold, I will come with ame and a 

recompence, I will come and ſave you,” - 
My tender mercies are over all my Sa 


When the poor aud needy ſeek water, and there 


is none, and their tongue faileth for thirſt ; I, the 
Lord, will hear them; I, the-God of Ifrael, will 
not forſake them, I will open rivers ig high 


places, I will make the wilderneſs a pool, and _ | 


dry land ſprings of water.” 4 

It is true, thou haſt ſinned with an n 3 
both againſt thy light, and againſt my love; but 
how ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall 
I deliver thee, ſinner? How ſhall I make thee 
9 Admah, and ſet thee as Zeboim, thoſe rebelli- 
* ous cities, on which I poured my flaming ven- 
+ geance? My heart is turned within me, my 
* repentings are kindled together; I will not de- 
+ ſtroy thee; for I am God and not man. I have 
© ſeen thy ways, and will heal and lead thee, and 


© reſtore comfort to thee; for I create the fruit of 
* the lips, Peace! peace to him that is afar off, 


* and to him that is near, I will heal him.“ 
Thou haſt not choſen me, but I have choſen 
© thee ; thou art my ſervant, fear not, for I am 
+ with thee; be not diſmayed, for I am thy God. 


My ſtrength is ſufficient for thee; I will help 


* thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteouſneſs. They that war againſt 
| ys thee 


f 
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_ © thee ſhall be as nothing, for I the Lord thy God 
will hold thy right hand, and make · my ſtrength 
perfect in thy weakneſs, I will bring thee by a 
*- way thou haſt not known, I will make darkneſs 
light before thee, and crooked paths ſtrait: When 
© thou paſſeſt through the waters, Iwillbe with thee, 
and when thou walkeſt through the fire, thou 
- © ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the flame kindle 
© upon thee, for Fant the Lord, thy Saviour and thy 
God: I have carried thee from the womb, and 
even to hoary hairs will I bear and deliver thee.” 
« Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted and 
drunken, but not with wine: I will not contend 
© for ever, neither will I be always wroth; for the 
ſpiru would fail before me, and the ſoul which I 
have made. I turn the water of aſſſiction into the 
vine of conſolation. Behold, I take out of thy 
hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the 
© cup of my fury: thou ſhalt no more drink it again; 
© I will put it into the hand of them, that afflict thy 
ſoul: And in the room of it, I give thee the cup 
© of the New Teſtament in my blood, fhed forthe 
remiſſionof fins: It is now ready, draw near, drink 
© thow of it, and taſte that I am gracious,” 
Come near, that I may ſpeak a word in ſeaſon 
© to-thy weary ſpirit, Why ftandeft thou afar off ? 
© Come near, I fay, that my foul may bleſs thee. 
© Let me ſhew thee my glory, and proclaim my 
© ſoul-reviving name: The Lord The Lord Cod ! 
„ merciful and gracious, long-fuffering, and abundant 
© in goodneſs and truth, keefing mercy for — 
|; 5 0 


* 
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and forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſhon, and fin! Let 
* mewaſh thy heart from iniquity, guilty ſinner; 
for, unleſs I waſh thee, thou haſt no part with 
me. Unleſs thou art born again of water and of. 
the Spirit, thou canft not ſee the kingdom of 
God. But this is the covenant of promiſe which 
1 make with thee: I will ſprinkle clean water 
upon thee, and thou ſhalt be clean; a new heart 
will I give thee, and a new ſpirit, even my own 
Spirit, will I put within thee, and thou ſhalt be 
8 compleatly born of God; and at that day thou 
* ſhalt know that I am in the Father, and thou in 
me, and I in thee.” | | 
Who is he that condemneth ? n is I, who 
died for thy ſins, yea rather, Who roſe again for 
thy juſtification, Who am even at the right hand 
* of God, who alſo make interceſſion for thee. 
The ſame compaſſionate love, that made me weep 
over ungrateful Jeruſalem, and groan over dead 
© Lazarus, made me bleed and die for thee. O 
that in this thy day, thou mayſt know the things 
_ © That belong unto thy peace, and the efficacy of 
© that ſacrifice, by which I have for ever perfected 
© them that are ſantified! O that unbelief, ſo in- 
5 jurious to me, and ſo pernicious to thee, may no- 
longer hide my love from thine eyes“? 
© What! afraid of my purity, art thou ready to» 
cry out as my apoſtle, Depart from me, O Lord, 
for I am a ſinful man? And doſt thou tremble at: 
my words as a criminal at the ſentence of his. 
judge? O be of good chear, it is I, be not afraid. 
0 Am not 1 thy light and ſtrength, thy ſhield and 
* 3 . 72 e 
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© buckler, thy tower and reſting place, thy ſtrong 
hold whereunto thou mayſt always reſort, thy 
© caftle and fortrefs, the horn alſo of thy falvation, 
and thy refuge ? As for thy fins, if thou defireſt 
to part with them, they will no more hinder me 
from viſiting thee, than the ſickneſs of a patient 


"IO a phyfician on giving him his aftend- 
© ance,” 


I know thou art a finner—a great ſinner: For 
© this cauſe came I down from heaven to Bethle- 
hem —to Gethſemane —to Calvary, I know 
* thine iniquities are more in number than the 
* hairs'of thy head; like a ſore burden, they are 
too heavy for thee to bear; and therefore have 1 
* borne them for thee in my own body on the tree. 
I came not to call the righteous, but ſinners to 
__ © repentance: I am the man that receiveth finners, 
and eateth with them: I am the friend of return- 
ing publicans and harlots ; all manner of fins and 
+ blaſphemies ſhall be forgiven them through faith 
© in my blood: God was in me reconciling the 
© world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes 
c unto them: And now, I beſeech thee, be thou 
© {for one) reconciled to God; for in me God is 
s reconciled to thee, thy fin is covered, and thine 
_ © miquity forgiven,” 

Great as thy. crimes are, poor mourner in Zion, 
«1 upbraid thee not with them; my infinitely 
' © meritorious ſacrifice, hath long ago atoned for 
© their heinouſneſs, and now I caſt the manile of 
my pardoning love over their multitude ; Thou 


" art 
* 
> 4 
* 


* 
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© art aſhamed of them, and ſhall 1 be aſhamed of 
© thee? Far be the thought from thee I glory in 
extending my boundleſs mercy to ſuch miſerable 
5 objeRts as thou art. This is a faithful ſaymg, and 
© worthy of all men to be received, that I came 
into the world to fave ſinners: and if with my 
© feryannt Paul, thou ſeeſt thyſelf the chief of them, 
jet me do the chief part of the errand, on which F - 
© carne; look umto me—partake with him of my 
* richeſt falvation—loſe thy cares in the boſom of 
my mercy—and receive the atonement I made 
for thee, but receive it now; for I have heard 
* thee in a time accepted, and in the day of ſalva- 
© tion have I ſuccoured thee: Behold, nom is the 
accepted time: Behold, now is the day of ſalva- 
© tion, the day in which I bind up the breach 
of my people, and heal the ſtroke of their 
6 wound, =_ | 
© Whence ariſe, O poor finner, thy ee 
© neſs and miſgivings? I have ranſomed thee from 
* the power of the grave, and thou art mine: 1 
© come to heal thee, and reveal to thee the abun- 
dance of peace and truth: I bring thee a cure for 
thy wounded conſcience, and ſaving health for 
© thy fin-diſtempered ſoul !* 
© In a little wrath, and for ful. mama 3 
have hid my face from thee; but with everlaſt- 
ing kindneſs will 1 have mercy on thee; for 1 
am the Lord thy Redeemer. Believe it, and 
faith will work by love, and love will caſt out 
fear: Thus ſhalt thou * hold of my ſtrength, _ 
| 6 that P 
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© that thou maytt make peace wich me, and, thow 
halt make peace with me; for I am a ſtrength 
to the needy in his diſtreſs, an hiding place from 
© the wind, a covert from the tempeſt, as rivers of 
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great rock in a weary land,” 

Come then, be not of th that, 1 
6 from me to perdition, but of them Who believe. 
_ © thylittle confidence, Which hath great recom- 

4, pence of reward, hold it faſt; reſiſl even unto 


blood, ſtriving againſt the damning fin of unbe- 


lief; truſt in me for ever, for in me Jchovah thy 
6. righteouſneſs, is everlaſting ſtrength; and let me 
uno longer complain, that thou (one of my oppreſ- 
6 ſed people in ſpiritual Egypt) wilt have none of 
© me, and wilt not even come to me, chat thou 

© mighteſt have life more abundantly. 1 
Not by works of righteouſneſs which thou haſt | 
0 tins to. my mercy I ſaved thee. 
I Tam the Lamb flain from the foundation of the 
' Ran ETY What my gracious purpoſe plann'd be⸗ 
- fore time, I have executed in time. My life and 
. © death have compleated the wonderful bridge, by 

which thou canſt go over the great deep fixed be- 
* tween an holy God, and thy ſinful ſoul. . Con- 
cerning a main arch of this mighty work, with 
one of my laſt breaths I ſaid, It is finiſtied; and 
now confirm the glad tidings with regard to 

e ilie Whale. With my right hand, and with my 
holy arm, L have gotten myſelf che victory, and 
e | parted 
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6 Lane t es not the waves of the red ſea, but 
the dreadful billows of the: fiery gulph. And 
now F return to ſee thee ſafe over; Leave only” 
© the world and fin behind, and walking by faith, 
© follow me-thirough- the Os pn a en 
© of glory. — 

© Whence ariſes, Sinner, this eee to 
© truſt in my promiſe, and venture after me? Doſt 
thou ſuſpeſt the ſincerity. of my tenders: of grace? 
© And by thinking, that I ſecretly except thee from 
my mercy, When | offer it thee openly, doſt thou 
© ft make me a diſſembler, alyar? O wrong me 
* not fo far, Þ am the Trath itſelf: I abhor diſſi- 
© mulation in my creatures: And I, that ſay, a 
© mar» ſhould not uſe deceit, ſhall b uſe: deceir?” 
© Shall I bave concord with Belial/? Shall there 
© be an agreement between the faithful Witneſs, and 
« the father of lies? Shall 1 ſentence Him, that 
5 loveth a lie, to the lake that burneth with-fire 
© and brimſtone, and be guilty of making one my- 
© felf?* Horrible to ſuppoſe! Reject the blaſphe- 
© mous thought, Sinner, * n me in the ten- 
© dereſt part.” | 

Na, no, F do not put on.z maſk of pretended 
© Jove, to hide a rancorous, unforgiving temper : 
The general invitation that formerly paſſect my 
6 lips, is ſtil the very language of my heart, Whoſo- 
© ever will, tet him come and take of the water of life 
freely; and the promiſe, which I formerly made, 


© is ſtill firmer than. the pillars of heaven, Fim that © P 


Derr Let 
theſe 


* 


7 > 


75 « ther draw him: But does he not lay ; I have loved 
- © thee with an everlaſting love, therefore/ with 
© loving-kindnefs, with the cords of a man, with bands 


Who raiſes in thee a deſire of coming unto me by 


_ +: ſtarving prodigal? And that nothing may be 
*. wanting on his part to make thee come, to draw- 
© ing does he not add driving? Does he not ob- 


* blaſt all thy worldly, yea, and all thy ſelf-righ- 


© ſcourge of affliction on thy back, and put this 


with thy hard thoughts of my Father: He and 
Sos 1 are a flame of mona Jovs+- I and the "ones. 


are come to the birth, and there is not irength 
io bring forth. Shall 1 bring to the birth, and 
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theſe words, like incorruptible ſeed, boget thee- 
again to a lively hope, and help thee to ſtir thy- 


* ſelf up et pc e W ant 


H.. 
St I grant that no man eonieth at RG 


5 of love have 1 drawn thee ? Does he not draw thee 
even now? Wbo ſtirs thee up to repentance ?. 


5, prayer? Who indulges thee at times with ſweet | 


hopes and alluring joys, to encourage thee to 
come t Is it not my Father, and thine, thou poor 


ſtrutt all thy proſpeQs of creature-happineſs, and 


+ teous ſchemes? And while he touches thy heart 
with the rod of diſtreſs, does he not lay the 


© gracious invitation in thy hand? Away then 


s are one. 


Neither ſay thou i in thy heart, This is a FOR 
« trouble, rebuke, and blaſphemy; . the children 


not . wok according to the day? Doſt 
My | -þ thou 
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chou fear that my zeal, my ſtrength, and the 
ſounding of my bowels towards thee are reſtrain- 
ed? Am not I Jefus ſtill?” Is my love waxed 
6} cold that it cannot pity? Is my hand ſhortened 
at all that it cannot ſave? Is mine ear heavy 
that it cannot hear? Or have I no power to de- 
« liver?/ Behold, at my rebuke I dry up the ſea, 
I clothe the heaven with blackneſs; and if in 
the greateſt ſtorm, I ſay to the raging billows, 
* Be fill ! There is a great calm: Fear not then, 
© the/zeal of the Lord of hoſts—my zeal will do 
this, and more for thy ſoul; yea, I will do for 
©. thee exceeding abundantly above all that Gor 
.* -canſt aſk or think. un. 

I fee what paſſes in thy 14 0 b n 
8 FP of heart to believe, all that I and my 


* -prophets have ſpoken: I read thy new excules, | 


© Thou ſayſt thou doſt not ſuſpe& me, my faith- 
« fulneſs and my power; but thyſelf, thy helpleff- 
' © neſs. and the treachery of thy own, deſperately 
wicked heart, — What, ſhall this fore evil hinder 
* thee from coming to me, who alone can remedy 
it? Wilt thou pray to be excuſed, from believing 
© on ſuch an account as this? Oh drop this laſt, 


this moſt abſurd plea; and walk in the ſteps . | 


+ the faith of thy father Abraham, Rom. iv; 16. 
Conſider not the deadneſs and hardneſs of thy 
heart, but the reviving ſoftening love of mine; 
* not thy want of power, but my omnipotence; 
not the ſuggeſtion of Satan, but the declarations - 
of my goſpel. Wreſtle not only; againſt fleſh and 

6 _— 4 


— 


= An ADDRESS ro tt 


bluod, l the powers of . : 
. neſs, and the ſpiritual wickedneſs.of an unbeliev- 
ing thaught. Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate 
of faith. - Againſt hope believe in hope, ihat I 
guicleen the dead, and call the things which are 
not as though they were. Stagger no more at 
amy promiſes through unbe lief, but be ſtrong in 
+; faichy and give glory io. God, by being fully per- 
ee that * promiſe, I am able and wil- 
©; loot ent fn 8 
8 ſupply:of all thy Wants: Jam both the Reſurree- | 
tion of the dead, and the life of the living: he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
ſhall he live; and he that liveth and believeth 
an me, [ſhall never die. Believe then, and thou 


halt: not come into condemnation— Believe, ant 


© thou halt receive power; thou fhalt ſee the 
Flory of God; thou ſhalt be eſtabliſſed; yea, 
and ſealed with the holy Spirit of promiſe-- Be- 
© Heve, and thou haft everlaſtiug life, and ſhalt 
not come into condenmation — Believe, and a 
grain of faith will remove mountains of guilt and 


dunbelief— Believe with all thy heart— All thipgs 


are poſſible to him that believeth, and he 'ſhall 
inherit all promiſes : For to him that overcometh 
© (and faith is the victory) will I give to eat of the 
hidden manna, and to fit with me on my throne; 
as I alſo overcame, and am ſet down with my 
Father on his throne — Only believe then, and 
. N faith thou ſhalt ſubdue the kingdom of 
6 Bo | 
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« darkneſs, work rightcounels, obtain promiſes, 


© ſtop the mouth of the roaring lion, quench the 


© violence of temptation's fire, eſcape the flaming | 
« Point af Satan's darts, out of weakneſs be made 


« ſtrong, wax valiant in fight, turn to flight the 
3 armies of thy ſpiritual adverſaries, and moms 


« thy dead ſoul raiſed to life again,” 

Thou haſt played with the fiery e they 
6 5 — bitten thy heart, but 1 baye already ſuck'd 
© the worlt of the mortal poiſon. In the perilous 
5; attempt my ſoul was ſeized with ſorrow even unto - 


« death, and an unheard-of agony, attended with a 
> bloody ſweat, came upon my body. A racking 


© croſs was the bed I was. ſtretched upon: Sharp 


© thorns proved the pillow on which I reſted my 
6 fainting head. The bittereſt ſarcaſms were my 


conſolations; vinegar and gall my cordials; a 
© band- of bloody ſoldiers the cruel wretches ap- 


1 pointed to tear open my veins; whips, nails, 
hammers, and a ſpear, the inſtruments allowed 
« them to do the dreadful operation, For hours 1 
| © bled under their mercileſs hands: and thy fearful - 
6 curſe, O Sinner, flowed together with my blood. 
ln the meantime, noon-day light was turned into | 
© the gloom of night, a dire emblem of the dark- 


©. neſs that overſpread my agonizing foul; And at 
e laſt, while earthquakes rocked me into the ſleep 
of death, I gave up the ghoſt, with cries that 
© aſtoniſhed my bittereſt enemies, and made them 
© ſmite their breaſts in pangs of involuntary ſympa- 


2 * * to make thee partaker of my ſaving 
5 1 | 


6 health, | 
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1 a Health, I took the mameful and painſal cet. 
| "© quences of thy mörtal Liſtemper'upon' me. And 
_— n. Sinner, deſpiſe no more ſuch amazing lobe, 
td tecquite it with a believing lock. *Conilitler in 
. eee till 'thy conſcience feels their wotider. 
* ful effect. Behold my atoning blood, tin thou 
6 canſt witneſs it heals all thy 1 infirmities.” bs 
"6 Knowing the terrors of the Lord, 1 perſuade | 
men. Come thou poor priſoner of hope, turn by 
faith to the ſtrong hold of my protection.— Up ! 
for God will deſtroy this Sodom, the wicked 
| World where chou winged. Upl. for the great 
and terrible day of the Lord approaches, — As I 
live, there is but one ſtep between thee and death, | 
and another between death and hell.” N 
Let my love even conlratu thee to ariſe, and to 
follow wie; that I may receive thee unto myſelf, 5 
and complain no longer, that, with reſpe& to 
© thee, 1 have laboured in vain, and Jpeg my 
'4 ftrerigth for nought. Surely, Sinner, I deſerve 
thy n love, for I have fought thy Kerceſt 
enemies. * Dreadful was the battle! my fleſh was 
"© torn, my blood ſpilt, my life loſt in the obſtinate 
combat: But I have flain the lion and the bear, 
I have variquifked Death and the Grave, and ref 
cued thy poor, helpleſs foul: And now let thy 
good Shepherd rejoice over His loſt ſheep : Let 
* gtatitude compel thee to come into the fold of 
my church, and join the little flock of my faithful 
= followers. 'And if thou canſt*not come, do but 


3 rm Mill tay thee on my 
at 8 2 


4 
4 
F 
l 
7 
; 
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© ſhoulders rejoicing, and carry.thee in . 
* the richeſt paſtares of my grace.” . 
Once more I turn ſupplicant: Fee L 
6 Kand at the door and. knock. my, Saul! Saul it is 
hard for thee tak ick againſt the ſharp goads of my 
love —. Martha! Martha! one thing is needful, 


1 chuſe the good part, chuſe me—OQ Abſalom, my- 


© ſon I my ſon I give me thy heart; IL have died for 
ws do not crucify me afreſh—Lay down. the 


4 

1 | 

a ths. ' 

* U 

5. ſpear of unbelief, zn n 
1 ; 

S357 wa ' 


„my kingdom, the kingdom of heaven. 


Be not afraid to ſarrender; Abele as thaw: ff 
e art, I love, thee: ſtill — Can.a woman forget her * - i 
6. ſucking child; that ſne ſhould not have compaſſin 

& onthe fon of her womb? Vea, the may forget; 
yet wilt Lnot ſorgebthee./ If-thou:wilt not take 
my word, believe my.oath : Becauſe: can ſwear | 
4 by-no-greater, I: ſwear by myſelf: As. I liue, 1 : 


o have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that 


{the wicked turn from his way and live: Turn 
then, turn unto; me, for, L have redeemed thee: 
I have caſt all thy fins into the depth of the 105 


and wil ſubdue all thy iniquities.. 
And if chou canſt not believe my . credit 
5 theſe ſcars See! I have graven thee upon the 
© palms af my bands. Long toe long have 1 
S waited 'for thy return, thou poor, wandering, 
4 weary prodigat. Let me ſce in theethe ttavelof | 
© my ſoul and be ſatisfied. By the myſtery of my 


holy incarnation and dreadful temptation, by my 
"Ou bloody ſweat, LIE I: 1 


Zn and 


as, 


— 


20 A ADDRESS TO” xARrNwEsr [45 


and rin reſureeio, I beſeech thee, come to 

the pardoning God by me. If thou haſt nothing 
© to pay, I forgive thee all the debt: Whether it 
be fifty or five hundred pence, or ten theuſand ta- 
lents, I frankly forgive thee all. Only let me 
© heal thy backſlidings, and love thee freely; let 
my left hand be under thy head, and let my right 
*-hand embrace thee.” See the wounds which I. 
have received for thee in the houſe of my friends! 
© Reach hither thy finger, and behold my bands; 
© and reach hither thy hand, and thruſt it into my 
6 fide, and be not faithleſs, but believing. © Cleave 
to me-with full purpoſe of heart, follow "me 
through the regeneration, and chou ſhalt not only 
be one of my jewels,” but a ctown of glory, and a 
© royal diadem in the hand of thy God: Vea, as 
© the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, fo-will I + 
© rejoice over thee, and give thee a name better 
© than that of Son and Daughter, the Holy One 
© of Iſrael, will be thylife and 3 thy nr 
* will be thy Ae and thy all. ä 


And are theſe—O a the gracious e 
God to thee? — The compaſſionate expoſtul ati ons 
of God, become incarnate for thee p- Did God fo 
love thee, as to ſet forth his only begotten Son, as a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, thus to de- 
clare his righteouſneſs, for the remiſſion of fins that 

are paſt? May the Almighty now be juſt, and yet 
the juſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus? Is there 
no difference, no reſpeR of perſons with him? And 


is 
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is the ſame Loxd over-all, rich unto all that call 
upon, bim? Then ſhout ye heavens! triumph thou 
earth! and thou, heppy Ginver, know the day of 
thy viktation, be wiſe, ponder theſe things, and 
Won vndenſtand che of the 
Lord. 
yes ada afraid, that it will be Fenn 
in thee to believe, arid that God will be offended 
with thee, if thou makeſt ſo free with Jeſus, as to 
waſh inſtantly in the ſountain of his atoning blood. 
He not only gives thee LEAVE to believe, but he- 
INVITES thee to do it freely. Nay, he comMuannys. 
thee to believe, for This is his. COMMANDMENT, that 
we ſhould believe on the name of his Son 7e Chriſt; 
He even inforces the precept by a double exons, 
that if thou believeſt thou alt not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life. And that nothing may be wanting 
to ſtir thee up to this important buſineſs, he is gra- 
cious enough to threaten the negle& of it with the 
moſt dreadful ruxisnMHE NT; for he that believeth not, 
Hall not enter into his ret, and jhall be damned; and, 
he that to the end remains fearful and unbelieving, 
all be caſt into the lake that burneth with fire and brim- 
Kone, which. is the ſecond death. How canſt thou 
doubt then, whether thou art welcome to receive _. 
the Son given by believing on his name? _ 
Come to him juſt as thou art, and he will make 
thee what thou ſhouldſt be. When he counſels thes 
to buy of him the gold of faith, and the garment of 
Glyation, take him at his goſpel-word : Come with- 
dur wang ty inf 31 art 1h 


better = 
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| better: : The oil of his grace flows moſt abundantly 
into empty veſſels: His charity is moſt glorified in 
the relief of the moſt miſerable objects: His royal 
bounty ſcorns the vile compenſation of thy wretched 
merits: He ſells like a king, like the King of kings, 
without money and without price, Aft and have, 
and Take freely, are the encouraging mottos written 
upon all the unſearchable treaſures of his grace. 
Be of good comfort then, riſe, he calleth thee: 
Stretch out thy withered hand, and he will reſtore 
it: Open thy mouth wide, and he will fill it: 
Bring an empty veſſel, a poor hungry heart, and 
he will give into thy boſom good meaſure, preſſed. 
down, ſhaken together, and running over. 
And now what meaneſt thou, Sleeper? Why, 
_ tarrieſt thou? Ariſe, and waſh away thy fins, calling 
on the name of the Lord. Lofe not time in con- 
ferring with fleſh and blood ; much leſs in parley- ; 
ing with Satan, or conſulting thy unbelieving heart : 
Here delays lead to ruin : The Philiſtines are upon 
thee, inſtantly ſhake thyſelf £ If thou art not altoge- 
ther blinded by the god of this world, and led cap- 
- tive by him at his will; this moment, in the pow- 
erful name of Jzsvs, burſt the bonds of ſpiritual 
loch — break, like a deſperate ſoul, out of the priſon 
of unbelief—eſcape for thy life look not behind 
thee— ſtay not in all the plain. This one thing do; 
leaving the things that are behind, Sodom and her 
ways, preſs forwards towards Zoar, and cſeape to 
the mount of God, leſt thou be conſumed. "BY the 


ON new md living * conſecrated for us, in full | 


aſſurance 
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aſſurance of Faith, ay to the Father of mercies 
- paſs through the croud of Laodic ean profeſſote 
preſs through the opening door of N the 
Kingfom of heaven by violence. 

With halting, yet wreſtling Jacob, ſay to his 
Friend of ſinners, I will not let thee go unleſs thou 
bleſs me. If he makes as if he would go farther ; 
with the two mournful diſciples, conſtrain him to 
Ray; or rather with the diſtreſſed Woman of Ca- 
naan, follow him whit herſocver he goeth — take no de- 
nial through the veil, that is to ſay, his fleſh, torn 
from the crown His head to the ſole of his feet 
through this myſterious veil, rent from the top to 
the bottom, ruſh into the blood-beſprinkled ſanc- 
tuary—embrace the horns of the golden altar—lay 
all thy guilt on the head of the fin-atoning victim 
read thy name on the breaſt of thy merciful high- 
prieſt —claim the ſafety, demand the bleſſings, re- 
ceive the conſolations beſtowed on all that fly to 
him for refuge and begin a new, delightful life, 
under-the healing and peaceful ſhadow of his wings, 
But perhaps thou art now devoid of active power, 
and broken in ſpirit. ” The hurry of thy ſelf-righte- _ 
ous. nature ſubſides. Wounded and half-dead, thou 
lieſt in the way of miſery, waiting for the paſſing 
| by of thy heavenly Deliverer. Thou hadſt ſet thy 
heart upon being bleſſed in one particular manner, 
and God in his wiſdom thinks it beſt to bleſs thee 
in another. Thou wouldſt ſcale the new Jeruſalem "= 

and ftorm heaven; but he chuſes it ſhould come 
down into thy foul as 2 | 
TYP VOLT 


inte a fleece of wook. Be ſtill then, and know 
that he is God, Let him, break thy ſelf· will, which. 
hides, itſelf under godly appearances; and let him. 
practically teach ihee, that ſalvation is no of biw 
that willeth, nor of him that runneth z hot of God 
who ſheweth mercy. , 

Meekly dive into the amazing depth of met | 
words, In gd, and Toft fhall be your  firengthe 
Stand ftill and fee the ſalvation of God. The fire, the 
earthquake, and the rending of the rocks are over; 
| Glence takes place; the fil ſmall voice will ſoon 


follow. Thou art for a time taken from the foam- 


ing billows of ſelf-agitation, and led by the ſtill 
waters; a calm ſucceeds the impetuous ſtorm, and 
a paſſive waiting thy reſtleſs, fruiileſs endeavours, 
Thou art in the caſe of one fallen into the ſea, who 
having ſtruggled long and hard io eſcape drowning _ 
* is obliged 10 yield at laſt. Yield thep, weary fin- 
ner, yield a thy happy fate. Fully furrenger to 
the God of thy life. Entizely- 2bandon thyſelf to 
Jeſus. Freely truſt him with thy preſent and cter- 
nal ſalyation. Whether thou ſwim-or figk, let ihy- 
felf go into the ocean of mercy. Catch at ng 
broken reed hy the way, but calmly venture into 
the unfathomable depths of redeeming love. Loſe 
thus thy life, and thou ſhalt find it. The power of 
God will ſoon be made ferfet jn thy weakneſs; and 
when thy ftrength is renewed, earneſtly wreſtle 
in. Thus go on, alternately ſtriving and waits 
ing, according. to the leadings of the Holy Spirit, 
Ml, having paſſed through all the inferior diſpenſa- 
SY TE. 5 tions 
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tions of divine grace, thou enter by faith into the 
reſt that remains for the people of God, and take 


poſſeſſion of that kingdom of God, which conſiſts in 
ri ighieouſneſs, peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, | 


VII. In thatkingdom, happy Belieyer, the times | 


of. refreſhing fully come from the preſence of ie 


Lord ; mercy and love embrace thee on every ade; | 
and thy ſprinkled conſcience enjoys the peace of a 
fin-pardoning God.—Then ſmiling Juſſice, more 
than fatisfy'd by the meritorious death of Chriſt, 
ſheathes her flaming ſword, and declares, There is. 
nom no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus : 
They are juſtified from all things, and freely forgiven al! 
treſpaſſes. And now thou art more than conqueror 
through him that loved thee. Standing by hum- 
ble faith in his omnipotence, thou canſt do all 
things, through his grace ſtrengthening thee, Sin 
has no dominion over thee: The'cruel and bloody 
tyrant, that deigned unto death, is dethroned ; and 
grace, rich grace, ſweetly reigns through rightes 
ouſneſs unto eternal liſe. Triumphing in Chriſt 
over thy fierceſt enemies, and putting thy viftori- 
ous foot upon the neck of the laſt, thou challengeſt 
his utmoſt rage, and ſhouteſt, 5 0 Death, where 
is thy ſting? O Grave, where is thy victory? 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory 

through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt!” | 
Now thou ſeeſt and feeleſt that God is Love. 
Thou dwelleſt in Him, and He in thee. Love, the 
| fullilling of the 1 diffuſing itfelf through all thy 
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heart, influences thy looks, words, and ations, , 
and makes thee ſpring after Jeſus into the chariot. 
of chearful obedience; Thy heart i is as bis heart; 
and while active grace draws, thy willing ſoul 
along, God's free Spirit pours the oil of gladnels 


upon the ſervid wheels of, thy affettions: Supported, 


and animated by thy Lord's s preſence, thou ſwiftly 
moveſt, thou delightfully flieft in, all the ways of 
duty : Mountains of difficulties fink into plains, be- 


dane thee; wildow's, wache ways, are, ways * 
Peet. and all ber paths are peace. 

Noa thou rejoiceſt. io be thought worthy. tlg 
[Hans for. Chriſt's name, and counteſt it all joy, 
when thou ſalleſt into divers trials. With. Him the 
cross loſes its dreadful aſp*R, and enormous weight: 
When chou findeſt it in the, highway, of halineſz, 
jnſtead of conſulting, With fleſh and blogd, how 
thqu ſhalt go aſide to. avoid. it, thou immediately 


 never-fai ling prop. - 
Chriſt crucified works this Ba pas of grace, "for | 
Him thou receiveſt with every crols; apd. the mo- 
ment thou doſt o il in the power of his Spirit, God, 
even thy own God. gives thee bis choiceſt hleſſing: 
He crowns. thee, with loving- -kindneſs and tender- 
mercies; and with the inexpreſſible complacence 
of a Father, who receives a loſt ſon; with the trĩi- 
umphant joy of a Saviour, who embraces à raiſed 
Lazarus; He ſays to the myriads that furround, his 
throne ; ** One more. finner repenteth unto life! 


| An wish! He hath eſcaped the avenger of 
4 4a = blood 
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* blood he Hith paſſed the gate of the city of re» 
8. fuge! Hillelyjah't Shout ye ſons of the morn- 

* ing! My angels, ſtrike your golden harps! 
Pace every heart for joy, through che realms of 
„ heaven! Let burſts of triumphant mirth — let 
«'peals of raviſhing praiſe roll along the tranſport» 
ing news. — Let all our exulting breaſis rever- . 
44 berate, let all harmonious tongues echo 
<back our ore vy l For this my ſor was dead, - 
4 and" is alive again? y Yr Trothk Wos er 
Wir wedrownd lt 1 2 5 


And irradiating thy foul - with the light of vis 
ee. countenance, he ſays to 4kee from a 


throne blazing with grace and glory : & Peniteht 


„ believer, receive the adoption of a ſon. Becauſe 
thou teceiveſt' my Son, my only begotten” Son 
into thy heart, I admit thee into the family of 
the firſt born: Be thou blameiefs and harmleſs, 
a Son of God without rebuke, in the midſt of a 
&. crooked and perverſe generation, among "whom 
44 J allow thee to ſhine, as a burning light ina he- 
* nighted world. Son, all that I have is thine, 
be ever with me, and thou ſhalt inherit all things. 
“ Yes, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas; whe- _ 
ee ther my firft apoſtles, or my choice miniſters; _ 
or the world, or life, or death, or things preſent, 
„or things to come; all is thite, for thou art 
4 Chriſt's, and Chriſt is mine. As thou haſt re- 
* ceived him, fo abide and walk in him, worthy - 
< of me unto al pleaſing; A fruitful in every 
6 good | 
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5 5 good _ and increaſing in his knowledge, till 
< thy faith is turned to ſight, and I am all in all.“ 


Start not, believing Reader, at theſe ſayings, as 


| : if they were too glorious to be credited. They are 


tbe true ſayings. of God. The Lord himſelf ſpoke 
them for thy comfort. They are the precious 
| pearls, which I promiſed thee out of the unſearch- 

able treaſures of Chriſt: If. ſwine trample them 
under their fect, wear hon them on thy breaſt. 
; Inſtead of being offended at their tranſcendent ex- 
cellence, magnify the God of all conſolation, Who, 
having delivered up his own Son for us all, with him 
_alſo freely gives us all things, conſequently the richeſt | 
mines of goſpel grace. And giving vent to the juſt 
tranſports of thy grateful heart, cry out with | the 
beloved diſciple, Beſiold what manner of love the Fa- 


ther hath beſtowed upon us, that w+ ſhould be called tie 
ſons of God ! —— Unto Him who thus loved us, and 


| waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, and hath made 
us kings and priefts to God and his Father; to him be 
- ory and +14 ond: ever. Amen. 
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"H K t of our — is thus RE” by - 

St. Paul, By CRACE are ye ſaved, through faith 
. wokxzrüu by lebe. This apoſtolic declara - 
tot ſubdivides itfelf into the following propoſitions, . 
Which, on account of their clearneſs and import- 
ance, may, with proptiety, be called Gosr El- 


AXIOMS. (1.) Te are Javed by chace. (2.) Ye are 


Javed through a faith which 'worxxs by love. Theſe 


-propoſitiotis, like two: adamantine pillars, ſupport 0 
the whole doctrine of Chriſt, concerning faith, and 


"works ; grace and rewardableneſs; or mercy on God's - 
part, and obedience on our own : A dodtrine,” 
which, though clear as the day, has nevertheleſs - 
been ſo / obſcured by endleſs controverſies, that 
thouſands of proteſtanits and. PBs know it in its. 
purity no more, | 
According to the fr ft of theſe axioms, all that 90 


3 
2 
2 
1 
* 


to heaven, give divine grace che glory of their fal-- 


vation ;; becauſe they are all ſaved by? mere favour; 


owe: oh the nk. that is in - Jeſus- Chriſt. 
8 betty 


And: 
. * - 


dre condemned merely for their avoidable unbe- 
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And according to the e axiom, all that go to 
hell, are obliged to clear divine juſtice, becauſe they 


lief, and obſtinate diſobedience, Upon this evan- 
gelica! plan, the righteous are graciouſly rewarded, _ 

andthe untighteous jiſtly puniſhed : The doftrines 

of God's mercy, in giving grace for Chriſt's ſake, 
and of man's faithfulneſs in uſing it by Chriſt's help, 
ſweetly coincide; and from their bleſſed union 

_ ſprings the FE es of every force of the 

| goſpel. 5 2 e 6 Oe E. 

1 Theſe axioms, are e fo ants maintained,” 1. ſo 
frequently alluded to by the, ſacred, writers, that 
whoever reje&s either che one or the other, might 

as well reject one half of the bible. Attentively 
conſider them aſunder, and, your unprejudiced rea- 
ſon will perceive their equity. Impartially. compare 
them together, and. inſtead ;of finding them incom- 

patible, (as ſome pre poſſeſſed perſons ,would per- 
ſuade us they are) you will ſee, that they harmonize 


in ſo exquiſite a manner, as to anſwer the moſt ex- 


cellent ends i in the World. "Thy 94 k7 


» _ To give you an idea of their waking. in the | 
© breaſt of believers, permit me to compare chem to 
EY thoſe two oppoſue, 7 vet eee ie 


| Hole. The one bly dilates, the other pow er- 
fully contrabts, that noble part of the human body; 
and both together, by means ſeemingly, contrary, 


cauſe the circulation of the blood, and diffuſe. vital 
888 1888 all the e frame.—Juſt ſo paſ- 
bees five 


* 


. 


— 
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fi faith, and ative love; — The one e | 
receives Favors from God, the other perpetually beftows 
them upon man ; and thus, by continually, performing 
their contrary (ngt.contradifQory), ffices, they make 
ſpiritual Jife cixcylate, through the believer's ſoul, 
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and enable him to diſſuſe kindneſs and good works, | 5 


throughout ihe ſocial budy of which he isa member. 
From the animal, paſs we to the planetary world; 
and w ſhall ſee! another mana ann 


barmonious oppoſition, which ſubſiſts between ibe 
two. reien, * Dan 22 diſcover 


ene other, thay are ae ſo ad- 
mirably joined together, that from their exquiſite 
combination, reſults the hatmonious dance of the 

ſpheres; I mean, ther circular motion of the planets 
around the ſun, and around each other. Such is 

the wonderful effeſt of - evangelical promiſes, ' .and 
legal precepts, when they meet in a due proportion, 
in an upright heart. The: promiſes, which are all 
wrapped up in the. firſt! goſpebaxiom, powerfully 
draw. belie vers to Chriſty Who is the Sun of Riga - 
teouſneſs, and the center of the Ohriſtian ſyſtem: 
The precepits, which the cd axiom neceſſarily ſup- 
poſes, drive them forward in the ſtrait line of duty. 
Being thus: delightfully attracted, and powerfully | 
impelled, like planets of a different magnitude, in 
the firmament of the: church, believers: rapidly 


move in the orb of evangelical obedience,” here 


| Oy” he, ns Chriſt warmly ſhines into their | 


Ti IS: 1653 He Aa 2 12 33 ons. 
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own ſouls, and their birrowed light mildly zleame 
upon their fellow. mortal. 

If ever you ſa a perfon, thus fwifily and evebly 
moving in the immenſe circle of religious and Social 
duty; freely receiving all from his God, and freely 
imparting all to his neighbour ; you have ſeen one 
of the flars in the Lord's right hand —you have ſeen 
one, who practically holds the: two goſpel-axiohis 
one, Who believes as a ſinner, and works as à be- 


liever— one, in whole heart the doctrines of faith | 


and works, free grace and free obedience,” divine faith» 
fulneſs and human fidelity, are juſtly balanced -o ne, 


V ho keeps at an equal diſtance from the dreadful :- 


rocks, upon which antinomiam believers, and ant.- 
chriſtian workers; are daily caſt away In a word, 
you have ſeen an adult Chriſtian; a man who adorn 
the doftrine of Chnift> our Saviour in All things. P1345 $3 
If the two goſpel-axiomns are of fuch importance, 
that the health and vigour of every Chriſtian, flow 
from the proper union of their power in his heart; 
where riſing 'againſt them ? Self conceited moraliſts 
violently attack the firſt axiom; and ſelf-humbled ſoli- 
_ fdians will give the ſecond no quatter. Thofe op- 
poſed aſſailants have all; 1 grant, a zeal for God, 
but not according to knowledge; for the former 
know not, that they rob God of is glory; and the 
latter do not confider; that they pour upon him our 
ame. The one refuſe to acknowledge him the 


0% nd author of our bliſs : The other," to mend the 
matter, repreſent him as the grand contriver of our 


THIN, 
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ruin. Both, nevertheleſs, have truth on their ade; | 
bat alas! it is only a part of the truth as it is in Je- 
ſus; and truth divided, Hxé an abimal cut through” 
the middle, is arcadfall — if not entirely 
ed. 

"You are © alſs defired te to obſerve; Fabi 
that as a juſt proportion of ſail and ballaſt, next to 
a favourable Re makes a ſhip fail with ſpeed ; 
arid "afety'; fo ; ſo the juſt balance of the two golpel- 
ar toms, | next to the Spirit of God, makes a be- 
lièver run ſwiftly and ſafely the race that is ſet” 
before him. He does not properly run, he merely | 
. hops in the way of truth; who, diſcarding one "of 
the goſpel-axioms, moves only upon the other, 
Ahtihomian Laodiceans therefore, and Anti-chriftian ; 
Phariſees, are equally blameable. For the piety of 
the former ſtands only upon the firſt axiom; and : 
the devotion of the latter has no other bafis than the 
ſecond. The one will hear of nothing but faith ; ; the 
other will be told of nothing but 2 But the 
fond believer is for a faith that works righteouſneſs, 


Faith unſeigned and obedient love, are of equal im- . 


portance to the true Chriſtian, Thoſe precious 
graces, which anſwer to the goſpel-axioms, like 2 5 
| well-proportioned pair of heavenly ſteeds, mutually 
draw the ſteady chariot of his profeſſion acroſs the 
valleys of diſcouragement, and over the hills of 
Aifficulty, which he meets with in his way to hea- 
ven. If 1 might carry on the allegory, 1 would 
obſerve, that all the advantage, which the right- | 
hand Reed has over the other, is, that h 700 


- 


\ 
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in the traces: 3 this is no proof of his ſuperi · 
ority, for he will be taken off at the gate of heaven; 
and obedient, love alone, ſhall have - the honour at; 
? dr ying che Chriſtian 5 criumphal car rh W 
"realms of glory. 1 
Reader, if in the theory and practice you main- 
5 tain both goſpel. axioms; if, inſtead of ſetting up he 
one in oppolition, to the other, you ſtand upon the . 
ip line in Which they harmonize; 5 you have 
ſurmounted, the greateſt difficylty, there is in the 
Chriſtian religion; you Fold the faith once delivered. 
unto the ſaints, And now, prepare to contend for it: 
Arm yourſelf for the fight ; for antinomian : believers . 
will attack you on the left hand, and | phariſacc, unbe- 
bievery | on the right. But be. not afraid of. their. 
ber; ; patiently receive their double fire, They. 
may gall « one another, ut they cannot hurt 17%. 
Truth is great, and Love powerful; if you fight. 
under their glorious bangers, though the arrows of 
contempt, and the brands of calumny, will fly 
thick around you, vou ſhall. not- be dangerouſly N 


wWounded. Only take dhe ſhield f Faith, with this | 


motto, * &, By grace 1 Lam Javed through faith; — and 
quench, with it the fiery. darts of ſelf-conceited legaliſts, , 
Put on the breaſt plate of righteouſneſs, with this in- 
ſcription, © Faith works by righteous love, the mother f 
of good works :” This piece of celeſtial armour, will | 
keep « off the heavieſt ſtrokes of Al. humbled goſpellers.. l 
And animated by the Captain of your ſalvation, 
through the oppoſite forces. of thoſe adverſaries, ; 
vis your evantzelically- egal Way, till Tm, WO 
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. and your daily 1 


croſs for an heavenly crown. 
Such is the happy medium, that the author of 
„ el book defires to recommend. Some time ago, 
| he thought himſelf obliged to oppoſe good miſtaken 
men, who, in their zeal for the firft goſpel-axiom, 
- wanted to repreſent the fecond as a © dreadful hę- 
reſy. And now he ets theſe. papers ſee the light, 
not only to prove to the free-thinkers of his pariſh, 
that the Ant axiom is highly rational; but to con- 
vince the enemies of the ſecond axiom, that, though 
he has expoſed their miſtakes with regard to works, 
he receives the genuine doAtines of grace as cordi- 
ally as they ; and is ready ſcripturally, and rationally, 
to defend ſalvation by faith, againſt the moſt plau- 
fible objections of ſelf-righteous moraliſts. 
He juſt begs leave to obſerve, that the preceding 
pages guard the firſt goſpel-axiom; that the Four 
| Checks to Antinomianiſm, guard chiefly the ſecond ; 
that the Equal Check to Phariſaiſm and Antinomianiſm, 
guards both at once; and that thoſe trafts contain a 
little ſyſtem of practical and polemical divinity, 
which, it is hoped, ſtands at an equal diſtance from 
the errors of moral diſbelievers, and immoral be- 
lievers. 2 
This book is chiefly recommended to diſbelieving 
moraliſts, who deride the doctrine of ſalvation by _ 
grace through faith in the day of converſion, merely 
becauſe they are not properly acquainted with our 
fallen and loſt eſtate. And the Checks are chiefly | 
deſigned for diſbelieving antinomians, who riſe 
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* Aga aſt the doArine of 3. believe ers ſalvation by 
© grace through the works, of faith in the Stest day, 
. merely becauſe they do Not 1 RUPE 

A ble neceſſity of evangelical obedience, and the | 


- 


0 ee e e e en, 20 

2 Io the Appeal, the careleſs, ſelf-conexjied inner 1 
1 av vakened, and humbled. In the Adarefs, 1 

3 tous, humbled ſinner, is raiſed up, and cam! 
ed. And i in the Checks, the fooliſh virgin, is re- 
= * awakened, the Laodicean believer reproved, U : 
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